
CLOUDBURST 
Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC Newsletter 
Quarterly Newsletter 

March 1997 

Who We Are! 

Alberni Valley Outdoor Club, Alpine 
Club of Canada - Vancouver Section, 
Alpine Club of Canada - Victoria 
Section, B.C. Mountaineering Club, 
Caledonia Ramblers, Chilliwack 
Outdoor Club, Comox District 
Mountaineering Club, Fraser Valley 
Hikers, Island Mountain Ramblers, 
Klister Outdoor K1ub, North Vancouver 
Recreation Commission Outdoor Club, 
North Shore Hikers, Outdoor Club of 
Victoria, Outsetters Club, Richmond 
Outdoor Club, Valley Outdoor 
Association, Varsity Outdoor Club 

S. 



FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC PAGE 2 

CLOUDBURST 

Articles: We welcome, and space permitting, will print 
articles which inform our readers about mountain conserva-
tion/recreation issues or activities in B.C. Word limit: 500 
Advertising: The FMCBC invites advertising or classified 
advertising that would be useful to our members. Please 
contact the Editor for a rate sheet. 
Editor/Designer: Alana Prociuk 
Address: 
336-1367 W. Broadway, Vancouver, BC V6H 4A9 
Tel: 737-3053 Fax: 738-7175 
E-mail fmcbc @a sport.bc.ca 
http://mindlink.bc.ca/fmcbc 

Deadline for submissions: 
June 1, 1996 

Printed and published four times per year by: 
College Printers, Vancouver, B. C. 
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Agreement#102202 

Membership 

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia 
(FMCBC) is the official sport-governing body for 
mountaineering in BC, representing the interests of 
hiking, climbing and outdoor clubs in the province. The 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
"Communication" 
By Pat Harrison, President 

I have recently assumed some of the roles of Executive 
Director during our search for a new Executive Director. 
This experience has convinced me that the Federation has 
made significant progress in several critical areas. We 
have financially turned the Federation around. In 1993, 
the Federation was several thousand dollars in debt, and 
one of goals given to our last ED, Linda Coss, was to 
reshape and strengthen the financial structure of our 
organization. This subject will remain a priority for the new 
ED. Through partnerships with private industry, lottery 
proceeds and the initiation of a sound budgeting process, 
the Federation is now solvent. 

At the Special General Meeting in the summer of 1994, the 
clubs gave us a strong mandate to maintain the Canada 
West Mountain School as long as it operated profitably. 
The club representatives who attended this meeting also 
supported the concept that CWMS should develop a wide 
variety of programmes to achieve this mandate. To that 
end, Brian Jones, manager of CWMS, has continued to 
broaden course selection and to meet this mandate. Brian 
has been supported in this work by two Board members 
and the ED through a CWMS Committee. 

The Special General Meeting held in February 1995, and 
the survey in Cloudburst, produced the consensus that 
the our clubs and individual members wanted the 
Federation "to concentrate on access and conservation 
issues". To this end we have redrafted the Federation 
Mission Statement, Long Term Goals, and Policies. The 
Board has renewed its collective energy and strengthened 
its Standing Committees. In addition, we intend to be 
more frequent and vocal in our press releases and 
attendance at public hearings on conservation issues, and 
to continue our input on Forest Service and Park Service 
resource hearings. One of directives to our new Executive 
Director will be to establish contacts in all regions of the 
province, so that we are truly an organization involved in 
province-wide access and conservation issues. We have 
identified and listed our list of accomplishments and 
involvements by region so we can determine where more 
effort is required. 

The Board has spent substantial time in the last year on 
the issue of communication with our members. The major 
conclusion of this effort was that communication must be 
improved, and we have resolved to initiate changes to 
procedures. One problem is the difference in frequency of 
club meetings. During the past two years individual 

Directors have been assigned one or two clubs to visit 
during the year. These meetings are good in that club 
members can put a face to the names of Directors. 
However, in the long term we need much more effective 
communication with clubs so that the Board can canvass 
them in order to take a legitimate stand on issues. On 
resource issues the Government typically gives 
organizations such as ours less than thirty days to 
formulate a policy or to provide comment. This presents 
the almost impossible task of reaching a consensus of our 
clubs and members in a very short time period. Because of 
this situation, we are going to hold another Special 
Meeting with our club and individual members to seek 
input and guidance on this most important issue, and from 
which we can develop a consistent policy. We had 
originally planned to hold this meeting in January, but 
have delayed until April so that the new Executive 
Director can play a prominent role in this process. 
Communication with the clubs will be one of the priorities 
of the new ED. 

As stated in a previous issue, we would appreciate an e-
mail address and/or fax number of FMCBC members so 
that we can send out information on access and 
conservation. However, on issues where we need 
opinions on policy formulation, we shall continue to reach 
out to the club executives. It is our intent to use this e-
mail/fax list to keep the membership of Federation as well 
informed on issues as possible, not to circumvent a club's 
mandate from its own members. 

The Fed also has a webpage (listed on page 2). We are 
currently setting up a list server so our members can 
communicate with one another. In addition, we are 
investigating the cost of a 1-800 number so members can 
reach the Fed office easier. 

This is my last address in Cloudburst to FMCBC members, 
as President. I have really enjoyed serving the Federation 
this past year. I do encourage everyone to participate in 
the April meeting and to attend the AGM in June. These 
meetings give members a chance to make the Federation 
their own. It has taken me four years on the Board to fully 
appreciate all of the activities in which the Federation is 
involved and to appreciate the time donated by our 
volunteers. If you would like a list of the Federation's 
activities, please feel free to contact our office. I would 
also encourage anyone who has concerns about 
recreational access and conservation to become a 
volunteer of the FMCBC. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Hosted by the Valley Outdoor Association June 11-14 1997 

Schedule of Events 

June 11 1997, Wednesday 
O Reception 18h -21 h (6pm - 9pm) (high-rise) of John Vandermeer: 

Gladwin Road (enter from Gladwin or McClure Road - basement rec. room) 
Abbotsford (Map will be included in material sent out 

O Those arriving late, contact John Vandermeerat 855-7316. 

June 12 1997, Thursday 
O Day Hikes: Moderate (Slesse) and Easy (Othello Tunnels). 
O Start at 8am. Good boots and raingear needed. Participants must sign a waiver of liability 

forall field trips. 

June 13 1997, Friday 
O Day Hikes: Moderate (Diez Vista - Mt. St. Benedict). 

Start at 7:30am. 
O At 6:30pm: Spectacular Seafood Buffet At Newlands Golf Course, Langley - Door Prizes. 
O After Dinner: Slide show/Speaker 
O Awards for Volunteers (Suggestions: ask your clubs) 

June 14 1997, Saturday 
O 9am - 4pm: FMCBC Annual General Meeting at Lecture Room at the Kwantlen College, 

20901, Langley Bypass, Langley. 
O 9am: Canoe trip to Widgeon Creek. Canoes & Life Jackets can be rented (Mike Monks). 
O 9:30: walk around Historic Fort Langley. 
O 4pm - 5pm: FMCBC Directors Meeting. 
O 6pm - 9pm: BBQ hosted by VOA at Redwood Park, South Surrey. 

Additional Information: 
John Vandermeer's number is 855-7316. 
Conference map will be sent out to participants when they register. 

Please send form and cheque by May 21 to: Linda Janzen 
11850-243 Street 
Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1 M1 

REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME(S)   TEL: 

ADDRESS POSTAL CODE 

CLUB AFFILIATION 

BTLLETINGNEEDED? NUMBEROF PEOPLE 

FEES: Friday Dinner ($24) Saturday Lunch  ($7) 
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ISLAND PERSPECTIVE 
By Chris Barner 

A feeling of foreboding permeated my thoughts as soon 
as I heard the question, "Do you have your own 
business or something, how come you have two different 
listing in the phone book?" In fact, I only have one 
telephone number. The other number referred to was 
once that of the Heathens info line 

It all started a few years ago when someone suggested 
that, rather than call all the Heathens about every little 
thing, we should get a telephone number, attach an 
answering machine to it, and record all the club data on a 
message. In this way, members and curious others could 
sleuth out club happenings. Great idea. We did this, and 
even though the service never quite got the use we'd 
hoped it would, it seemed like a good way to keep most of 
us informed. We even had our own cute little listing in 
the directory under "Heathens Club, the". 

It was almost a year later when BC Tel decided they just 
had to hike up their rates. We were classified as a 
business and, in our case, the increase nearly doubled the 
cost of the service. We are not the richest bunch 
of climbing bums, so even though the "Heathen hotline" 
had begun to be used for a multitude of humorous and 
worthwhile purposes, we considered canceling the 
project. 

However, I was inspired to make a last ditch effort to save 
the hotline as we moved to our current location two 
springs ago. I was unpleasantly surprised when I realized 
that it was four times more expensive to relocate the info 
line than it was to relocate the residential one. A similar 
disparity was reflected in the rental rates, where a 
personal line will cost you twelve bucks and change, a 
business line costs around thrice that. 

Business. What business? There was definitely no 
business being done on a telephone line that didn't 
end at a telephone! I didn't think we should be classified 
as one, and in the summer of `95, I began a nine month 
lobby in an effort to get our rates reduced to those of a 
residential line. I did both the long distance and the one-
eight-hundred routine; I got put on hold forever; I heard 
all manner of double-talk; the buck was passed from one 
to another and back... the whole nine yards. 

Well, they say you can't do that. If you want your non-
profit; public service; food bank; sexual assault victim 
hotline; or what have you; listed in the directory, then 
you're gonna be paying the larger bucks. If you wanna 
pay twelve dollars plus, your number can only be listed 
next to a person's name.. .probably yours. 

Nevertheless, in a show of rare determination, I augered 
through layer upon layer of BC Telishness for an entire 
day until, to my astonishment, I finally dealt with a very 
pleasant woman who seemed to understand our dilemma. 
A brief but productive ten minute conversation concluded 
with our rates reduced and our listing retained. My sense 
of accomplishment was tainted by the idea that it had 
taken the lion's share of a year for me to get to speak with 
this person. Why? At least it seemed as though the 
battle of the billing was over. 

That was last summer. 

The new phone book was published in December. Our 
cute little listing was absent, and the club number 
occupied the space adjacent to the first of the two Chris 
Barners in the tome. I bet 9-1-1 was just a-buzzin' as local 
conservatives heart-attacked and stroked their way to the 
phone imagining the dreaded consequences of having 
another "me" to deal with. However, while the miracle (or 
nightmare) of cloning humans (or heathens) may still be 
centuries away, the inconvenience of resuming club 
phoning duties is imminent, and anyone attempting to 
contact your humble wordsmith via the directory gets to 
listen to the dreary "not in service" guy first. 

...And I knew it the second I heard that question. When I 
went seeking an explanation the pleasant woman wasn't 
available; she was temporarily disabled with a bad back. 
(Why couldn't one of the people I dealt with originally 
have gotten the bad back?) The woman I did speak to was 
flowery and apologetic, but like most people who are paid 
to be that way, she only sounded like she wanted to help. 
She explained that she sympathized, but was unable to do 
for us what she couldn't do for a million-and-a-half other 
customers. Hmm. If a million-and-a-half folks think that 
there should be a third classification for telephone lines of 
our ilk, maybe "customer service first" BC Tel should come 
up with one. 

How ironic, and what a shame, that a communications 
company should make it difficult for citizens to 
keep in touch. 

Garden & Turf mixes 
'SAND & COMPOST MIXES 

TOPSOIL LTD. • LABORATORY TESTED 
276-9522 • CUSTOM BLENDING 
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NORTHERN PERSPECTIVE 
by Mike Nash, Prince George 

Fifteen years ago, as a member of the local search and 
rescue group, I discovered that we had 12 pairs of brand 
new Sherpa snowshoes in storage. I was eager to try them 
out, and was soon amazed at their capabilities in steep 
terrain compared to my traditional wooden snowshoes. 
Inspired, I led a series of winter snow cave exercises for 
team members in the Cariboo and Rocky mountains. After 
leaving the group in 1984, I turned my winter outdoor 
attention to improving my telemark skills and gear; but the 
idea of the snowshoes never quite left me. 

About 3 years ago, it seems that the sport of snowshoeing 
was rediscovered, perhaps fed by the snowboarders 
desires to access the backcountry. A bewildering array of 
new hi tech snowshoes soon hit the market. My interest 
was freshly aroused, and I began shopping around. I 
decided that the key features to look for were reliability 
and durability (preferably backed by a lifetime warranty), 
good climbing grip, low weight, and swivel bindings. This 
brought me full circle back to Sherpa. Then came the 
question of what size to get for a broad range of snow 
conditions and pack weights -- I was somewhere between 
sizes. I decided on the smaller size, since one or two 
inches of reduced flotation is more than offset by the 
lower weight and reduced awkwardness of the smaller 
snowshoes. 

There are some skiers who wouldn't be seen dead on 
snowshoes; and at least one snowshoes that I know who 
feels the same way about skis. That's a shame, because 
there really is a place for both. The pleasures of cutting 

telemark turns in the deep powder are rivaled by the thrill 
of running down a steep powder slope on snowshoes: 
something like low gravity moon running: And walking up 
a steep slope on two or three meters of snow can be just 
like mountain hiking. 

The relative simplicity of snowshoes brings me closer to 
nature. I feel as if I am mimicking the movements of the 
mountain caribou, with their broad feet. Watching a 
caribou bound down a powder slope only a few meters 
away from me, landing on all feet and body in a single 
large crater every 3 or 4 meters, I realize that as a skier I 
can only hope to copy this with a well executed head 
plant. And, snowshoes afford an opportunity for anyone 
with a basic fitness level and good outdoor skills to 
access the mountains in the winter. 

This weekend I climbed alone on the Sugarbowl mountain 
trail east of Prince George: the first test for my new 
snowshoes. I was a little unsure at first, wondering if I 
might better have invested my money in a new pair of 
skis or boots. But, as I started climbing, the old rhythm 
soon returned. Higher now; deep powder glades of snow 
amidst the clusters of lichen draped trees; tendrils of mist 
and cloud swirling mysteriously and bursting off the 
ridgeline above, beckoning with endlessly changing 
patterns. And, what about the other cloudburst? The 
submission deadline is this week. Do I really want to write 
about the twenty first century belonging to northern BC? 
No.... I'll write about snowshoeing! Perhaps it's the same 
thing. 

Hiking and climbing, but-to-hut ski touring & ski-mountaineering 

* Several huts with easy access 

Clubhouse accommodation in Canmore, Alberta, 

with self-contained small & large-group facilities 

$8 to $25 per night 

To order a copy of our book, Alpine Huts, A Guide to the Facilities of the ACC 
or for more information, contact us at: 

Box 8040, Canmore, Alberta. 11W 2T8 
403-678-3200 

or visit our website www.culturenet.ca/ACC/ 

The Alpine Club of Canada 
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Federation of Mountain Clubs of B.C. 
Involvement in Trail Work 

on the North Shore 
by Darlene Anderson, Director 

The Federation was involved in two successful trail work 
crew projects last summer, as a sponsor for the 
provincial job creation program for youth called 
Environmental Youth Team or E-Team. Both projects 
involved four days of trail work and one day of job related 
training each week. 

The first project was for 16 weeks (June 4 - September 27, 
1996) and the crew worked closely with BC Parks staff on 
three trails in North Shore provincial parks - Yew Lake trail, 
Howe Sound Crest trail and Baden Powell trail. The main 
focus of the project was the Howe Sound Crest Trail. 
However, to start the summer off the crew did some 
regular maintenance on the Yew Lake trail in preparation 
for the official opening (which never happened because of 
the bears!). At the end of June they moved to the Howe 
Sound Crest trail where they worked for two weeks until 
the presence of black bears became too exciting. They 
were only encountered on the walk through the ski area to 
the trail, but it was decided it would be safer to work 
elsewhere. This led the crew to the Baden Powell trail, 
west of Mt. Seymour Parkway, where they upgraded the 
trail considerably. They removed bridges and replaced 
them with culverts, and rebuilt a section of the trail to 
eliminate a steep rocky section. Then in late August the 
crew went back to the Howe Sound Crest trail where work 
was done up to Strachan Meadows until the end of 
September. 

The second project was for 10 weeks on the Grouse Grind, 
where the crew worked closely with the two volunteers, 
Don McPherson and Phil Severy, who built the trail back 
in the early `80's. Many steps and few drainage ditches 
were the end product of this very satisfying project. The 
team worked well together and everyone involved had a 
great time! - through rain, snow and sunshine, from 
October 7 -December  13, 1996. If you are out hiking the 

• Grouse Grind this year, you can blame us for all those 
steps! (The idea is to protect the trail from corrosion -
very heavy foot traffic and rain - and widen it, so the trail 
can continue to be used for years to come, by the more 
than 60,000 people per year who use it. If you are 
looking for a narrow wilderness trail, the Grouse Grind is 
not the place to go. Luckily, the Grouse Grind is only one 
of many trails on the North Shore). 

VOC HUT UPDATES 
by Blair Hammond, VOC Delegate 

As many of you now know, the VOC is in the process of 
establishing another hut. This project is being done in 
collaboration with the WCB and as we speak Brian Gawley 
and his comrades at the injured worker's rehabilitation 
program are working at getting it finished for the summer. 
It will sleep 10 + and will have a wood burning stove. I've 
seen what they have so far, and the architect's drawings, 
and it promises to be a beautiful little building. 

We have applied to put the but at the headwaters of Phelix 
Creek, which is north of Birkenhead Lake Provincial Park. 
The exact location we have asked for is near Mt. 
Shadowfax, UTM coordinates of 523300 5608500 on 
mapsheet 92J067. The installation date is set for the first 
weekend of August, 1997, but may be bumped ahead if the 
weather is foul or the snowpack too deep. Anyone 
interested in helping should contact the club. 

There have been some problems in the application 
process, but now that staff changes at MoF have calmed 
down, things should move along a little more smoothly 
(we hope!). 

Of interest to many Fed members will be the name of the 
hut: The Brian Waddington Memorial Hut. The VOC 
would like to thank Betsy and the rest of Brian's family for 
allowing the club to dedicate our newest but to Brian, 
someone who represented the best qualities of the club 
during his time at UBC. 

I thought it would also be useful to pass on an update 
regarding our existing huts as well. Harrison Hut (at 
Mt. Overseer) is in spanking shape. There are two white 
gas lanterns and spare mantles there. Should any parties 
plan on flying in, do your best to bring some wood with 
you. The VOC eventually hopes to take no wood 
whatsoever from around the but to minimize site impacts, 
so try to do your part. 

Brew Hut is also in good condition, though there was 
damage to one window by a party who had a hard time 
getting in. Be gentle please! If you are too tired to dig out 
the door when you arrive, take the time to warm up the 
window frame and open it carefully. The club will be 
rigging something in the next few months to make opening 
the window's easier, but until then, take it easy on it 
please! 

Continued on page 14 



FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC PAGE 8 

I recently received a glossy map from the provincial 
government that shows all of the provincial parks in the 
province. We're up to 9.3% protection! Unfortunately, 
many of the new parks have included mostly alpine areas 
with not a lot of lower elevation timber. 

Some members of the forest industry might argue that 
point. I would be interested in seeing a report detailing 
the amount of lower elevation forest and alpine tundra 
(biogeoclimatic zones) protected in the last four years. 

In the Lillooet area, the only major park is the Stein, which 
was announced in December 1995. At that time the 
government announced that a land use plan would start 
for the Lillooet timber supply area (TSA). A year later 
there has not been much progress in starting this plan. 
Marcus Kellerhals and I have attended a couple of 
meetings where the proposed Land and Resource Man-
agement Plan has been discussed. We're hoping that the 
LRMP will result in the protection of the following threat-
ened areas: 

• Spruce Lake includingBonanzaBasin 
• Shulaps 

• McGillivray Pass 
• Cerise Creek 
• UpperBridgeRiver 

Our major concern is the small area that may be protected. 
The Stein is about 10% of the TSA, so if the 12% guideline 
is used, there isn't much more area that can be protected. 
We need about 20% of the Lillooet TSA protected to 
properly represent the diversity and fantastic wilderness 
in the area. We're working on a strategy for areas to be 
proposed and promoted as protected areas. We would 
appreciate your input on what areas should be protected 
in the Lillooet TSA. Please call me at (604) 987-1232. 
We're also looking for an alternate to represent us at the 
LillooetLRMP meetings. 

Spruce Lake Trails 
I'm working on a trail guide for the Spruce Lake area. A 
draft should be available on the FMCBC web site at hap:!! 
mindlink.bc.ca/fmcbc. Or send an email to 
firrblinkbc.ca 

LET THE MOUNTAIN 
MOVE YOU 
WHEREVER ON EARTH YOU STRIVE TO GO, 
MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT CO-OP 
CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH THE GEAR. 

WHETHER IT'S CLIMBING, CAMPING, CANOEING, 
KAYAKING, HIKING, BICYCLE TOURING, OR SKIING. 

YOU'LL FIND ALL YOU NEED AT LOW M EC PRICES. 

DROP IN AND SEE US, OR, 
FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
CALL 1-800-663-2667 

MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT 
CO-OP 

VANCOUVER STORE: 130 WEST BROADWAY - PHONE: 872-7858 
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..................................................................... ..................................................................... 
ails CommitteeRepo: 
'Ie er`Co-cha ri nanofti7 eT raits l 

The Trail Committee works on the hiking trails in B. C. 
Some ofthe most current news includes: 1) The 
Baden Powell Trail project making signposts and trails 
repairs for safe recreational usage. This project is 
nearing completion. 2) The Grouse Grind Trail project 
making a safe trail up to the top of Grouse Mountain for 
hikers is still going strong. 3) General business items 
include the purchase of trail reflector tape to mark and 
identify specific trail zones and their specific usages. 

TheiraiLCommittee works to have B.C. hiking trails 
recognized, protected, and maintained. The Adopt-
A Trail program was started on Vancouver Island in 1990. 
Underthis program groups have adopted many trails. 
Their responsibilities include the maintenance repair and 
marking of the trails. The objectives of the program are: 

1. To clear and upgrade the existing mountain trails. 
2. To encourage, promote and publicize the use of the 

trail system. 
3. To teach organizational, outdoor and safety skills 

to people. 

The Federation of Mountain Clubs is willing to assist you 
by providing tools and materials to adopt a trail. The 
Federation of Mountain Clubs of B.C. extends an 
invitation to all its readers, interested groups and 
orgainizations to Adopt-A-Trail. 

Once the trail has been adopted and work done on the 
trail, the adopters should view the recreation inventory 
maps for their area at a local forest service district office. 
This will insure that the recreation values for the trail are 
on the map and kept up to date. When a trail is repaired, 
closed, or upgraded, accurate and complete information 
should be passed over to your local forest district office. 
Essentially, with a good recreation inventory map better 
decisions about protection and management of the 
environment can be made. 

Nature is home. Her streams and rivers break down rock 
to form soil. You have seen the beauty of her places such 
as, the Canadian Rockies and the Grand Canyon. There 
stand nature's sacred symbols of the trials and 
tribulations of North America's first people, today and in 
the past. Listen to their teachers and enter into their 
healing circles. For the moment, it seems the right thing to 
do. 

Note: The trails maintained in and about Prince George by 
the Caledonia Ramblers are being added to the 
Federation's Adopt-A-Trail programme and will be signed 
appropriately. Any suggestions for a route for the B.C. 
section of the National Hiking Trail from Banffto 
Vancouver to Victoria, please submit them to FMCBC 
office c/o Pat Harrison, NHA rep. 

TWEEDSMUIR PARK 
RAINBOW RANGE 

ITCHA ULKATCHUZ PARK 

Hike the spectacular alpine of the Rainbows and Ukkatchuz mountains of the West Chilcotin without the 
burden of a backpack. The Dorsey's bring generations of tradition and experience to a unique wilderness 
adventure. 

Completely outfitted horse supported guided hiking 

* 6 to 8 day adventures in the Rainbows and Ulkatchuz Mountains 
* 3 day alpine hiking tours connecting with the Discovery Coast Ferry sailings to Bella Coola 

Experience 

* true wilderness 
* spectacular alpine flowers 
* gourmet meals 

vegetarian or otherwise Rainbow Mountain Outfitting 
Box 3066 
AnahimLake,B.C. V0L 1C0 

Phone: 250 742 3760 Fax: 250 742 3411 
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The rather overcast weather did not temper the North 
Shore Hikers trip participants' enthusiasm to practise 
snowhiking, ice axe and ski pole skills on Seymour, in 

February this year. 

Photo credit: Gabriel Mazoret 

Unusually heavy snowfalls 
combined with strong winds 

early In the season resulted in 
many trails blocked by a 

considerable number and size 
of wind falls. Clearing has 
already started as shown in 

this photo by one of the many 
volunteer groups (this case 

NSH, 18/12/96) involved in the 
maintenance of trails. 

Photo credit: Gabriel Mazoret 
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Canada West Mountain School 
by Brian Jones, Manager 

It is hard to pretend that winter is over and spring, with 
it's backpacking, mountaineering and other sundependant 
activities, is already here. This past season's record 
snowfalls on local mountains had skiers ecstatic and will 
continue to do so for many more weeks of spring touring. 
Whether due to the fantastic skiing conditions or because 
of an increased awareness of the need for avalanche 
safety training, CWMS avalanche courses were very well 
received this winter. Our new formats including two day 
and four day courses appeared successfull, and an 
increased number of snowboarders on avalanche courses 
attests to both the growing popularity of this sport as a 
legitimate backcountry activity and to the concerns of 
backcountry boarders in regards to avalanche safety. 
Other courses offered over the winter went equally well. 
In all, over 400 students participated in the FMCBC's 96/ 
97 winter program offered by CWMS. 

Many thanks to all the participants and a sincere thank 
you to all the instructors and staff who continue to put an 
enormous amount of energy into making sure that 
students on our courses continue to have an excellent 
experience with us! Our program has depended on the 
great work and commitment of the following people, 
whether working in the field, the office or volunteeering: 

NEPAL! 

Fall depatures now booking for small 
groups to walk amongst the highest 
peaks in the world. Each group is lead 
by a Canadian trek leader. 

* Everestregion * Annapurna 
* Manaslucircuit * Gorkha 
* Chitwanjungle * Tibettour 
Call for detailed brochure. 

2517 YorkAve. Vancouver, BC 
V6K 1E3 tel: 604/731 7650 Email 

evtrek@direct.ca 
h t tp//w w w. m ed i afx. com/ev trek 

L~verest 
trekking

Jon Hockins 
Chris Rowe 
Bruce Wilson 
Helen Row 
Robin Slieker 
Niko Wiess 
GrahamUnderhill 
Graeme Taylor 
Janet Roddan 
Dana Lindahl 

Graeme White 
Rich Woo 
George Weetman 
Alana Prociuk 
Doug Brown 
Bernadette Sharpe 
Jason Hayes-Holgate 
Stanya 
Lany Emrick 

Looking onward to spring and summer, we have an 
exciting season ahead with the school! New courses 
for mountaineering, changed formats for some rock 
programs and a venture into the Northern Rockies 
Wilderness area are among some of the additions to our 
program. As always, there will still be a wide 
selection of courses offered from backpacking and 
navigation to technical climbing and rescue! 

Canada West Mountain School 1997 summer brochures 
are available at most local outdoor stores, or 
give the FMCBC a call and we will mail one to you and 
your friend free of charge. 

The 3est 
Selection of 
Quah:j Outdoor 3ear 
Made & Serviced Locally 

ICooxet~ttiy 
EXPERIENCE 

306 Victoria St Nelson 354-4441 

Himalayan Travel since 1987 
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Sponsored by the Federation of Mountain Clubs of B.C. 
Wilderness Education Program 

The purpose of this program is to give students and 
teachers a deeper understanding of the importance of 
wilderness. The Wilderness Education Program (WEP) 
consists of two parts; a classroom-based lecture and slide 
presentation, and a follow-up field trip to a wilderness 
area. 

John Clarke, explorer and mountaineer 
extaordinaire, brings to the classroom his more 
than 30 years of wilderness experience. John is known for 

his energetic and engaging speaking style, his sense of 
humor and his vast personal knowledge of BC's 
wilderness. John is a source of inspiration and motivation 
for students and teachers alike. 

The WEP is run on donations by individual's and groups. 
If you are wanting to donate, please send a cheque to 
`WIN-BC' to FMCBC's office, we in return we will send 
you a tax receipt and a big thank-you from Wilderness 
Education Program. 

Some of the Comments from people who have enjoyed John Clarke's classes and 
wilderness outings: 

"John Clarke has a great approach to protecting the 
environment: it is called education. Armed with slides and 
stories of his experiences, John travels from school to 
school making an impact on the younger generations. His 
energy and enthusiasm make him a popular speaker among 
his audience. They greet each breathtaking slide with 
ohhs and ahhs and an abundance of questions. The 
presentation gives many of these children their first 
glimpse at the beauty of British Columbia. Even though 
the mountains and wilderness are close to the city, many 
urban dwellers never get the opportunity to encounter it 
first hand. John makes it accessible to everyone and 
encourages them all to experience it for themselves." 
Doug Brown and.Bernadette Sharpe, FMCBC's office 
work experience employees funded by BC Hydro Youth 
Employment Program 

"...a glorious production; I can say personally that I 
thought it was one of the finest presentations I have ever 
seen. And, the message was especially pleasing, because 
it is important to hear it from a professional - someone who 
has devoted a greater portion of his life to the outdoor 
environment." Jason Rody, Retreat Committee Chair, 
Outdoor Recreation Management. 

Note by Editor: Any requests for information regarding 
the Wilderness Education Program please contact the 
FMCBC's office. 
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EDUCATION AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
PREPARATION FOR AN UNEXPECTED NIGHT OUT 

by Chris Mills, Chairman, Education and Safety 

An unexpected night spent outdoors (usually referred to 
as a forced bivouac) is an experience that almost all 
mountain hikers and climbers will have at some stage in 
their activities. It may range from a slightly uncomfortable 
(or even pleasant) interlude to a fully-fledged fight for 
survival, depending upon conditions and the state of 
preparedness of the participants. Timely action, such as 
shortening the trip to return safely before darkness or bad 
weather encroaches, is an obvious means of preventing 
benightment, and so is careful planning and an early start. 
However, there are times when unforeseen circumstances 
leave you with few choices of action and the responsible 
hiker, climber, or skier or snowboarder should carry some 
emergency equipment to make a night out a relatively 
comfortable and safe experience. 

Choose a spot for your bivouac before weather and/or 
darkness decides this for you. This should be as protected 
from the elements as possible, and preferably below the 
tree line. Stay as close to your route or trail as possible to 
avoid becoming lost or disoriented, and if you expect 
someone to come looking for you clearly mark your 
location. Do not bivouac on a trail, because bears often 
use trails at night and they (or early morning hikers!) may 
become annoyed by your presence. Unless you are 
experienced in night travel by head torch (a better choice 
than a hand-held flashlight), stay put until dawn. It takes 
skill to walk even an easy trail in wooded terrain at night, 
so you might want to practice this in your local park. 

Although you may be hungry or thirsty, your most 
serious enemy is hypothermia. Body warmth is lost to 
both the air and ground, and the speed of this loss is 
greatly increased if your clothing is wet. A small pad of 
closed cell foam will reduce heat loss to the ground if 
placed under your seat or hips and should always be 
carried. A coil of climbing rope will do the same, but not 
so effectively. Some back packs have a removable foam 
pad built into their structure - a most useful feature. For 
all weather emergency protection a Goretex and coated 
nylon bivouac sack (bivvy bag) offers quality protection 
for a weight of only a pound and a half (700-800 g). A 
much less expensive substitute is an industrial grade 
plastic garbage bag that you can get your body (but not 
your head) inside. Such garbage bags are carried as 
emergency equipment by many hikers in Great Britain and 
are credited with saving lives. A sheltered bivouac spot, 
foam pad and protection bag, in conjunction with the extra 
dry clothes and warm hat (heat loss is greatest from the 
head) you should be carrying, will get you through a 

relatively severe night out. If you have water and some 
high energy food (again, things that you should always 
carry) reserved for emergencies you will be relatively 
comfortable - possibly frightened, but quite comfortable 
and safe. If starting a fire is necessary for warmth, do so 
with care and douse it thoroughly before you leave in the 
morning - a large fire may become uncontrollable very 
quickly. 

A positive mental attitude is extremely beneficial during 
unplanned bivouacs. Stay in control of the situation and 
make rational decisions. Do not allow the situation to make 
decisions for you. 

Serious backcountry accidents are usually the result of an 
escalating series of incidents resulting from poor 
judgement. Such poor judgement often involves decisions 
related to a night in the open, so proper preparation for an 
unplanned bivouac may considerably increase your safety 
margin. 

A comfortable high mountain bivouac has its own rewards 
- I have seen some spectacular sunrises when poking my 
head from my bivvy bag after an unplanned stay on a 
mountain ledge. So prepare and plan, and possibly try a 
rehearsal in a safe place near home. 

Please enjoy the mountains safely. 

in the 
CARIBOO MTNS of 

WELLS GRAY PARK, B.C. 
• 3 comfortable huts 

• Winter ski touring for all abilities 
• Summer alpine hiking 

• Great prices! 

WELLS GRAY PARK CHALETS 
Box 188B, Clearwater, B.C. VOE 1N0 

Phone (604) 587-6444 Fax (604) 587-6446 
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BULLETIN 

RENTALS 
High quality 10' x 12' wall tent with internal frame, 
insulated floor and wood stove. Total weight 45 kgs. 
Excellent base camp tent for fly-in ski trips,mountaineering 
camps etc. Contact Brian Jones at Canada West 
Mountain School at 737-3056. 

PHOTO CONTEST CORRECTION 
FMCBC sends it's sincerest apologies to Barbra T. 
Darovski for mis-spelling of her name and for placing 
a very badly scanned photo of Lake Arele at Mt. Baker 
area, which she won first place in the summer photo 
contest. 

VOC Hut Update continued from page 7 

Burton Hut (at Sphinx Bay) is on the list for repairs and 
renovations as soon as the new but is finished. Among 
the jobs to do are patching the roof, replacing some floor-
boards, perhaps insulation and perhaps, just maybe, 
moving it or raising it so that it will not be subject to 
flooding. Some oaf broke the lantern glass recently, and 
that needs to be replaced; if you're going that way, call 
the club (822-2228) and we'll give you model # and pay for 
the replacement part. The heater is working great, and 
during one cold snap (outside temps below -30c) the but 
was a comparatively toasty -5c. 

As for McGivallry Hut, well, last reports indicate that it's a 
total write off. This hut, donated to the club some time 
ago, is now about 5 feet high, having sunk into the bog on 
which it was erected. Farwell to this but until the VOC 
attracts a sugar daddy who can help pay for its 
resurrection. 

All are welcome to use VOC huts free of charge. We ask 
that you check with us before doing so in order to 
prevent conflicts. Most club cabins are occupied during 
UBC long weekends, spring vacations etc.. .We can also 
give you the most up-to-date information on the hut's 
condition and may be able to make some useful 
suggestions. If you do use one of our huts, please do not 
leave it a mess. Don't drip waxeverywhere, pack out your 
garbage and sweep it up after you are done. Also, please 
don't use up the fuel you may find there; chances are 
good that we brought it up and will be coming back soon. 
All of our huts havelanterns, so bring white gas. Brew 
and Burton also have kerosene heaters, so bring some if 

VOLUNTEERS 
FMCBC is looking for volunteers who wish to work in the 
office helping with data entry, filing and other 
office duties. If interested please contact Alana at 737-
3053. 

JUMBO GLACIER UPDATE 
Roger Freeman, Co-chairman of FMCBC's Recreation and 
Conservation committee has sent a letter to Raymond 
Crook, Jumbo Glacier Project Committee Chair regarding 
the draft project report specifications relating to Jumbo 
Glacier Alpine Resort Project. Anyone wishing a copy of 

letter contact FMCBC's office. 

Letter to the Editor continued from page 16 

That is not to suggest there are going to be 
confrontations on the trail, but what is happening is that 
skiers are increasingly being denied their simple pleasures 
- a little peace and quiet and perhaps some untracked 
powder - while snowmobiles, because of their increasing 
numbers and mobility, can grab it all. 

I believe the only way this imbalance can be addressed is 
to set aside some areas in addition to Garibaldi Park that 
are closed to snowmobiles. My choice would be Brew, 
Brandywine Meadows and Metal Dome, with access to 
Brohm Ridge, upper Brandywine and upper Callaghan 
shared. I realize there are commercial and tourism interests 
involved and that - rightly so from its point of view - the 
snowmobile community will not view this opinion with 
enthusiasm. 

Nevertheless, I believe a dialogue must be initiated among 
all parties. To that end I am sending a copy of this letter 
to the appended list of groups and individuals. Thank 
you for your interest. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Emrick, 
4612 West 12th Avenue 
Vancouver, BC V6R 2R6 

cc: Jim McCraken, Lower Mainland Regional 
Headquarters; Federation of Mountain Clubs of 
BC; BC Mountaineering Club; BC Snowmobile 
Federation; Markus Kellerhais; Stewart Bell, The 
Vancouver Sun. 
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WORKING TOGETHER 
TO SUSTAIN PARKS AND PROTECTED AREAS 

11-13 April, 1997 (Friday - Sunday) 
Landmark Hotel and Conference Centre 
1400 Robson Street, Vancouver, B.C. 

A public forum to: 
Examine needs, choices and solutions in meeting the conservation and recreation mandates ofparks and 
protected areas. Discuss current issues in stewardship and exchange ideas, contacts and techniques that 
work. Build new mechanisms through which park agencies work with each other, with First Nations, and 
with conservation and recreation organizations to sustain parks and protected areas. 

Forum Themes: 
Working Together - Discuss current mandates and roles of agencies and organizations. Explore new 
ways ofintegrating efforts and working together efficiently. 
Pressures on Conservation and Recreation - Develop approaches to sustaining ecological integrity in 
parks and protected areas while meeting the needs ofrecreational users. 
Stewardship - Clarify the roles of stewardship groups in sustaining parks and protected areas. Expand 
the capacity of volunteers to contribute by identifying their needs and providing networking opportunities. 
Resourcing - Identify new approaches and determine preferences to meet management needs for 
sustaining parks and protected areas. 

Presented by: 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society - BC Chapter 

and Greater VancouverRegional District Parks Department 

In cooperation with: 
BC Parks 

Parks Canada 
Capital Regional District Parks 

Federation of British Columbia Naturalists 
Outdoor Recreation Council of BC 

Federation of Mountain Clubs of B.C. 

Endorsed by: 
British Columbia Environmental Network - Parks and Wilderness Caucus 

For a registration package, please contact CPAWS-BC at: 
(604) 685-7445 (phone), (604) 685-6449 (fax) 

cpawsbc@direct.ca (email) 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society - BC Chapter 
611 - 207 West Hastings Street 

Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Letter to Hon. Cathy McGregor, Minister of Environment, Lands and Parks 

Dear Minister: 

I am writing in association with the September edition of the Cloudburst newsletter produced by the Federation of Mountain 
Clubs of B.C. on the issue of snowmobiles in the backcountry. As an occasional member of the B.C. Mountaineering Club, and 
a long-time user of the backcountry, particularly along the Squamish-Whistler corridor, I share the writer Markus Kellerhals' 
interest in the issue. 

I have been astounded this winter by the increase of snowmobile use throughout what have been prime backcountry ski 
areas. I am thinking in particular of the Brandywine/Metal Dome and Callaghan Lake roads because at this writing those are 
situations I have experienced first-hand. The concentration of snowmobile trailers and pickups at the Brohm Ridge, and 
Callaghan to a lesser degree, I have no concern whatsoever. Snowmobilers have had access to Brohm Ridge for years and 
among some of my ski companions it has traditionally been viewed as an area that was suited to snowmobilers and generally 
unattractive to skiers. Access is a long, mostly unpleasant slog up in the road, and you can spend most of a day just getting 
to the old lodge complex. In the case of the Callagham road, I also have encountered snowmobiles there for years and accept 
that they have used Callaghan for long enough to have established a claim there. I was distressed, however,~on a recent day 
trip above the former Northair mine site, to discover that snowmobilers are accessing Sproat Mountain and the Rainbow Lake 
area from the Northair site. In conversation with some snowmobilers when we returned to the trailhead, they confirmed that 
they can easily access both areas, but assured us that only the "locals" know the route. I have skied the Northair route to 
Rainbow and climbed the peak as a day trip, so it is not a difficult route-finding accomplishment. And once one snowmobile 
track is laid down, there is nothing to stop any number of others from following. 

I am prepared to accept the situation at Brohm Ridge and Callaghan Lake, neither of which are attractive day trip ski 
destinations because of their length, and because skiers have shared those trails for years with snowmobiles. Snowmobiles 
have also been using the Brandywine Creek road as a route to the upper valley and beyond for most of the 20 years I have 
been skiing there. I even recall seeing snowmobile tracks on the summit of Metal Dome as long as eight years ago but it was 
an infrequent occurrence. I am deeply concerned, however, with the situation that has been allowed to develop in the Brew, 
Brandywine Meadows and Metal Dome areas, which from Diamond Head, comprise the few easily-accessible, day trip ski 
destinations along the Whistler corridor. 

This is in no way intended to be criticism of snowmobiles or snowmobilers. They deserve the same access to the backcountry 
as skiers and mountaineers. The vast majority of snowmobilers I have encountered are extremely conscientious and I am 
aware of snowmobilers offering assistance to skiers. The objections I have are numbers, noise and exhaust smell - the 
antithesis of the experience backcountry skiers seek. It is difficult to imagine that a party of backcountry skiers could spoil a 
day's outing for a group of snowmobilers, unless it's from the skiers' self-righteous demeanor or motley appearance. But 
being passed by perhaps 30 or 40 snowmobiles in succeeding waves while slogging up the Metal Dome trail is enough to 
spoil the day for many skiers. Since there is virtually no terrain skiers can use that snowmobilers can't and because a 
snowmobile can cover vast areas in one day that would take skiers many days to cover, there is virtually no area of the Lower 
Mainland, apart from Diamond Head or Black Tusk/Garibaldi Lake, that skiers can call their own for day use. Snowmobilers 
have a valid argument when they say skiers have all of Garibaldi Park, from which snowmobiles are excluded. But apart from 
Diamond Head - Diamond Dread as it has become known in recent years of heavy use - there is virtually no easy access for 
day trippers. Although the Black Tusk trail is easy to ski up, it is very difficult to ski day trippers. Although the Black Tusk 
trail is easy to ski up. it is very difficult to ski down so unless one is prepared to carry skis most of the way to or from the lake 
or meadows it is suitable only for advanced skiers. The Singing Pass Trail is a long slog up and difficult to ski down, and while 
Rainbow Lake has reasonably easy access from Whistler, if the lake and meadows are now inundated with snowmobilers, 
that's another destination lost to skiers. 

The number of snowmobiles in all the areas that are easily accessible to ski day trips has grown to the point that I believe the 
issue of conflicting interests must be addressed by both groups and provincial authorities. 

Continued on page 14 


