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MEMBERSHIP

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia (FMCBC) is a non-
profit organization representing the interests of non-mechanized hikers and 
climbers, and outdoor clubs throughout British Columbia. The FMCBC I) 
addresses mountain access, recreation, and conservation issues; 2) promotes 
outdoor education and safety through courses of instruction and Cloudburst arti-
cles; and 3) builds and maintains hiking trails throughout B.C. by its member 
clubs. Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual or group inter-
ested in non-mechanized outdoor activities, and access, recreational, and con-
servation concerns. Those interested in joining the FMCBC have two options: 

Club Membership: 
Please contact the FMCBC office to receive a list 

of clubs that belong to the FMCBC (See back cover). Membership is $15 per 
annum per membership when a member of a FMCBC Club. 

Individual Membership: 
Call the FMCBC office at 604 878 7007. 

Membership for individuals is $20 per year. 
The FMCBC accepts VISA and MasterCard for payment. 

You may also send $20 along with your name 
and address to the FMCBC at the above address. 

Members of More Than One FMCBC Clubs 
People who have memberships to more than one FMCBC member club are enti-
tled to a $15 refund for each "extra" membership on request. If you don't re-
quest a refund you are entitled to a tax receipt for the extra membership fees. 
To request either a refund or a tax receipt please send the request, in writing, to 
the FMCBC (address above). 
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President's Message 
The Fed is Us 

Manrlco Scremin 

As the not so new President of the FMCBC, I am 
constantly asking myself what's going well and 
how can we do better. One of the things I think we 
can do better is to convey the concept that we, all of 
us, are the FMCBC. Yes, it's true that very few of 
us joined the FMCBC directly; we're all members 
of clubs like the Alberni Valley Outdoor Club or 
the Alpine Club of Canada (just to cover the "A"s). 
Even though our clubs are diverse in what they do, 
how they do it, and where they are located, they all 
recognize that there are benefits to joining together 
in this federation of clubs. Basically, by working 
together on some things we can be more effective 
than working separately. There is a lot of truth to 
the notion that there is strength in numbers. 

The two most important roles for the FMCBC are: 

• To act as coordinating body to help the mem-
ber clubs achieve their common objectives; 

• To act as a single, strong voice in the local, 
provincial, and federal governments. 

We accomplish these, primarily, by bringing to-
gether volunteers from our various member clubs. 
We also have paid staff and a storefront office loca-
tion to assist in our activities. 

It is perfectly natural for people to ask: "What is 
the FMCBC doing-for me or my dub"? I suggest 
that the question be re-stated to ask: "How can my 
club and I work with other FMCBC members and 
use FMCBC resources to help us achieve our ob-
jectives"? Asking the question in this way might 
lead to a different way of thinking about the 
FMCBC. Yes, it is true: the Fed is us. 

FMCBC Happenings 
Mandco Scremin 

Here is a quick summary of events and activities 
from the Annual General Meeting in June and 
since. First off, a big thank you to the Comox Dis-
trict Mountaineering Club for organizing the AGM 
in Courtenay. The meeting went well and everyone 
had a good time at the social events. Key points 
from the AGM are summarized below: 

• The FMCBC broke even for the fiscal year 
ending March 31, 2002 and is budgeted to 
break even this year. (The financial situation 
for the first half of the current fiscal year is 
not particularly good although we are still 
expecting/hoping to break even.) 

• We discussed the new business strategy for 
Canada West Mountain School (CWMS). 

• Several Recreation and Conservation Com-
mittee and Trails Committee related items 
were discussed. 

• We agreed that the time has come to assess 
the FMCBC's organizational structure. 
What, if any, changes would be appropriate 
for helping us meet our objectives and would 
make us a truly effective, provincial organi-
zation? 

• We agreed to increase fees to $15 per mem-
bership from $12. 

We've had several events since the AGM including 
those listed here: 

• The Ozalenka Alpine Club based in McBride 
was admitted into the FMCBC. They are de-
scribed in a separate article. 

• Our Executive Director, Pat Harrison, re-
signed in September. We are holding off on 
hiring a replacement until our financial situa-
tion improves. 
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• We are participating in the hearings for the 
Recreation Stewardship Panel headed by 
Bruce Strachan. As you probably know, this 
is a controversial panel, and we are one of 
the organizations invited to participate as a 
stakeholder. 

• On December 2, Shane Koscielniak arranged 
for and led a group of people in a meeting 
with members of the Editorial Board of the 
Vancouver Sun. The purpose of the meeting 
was to emphasize the importance of our mu-
tual concern about the process being fol-
lowed by the Recreation Stewardship Panel. 
Representatives from CPAWS, Valhalla Wil-
derness, BC Naturalists, Western Canada 
Wilderness Committee, Sierra Club, and 
FMCBC attended. As a result of the meeting 
a "Special to the Sun" article written by 
Shane was published in the December 30 
edition of the Vancouver Sun. 

• We are participating in the Sea-to-Sky Fo-
rum. Monica Bittel, Lesley Bohm, Mike 
Feller, Mark Grist, Pat Harrison, and Mary 
Henderson have each devoted many, many 
hours to this process over the last year. 

• We are actively participating in the planning 
processes for two provincial parks in the 
Squamish-Whistler area. A short planning 
process for the new Clendenning Park in the 
Elaho Valley started in mid-December and is 
expected to be complete by March 2003. The 
plan for Tantalus Park near Squamish is de-
scribed in the report of the Recreation and 
Conservation Committee. 

• The Ministry of Forests (MoF) has issued 
Requests for Proposals for interested groups 
to take over maintenance responsibilities for 
designated MOF trails. See the report of the 
Trails Committee for details. 

• The Wilderness Education Program (WE?) 
which had been associated with the FMCBC 
will be formally associated with the BC 
Spaces For Nature starting on April 1, 2003. 
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They are more closely aligned with WEP's 
goals and are in a better position to fund raise 
for WEP. 

Comings and Goings 
Manrico Scremin 

Since the AGM we've had several people take on 
new roles with the FMCBC. To start we have four 
new Directors: 

Karen Asp brings excellent experience as an Ex-
ecutive Director and Board of Directors member in 
other non-profit societies. She has offered to be 
part of our governance review committee. 

Don Morton is a long time ACC Vancouver Island 
member and climber with experience in the major 
mountain ranges of the world. Don will act as Di-
rector for Southern Vancouver Island. 

Peter Rankin is one of the founders ofMDSI, a 
successful Vancouver high tech company and was a 
Canada West Mountain School (CWMS) client on 
trips to Aconcaqua and Elbrus. Pete has excellent 
business experience and will focus on helping 
CWMS to grow and become more profitable. 

Jay Straith is a long time volunteer worker for 
both the provincial and federal Liberal parties. He 
will help us craft our messages for maximum effec-
tiveness in Victoria and will also help get us in to 
see the right people in government. He will also 
assess our situation regarding liability insurance. 

In addition, the following have taken on other new 
roles with the FMCBC: 

Ron Ford is the new CWMS Registrar. He will 
also answer the phone for the FMCBC. 

Shane Koscielniak and Mike Peel are the new Co-
Chairs for the Recreation and Conservation Com-
mittee. 

Manrico Scremin was acclaimed FMCBC Presi-
dent at the AGM. 
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Helen Warn will form and chair a new FMCBC 
Awards Committee. 

The following have stepped down from their posi-
tions: 

Lesley Bohm stepped down as President at the 
AGM and continues to serve as a Director. She is 
also a key member of the Recreation and Conser-
vation Committee and the Sea to Sky Forum. 

Roger Freeman stepped down as Co-Chair of the 
Recreation and Conservation Committee in August. 
Roger has been involved with this committee and 
its precursor committees for about 27 years. 

Touring in the Pantheons 

Pat Harrison resigned as Executive Director in 
September. Pat is also a Past President of the 
FMCBC. He continues to volunteer as a Co-Chair 
of the Trails Committee, the Sea to Sky Forum, and 
the upcoming Squamish-Pemberton LRMP. 

Shane Koscielniak stepped down as Director at the 
AGM. He continues to be the Delegate for the 
Klister Outdoor Klub and is actively involved with 
the Recreation Stewardship Panel hearings. 

Louise Wheeler resigned as CWMS Registrar and 
FMCBC Office Manager in November. She filled 
that important role for the past year. 

Brian Wood is stepping down as Co-Chair of the 
Recreation and Conservation Committee. He will 

continue to be a member of the committee. 

I would like to thank all of the above for their hard 
work with the FMCBC. I want to make particular 
note of Lesley and Pat. Both worked tirelessly for 
the FMCBC in the last few years during a period 
when the organization was in trouble. They took 
on key roles when no one else wanted them. It's 
fair to say that the FMCBC is alive today largely 
because of Lesley's and Pat's efforts. 

John Clarke 

John Clark Awarded the 
Order of Canada 

Manrico Scremin 

On August 31, 2002, John Clarke received the Or-
der of Canada, our country's highest honour for 
lifetime achievement. John is an honorary member 
of both the Alpine Club of Canada and the BC 
Mountaineering Club. On a personal level, John 
was married in 2001 (something he vowed never to 
do) and his wife had a child early in 2002. John is 
suffering from brain cancer and is in the Palliative 
Care Unit at Vancouver General Hospital. 

There are three excellent reasons why John re-
ceived this prestigious award: his mountaineering 
and exploration accomplishments, his conservation 
advocacy work, and his wilderness education work. 
John is best known for his extensive exploration of 
the Coast Range of BC. He is the fast person to 
have stood on hundreds of peaks and is the first 
person to walk or ski on many of our glaciers. This 
is a remarkable achievement which is unlikely to 
ever be surpassed. 
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John was one of the key people involved in the pres-
ervation efforts for the "Stoltmann Wilderness" area. 
Among other things, he and others created the Wit-
ness Project which is a major factor in raising public 
awareness for this important wilderness area. In rec-
ognition of John's efforts, he was inducted into the 
Squamish Nation in a traditional Naming Ceremony. 
His Squamish name, Xwexws6lken, means Mountain 
Goat. 

John is at the hub of the Wilderness Education Pro-
gram ('WE?). In just a few years, John has reached 
about 30,000 youth with his unique presentations on 
the natural history and heritage of British Columbia. 
Many of these students have also participated in his 
field trips to experience the wilderness first hand. 
John has also conducted many workshops for teach-
ers at their conferences and professional development 
days. 

Please join me in congratulating John on his wonder-
ful achievement! 

Canada West Mountain School 
Brian Jones, Manager 

As I write this there is finally a bit of winter weather 
in the mountains, so we may even get out and ski 
soon! Even though it has been a very lean early sea-
son in terms of snow, this winter coming up looks to 
be an exciting one for Canada West Mountain 
School, with many new initiatives offered this year! 

Other international trips are beginning to take shape 
at this point, with a planned return to Russia in June 
of 2003 to climb Mt. Elbrus, the 5,645 meter highest 
point in Europe. After our two successful trips there 
in the spring of 2002, we realized that the ski touring 
potential was as great as the climbing! In June of 
2003, we will be returning with skis waxed and ready 
to take full advantage of the amazing ski descents 
that await us in the Elbrus region, as well as climbing 
Blbrus. We will also be returning to Argentina this 
winter as part of the no guts — Know Glory cam-
paign. (see article). 

We will also be leading a group to Western Europe in 
April for the classic Haute Route ski traverse. Unlike 
our home grown ski traverses, the Haute Route is set 
up with a fantastic array of "huts" (actually full-on 
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mountain lodges) that allow skiers to tour for days 
through high alpine terrain with little more than a day 
pack) 

Closer to home we will be running a few trips into 
the Logan Region in May. Our classic Kings Trench 
ski ascent of Logan will be running in mid-May; as 
well we have 2 separate teams going up King Peak 
and up the East Ridge of Logan. 

Our winter program of avalanche safety courses con-
tinues to keep us all busy here at CWMS, and I want 
to thank all of the clubs that have taken advantage of 
our special club rates to have us run training courses 
for their members. The PMCBC member clubs re-
ceive a discount of almost 50% on our basic Ava-
lanche Safety Weekend courses, and all club mem-
bers receive discounts on our scheduled programs. 

Make sure that you contact Canada West Mountain 
School for information about mountain adventures or 
training this season, whether they are local or far 
away. Our programs are getting more and more var-
ied each year, and chances are we'll have something 
going on that is of interest to you! Check out our 
website for updated info and a complete listing at 
www.themountainschcoLcom or call us at 604 878-
7007. 

The Summits Campaign 

"no guts — KNOW GLORY" 
Brian Jones, Manager, CWMS 

In January of 2003, Canada West Mountain School is 
off to Argentina to lead our 3"' expedition to climb 
Aconcagua, the highest peak in the Americas. This 
climb will be a continuation of our partnership with 
Rob Hill and the no guts —KNOW GLORY cam-
paign. Rob Hill lost his colon as a result of severe 
Crohns disease in 1996, and has embarked on a mis-
sion to climb the highest summits on all seven conti-
nents, the "7-Summits" in order to raise awareness 
for digestive diseases. Rob and Brian Jones, Manager 
of Canada West Mountain School, gained the summit 
of Russia's Mt. Elbrus in June of this year, the high-
est summit in Europe. Canada West Mountain School 
will be accompanying Rob and his team on all his 
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climbs, and is looking for people that are interested 
in being involved in this campaign. The no guts —
KNOW GLORY team will be heading to Kilimanjaro 
in August 2003. Please contact Brian Jones at the 
Canada West Mountain School office for more de-
tails. 

Welcome Ozalenka Alpine Club 

At the September Directors meeting, the Ozalenka 
Alpine Club was admitted to the FMCBC. They are 
based out of McBride, BC, in the Robson Valley of 
east-central BC. The club was started in 1988, and 
currently has about a dozen active members. 

The Club has built four hiking trails and two back 
country cabins, all in the Dore River drainage near 
McBride, and currently maintains these facilities. As 
well, the Club conducts occasional group hikes and 
ski trips on routes throughout the Robson Valley. 
The members have been involved in the construction 
of the Goat River section of the National Hiking 
Trail. 

Recreation and Conservation 
Committee Report 2002 

Mike Peel and Brian Wood 

The Recreation and Conservation Committee has 
gone through some "management" changes, but with 
the enthusiasm and hard work of its volunteers it 
continues to persevere. The following campaigns 
have been occupying the Committee's time. 

1. Sea-to- Sky Local Resource Management Plan 
(LRMP) 
FMCBC Participants: Pat Harrison 

Only two meetings have occurred so far. There are 
17 seats on the table, with Pat representing the non-
motorized segment. Because of the tight deadline to 
complete this LRMP (1 year), and the possible final 
amendments that the First Nations may have, the use-
fulness of this LRMP is in question. Also, the terms 
of reference do not permit any new Protected Areas. 

2. Lillooet LRMP 
FMCBC Participants: lay MacArthur and Brian Wood 

The 72,000 hectare South Chilcotin Mountains Park 
was protected by the former provincial government 
on April 17, 2001 after an exhaustive Land Use plan-
ning process that spanned more than five years. The 
Liberal government is still reviewing this designation 
of the South Chilcotin Mountains (SCM) or Spruce 
Lake Area as a park. The FMCBC and affiliated or-
ganizations continue to write letters and draw inter-
national attention to the value of this area. 

3. Garibaldi Provincial Park 

The trespassing into the park by the snowmobilers 
(especially via the Black Tusk and Brohm Ridge ar-
eas) continues since BC Parks has little money (and 
staffj for enforcement. The Park is also under threat 
from Whistler/Blackcomb Ski Resort (Intrawest) 
which wants to expand its ski operations into the 
Flute / Piccolo area of the Park. The proposed ski 
expansion will include two new ski lifts and runs and 
will have a significant detrimental impact on the Mu-
sical Bumps and Singing Pass areas. We recently 
had an Intrawest representative at a Rec and Con 
meeting, and hopefully this contact will prove valu-
able in the future. 

4. Tantalus Provincial Park (BEBIT) 
FMCBC Part[cipants: Monica Bittel, Peter Woodsworth, and 
Liz Screuin 

After two well-attended open houses for public input, 
the management plan for the new Tantalus Provincial 
Park has been finalized. The FMCBC successfully 
expanded the non-motorized wilderness recreation 
area around Sigurd Lake to include Mt. Pelion and 
Mt. Ossa, and limited the aircraft landing sites and 
flight routes in the Lake Lovely Water basin and the 
Tantalus Range. 

5. Sims Creek Trail (Elaho Valley to Princess 
Louisa Inlet) 
FMCBC Participants: Pat Harrison, Annetta Clark 

This trail has been receiving regular visits from John 
Clarke's Wilderness Education Program activities, 
and also from a commercial hiking tour operator. Af-
ter originally planning to log the area, Interfor has 
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been meeting regularly with the FMCBC and others 
to discuss voluntary protection of the unique wil-
derness values of this area. Perhaps all those protests 
and arrests in the Elaho valley will result in some-
thing tangible. 

Committee members have also been active in the 
Sea-to-Sky Forum, the Recreation Stewardship 
Panel, and in discussions with BC Provincial Parks 
and the Forest Service regarding changes to manage-
ment and operation. These activities are reported on 
separately in this issue of Cloudburst. 

Trails Committee Report 
Alex Wallace 

The Trails Committee has eleven meetings a year at 
which we coordinate trail work, receive reports from 
trail work crews and clubs, collect information on the 
state of trails, and possible threats to access and the 
actual trails themselves. If people have questions or 
information on Trails they can contact us via the e-
mail address on the FMCBC website, and these is-
sues will be dealt with at the next Trails meeting, if 
not sooner. 

Over the past several years, Pat Harrison has been ac-
tively promoting the National Hiking Trail, now re-
named the Canadian Hiking Trail, and theirrecent 
National Trail AGM on September 7th was a suc-
cessful and amicable event. A recent letter from Pi-
erre Berton supports the Canadian Hiking Trail en-
thusiastically. 

On the North Shore, we have new trail projects 
started on Mt Seymour and the Elsay Lake trail. 
However, our attempts to clarify the Grouse Grind 
situation have not met with much success and neither 
ourselves nor Don McPherson have received permis-
sion to do trail work (GVRD crews are reported to be 
doing some maintenance). A local geologist has 
given us his opinion that there is a significant poten-
tial hazard on the Grind due to it traversing an unsta-
ble debris fan. 

Page 8 

I will now abbreviate my report to try and provide a 
cogent update on: 

Ministry of Forests Trails/ Parks Recreation Steward-
ship Panel. 

There has been considerable debate in response to the 
plans laid out by Victoria for Ministry of Forests 
(MoF) recreation sites and trails. When we attended 
the first MoF meeting in March, Land and Water BC 
(the company that succeeded BC Assets and Land 
Corporation) planned to have clubs or trail adopters 
pay a $500 fee to lease the trail, and then charge a 
fee, of which $1 would be forwarded to Victoria. We, 
and other groups, did not agree with this proposal, 
and later in the year, after much discussion and de-
bate, we attempted to set up a process to have the 
current clubs and adopters continue to do trail main-
tenance. FMCBC would set up a template and co-
ordinate the applications for member clubs and indi-
viduals. The govemmenVs position is that any trails 
not covered by these agreements would be "deleted." 
Unfortunately, it has recently become apparent that 
the second set o€ MoF Trail Maintenance proposals 
are just as unworkable as the first. We would be ex-
pected to maintain road access, bridges, signs, do 
daily inspections and provide $2 million of liability 
insurance to indemnify the government. This issue 
has unfortunately taken up a great deal of time and 
energy, and the consensus from Trails Committee at 
this time is that we cannot proceed under these con-
ditions: our interest is in doing trail work, not func-
tioning as unpaid contractors and assuming the total 
cost of trail maintenance that is now borne by MoF. 
The total cost of the MoF Recreation Sites and Trails 
program has been around $7 million annually. 

Under the latest proposal, it will not be possible to 
charge fees on trails unless they are "Enhanced 
Trails" but apparently some form of "windshield 
sticker" fee is still a possibility. Who is going to en-
force any "Recreation Fee" is still unclear, as is the 
impact on tourism if these fees go into effect. There 
is no indication that the government has calculated 
whether the negative economic impact of these 
moves will cancel any "savings" that they hope to 
make. 
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There are, however, some indications that the new 
"Recreation Authority" that is set out in the Provincial 
Recreation Stewardship Panel recommendations could 
provide a better solution to this problem than clubs or 
FMCBC could in accepting the costs and responsibili-
ties currently borne by MoF. 

In relation to the MoF proposals, several clubs 
throughout the province have expressed concern on the 
liability issue alone. In contrast to the chaotic Mo? 
situation, BC Parks continues to provide support in 
terms of liability coverage, trail clearing, signage and 
otherwise, under our co-management agreement. 

Recreation Stewardship Panel 
Shane Koscielniak 

"You walk in park, you pay" so ran a headline in the 
Province on the 16th of September reporting on the 
Recreation Stewardship Panel. But this headline did 
not go far enough. The Panel's draft recommendations 
included the following: "Non-consumptive users of the 
province's fish, wildlife and park resources should con-
tribute to the provision of those opportunities" and 
"The panel supports the implementation of a recreation 
pass for the non-consumptive personal use of Crown 
Land for recreational purposes...If a Park Access Pass 
is implemented, it should be blended with this broader 
outdoor recreation pass." (Consumptive means fishing 
and hunting.) So that Province headline could have 
read "You walk on Crown Lands, you payl" 

The six-member panel, headed by exSocred minister 
of environment Bruce Strachan, was charged with the 
development of "a new management model for park 
and wildlife recreation that connects fees with services 
and opportunities and allows greater public involve-
ment in decision making." The Panel held its "by invi-
tation only" public consultations in Richmond over 4 
days in July and August. Because of its member clubs 
in most of the regions in B.C., the Federation got an in-
vitation and was the sole advocate of non-commercial 
recreation in our parks and on Crown Lands. Thanks to 
all our member clubs for their continued support —
without it none us would have had a voice. The Panel 
asked for detailed written response to their "Principles" 
and their "Recommendations" within very short time 

frames, typically within 2 weeks of a meeting. The Fed 
replied clearly and articulately that our parks are not 
for commercialization and that access to basic services 
such as trails should continue to be free. The Panel re-
leased its final report and recommendation to the Min-
ister of Water, Air, Land Protection on 29th Novem-
ber. The Fed was there to respond for its member clubs 
and the outdoor community at large. 

South Chilcotin Parks Update 
Bill Wareham, Co Chair, BC Environmental Network 

Parks and Wilderness Caucus 

Years ago, mining interests in BC, under the umbrella 
of the Mining Association of BC, pulled out of provin-
cial land use processes because they weren't getting 
their way. Others rolled up their sleeves 
and debated the tough issues to craft a compromise. As 
a result, a land use plan was ratified in April 2001 
which included formal designation of the South Chil-
cotin Mountains Provincial Park through an Order in 
Council under the Park Act. 

When Gordon Campbell and the BC Liberals took con-
trol of government they rolled into office on a cam-
paign slogan "BC is open for business". The miners, 
having made contributions to the Liberal 
political campaign, are now holding government's feet 
to the fire to deliver on the slogan by scrapping the 
land use plan, deleting park designations and giving 

From the peak ofMt. Good Hope. Robin Shier, 2001 

Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC Page 9 



miners what they want at the expense of tourism op-
erators, recreationists and wildlife. 

So what's the problem? There's still a lot of land out 
there to which the miners have relatively free access. 
The bottom line is that the mining industry is work-
ing to take down a provincial park and a progressive 
land use plan established through years of consensus 
based discussions. 

Nationally significant parks like the South Chilcotin 
Mountains should not be sacrificed for the ideologies 
of the mining industry. We need to maintain BC's 
unique and valuable natural assets and the economic 
alternatives they support. 

If the Campbell Liberals cave to the miners' lobby, 
we will lose yet another one of Canada's unique wild 
landscapes. It will be a sad day. And for what? A po-
litical slogan about being "open for business"? How 
silly can this get? 

Gordon Campbell should take the high road and 
maintain the South Chilcotin Mountains Provincial 
Park. Failing to do this will only spark a new envi-
ronmental battle that will increase uncertainty in the 
eyes ofwould-be investors. And, I would suggest 
that taking apart a park won't do BC any favours in 
its effort to win the 2010 Olympic bid. Let's hope 
Mr. Campbell is smart enough to see that fair play is 
the best route through this issue. 

Community Report 
Sea-to-Sky Backcountry Winter 

Sharing Forum 
Communications Committee, Sea-to-Sky Forum 

What is the forum? 

The Sea-to-Sky backcountry winter sharing forum 
is a group o£ 30 community members looking for 
ways to share the winter backcountry and prevent 
conflicts from developing between motorized and 
non-motorized recreational users in the Squamish 
Forest District. 

Forum participants represent a cross-section of out-
door clubs, snowmobile clubs, backcountry commer-
cial recreation tourism operators, and several govern-

merit agencies. Participants were concerned about in-
creased crowding and the potential for conflicts in 
the Squamish Forest District. If the community 
didn't develop its own accord for sharing Crown 
land, it risked having government impose one — as it 
has elsewhere. 

Governments other places in North America have 
stepped in when confrontations between motorized 
and non-motorized users got ugly. The Sea-to-Sky 
corridor has not yet seen this kind of conflict, and the 
goal of the Forum is to prevent it from happening. 

At its first meeting, the Forum set itself the goal of 
creating a proposed "sharing accord," and bringing 
this draft accord back to the community for discus-
sion. 

This Forum has met monthly in Whistler, Squamish 
or Pemberton for 14 months — since September 2001. 
It now has a draft sharing accord in place, and is 
seeking feedback from clubs, the public, industry, lo-
cal government and First Nations. 

The BC Government has made it clear it prefers the 
community to develop its own solutions. After the 
Forum has gathered feedback, it will present a sec-
ond draft of the proposed sharing accord to the Pro-
vincial government. 

What is the "sharing accord"? 

"Sharing accord" is a phrase coined by forum partici-
pants to describe their proposal for sharing the winter 
backcountry between motorized and non-motorized 
commercial and public users, both motorized and 
non-motorized. 

The proposed sharing accord applies to Crown land 
currently available for recreation in the Squamish 
Forest District. The forum made no attempt to deal 
with broader land-use decisions that balance forestry, 
agriculture, mining or residential use with the needs 
of recreational users. Those decisions are made by 
other processes, such as the LRMP now underway in 
the Sea-to-Sky corridor. Similarly, Forum recom-
mendations do not attempt to resolve Aboriginal title. 
The accord proposed by the Forum will have no im-
pact on title or on resource ex-traction, and would be 
subject to any treaties in the region. 
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At the beginning of the Forum, participants set them-
selves a goal: 

To share the winter backeountry amongst recrea-
tional users in a way that all types of users have 
reasonable access to an enjoyable experience. 

In practical terms this means a backcountry skier 
looking for a quiet day trip in the corridor would be 
able to find accessible locations where this experi-
ence is available. At the same time, a snowmobiler 
seeking a day trip free of conflicts with skiers would 
also have places in the corridor where this experience 
is available. The same availability would apply for 
overnight trips, shorter excursions, and other varia-
tions. 

During the 14 months of Forum discussions, partici-
pants pored over detailed maps of the Sea-to-Sky 
corridor as they developed their recommendations for 
sharing the Crown land available for recreation. 
They began by identifying areas where there was no 
major potential for conflict: areas where terrain or lo-
cation was attractive to either snowmobilers or ski-
ers, but not both; or areas where an un-spoken shar-
ing arrangement was already in place. This exercise 
produced a surprising result: much Crown land in the 
corridor had very little potential for conflict The 
group then mapped the areas that did have competing 
demands. 

Each of these areas was examined one-by-one by 
mixed groups of skiers, snowmobilers and commer-
cial operators — and one-by-one the Forum workshop 
developed recommendations for sharing in a way that 
avoids conflict. Many of these recommendations re-
quired trade-offs, and the trade-offs were fine tuned 
and balanced until all Forum participants agreed the 
total package was ready to present to the community. 

Forum members are now organizing a series of com-
munity meetings and open houses to provide a pro-
gress report on the sharing accord, and to seek feed-
back. Open houses are planned for Pemberton, 
Squamish, Whistler and Vancouver. Meetings are 
being requested with outdoor clubs, local govern-
ments, tourism operators and First Nations. The Fo-
rum will use feedback from these meetings to de-
velop a final revised accord. The revised accord will 

then be presented to the provincial government at the 
LRMP table sometime this winter. 

The Vancouver public open house will be held at 
MEC on 27th of February at 7:00 pm. 

Shane Koscielniak runs for MEC's 
Board of Directors 

An Interview by Helen Warn 

Long-time FMCBC volunteer and Board member, 
Shane Koscielniak is throwing his hat into the ring 
by standing as a candidate in next year's election for 
MEC Board members. Since I have known Shane 
through his various roles with the Fed, I asked him to 
share his vision with us. 

HIT'. What is your involvement in the outdoors? 
SK. Mainly hiking. I especially like to hike in the 
Fraser Valley, Sea-to-Sky corridor & the Baker area. 
HW. What's yourfavourite hike? 
SK. It has to be Wedgemount Lake. There's a gla-
cier at the end of it. 
HW. What's your favourite bacltpack? 
SK. #I S. Chilcotins _ the Spruce Lake area, & 
#2, the Rainbow Ranges in Tweedsmuir. I have been 
to each of them three times and still want to go 
back — a good test! 
HW. How long have you been doing outdoor activi-
ties? 
SK. My mother sent my twin sister and me to an 
Outward Bound course when we were 15 years old. 
Ever since then I've had itchy feet to explore the out-
doors. 
HW. Was the outdoor recreation potential one of 
the reasons you came to Vancouver? 
SK. Yes. It's very different from what you have in 
Europe. There, in comparison to Canada, it feels 
small and confined — we have real wilderness here. 
I'm overwhelmed by the almost agoraphobic scale of 
wilderness here. I recall backpacking in Kluane 
where you could walk all day, and because of the 
scale of the landscape, the perspective barely 
changed. It was overwhelming. 
HW. What involvement have you had with the Fed? 
SK. My first contact was twofold. First, I got in-
volved in Trail Building & Maintenance. I have also 
been a delegate for the mister Outdoor Klub (KOK) 
for the last 8 years. I have been a member of the 
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Board of Directors for 3 years, but have recently re-
signed in order to run for the Board of Directors of 
MEC. 
HW. Why did you decide to run for the Board of Di-
rectors oftheMEC? 
SK. MEC has a "Sustainability" initiative that em-
phasizes social and environmental responsibility in 
business and the marketplace. I wish to see this re-
sponsibility extended to "where we recreate," not 
,just to the equipment we use. At a time when gov-
ernments are withdrawing from the conservation 
frontier, I believe that we need to support, at a na-
tional level, the local volunteer groups protecting the 
backcountry and access to it. I also have some ideas 
for future directions for the MEC. MEC has gone 
through a period of rapid growth, with four new 
stores opened in the last five years; the 8th store 
opens in spring 2003 in Montreal, Quebec. I believe 
it is time to consolidate and to focus on the best 
price value and consistent stock control. This may 
mean a slight reduction in the range of goods sold in 
favour of achieving further economies of scale. I 
also think that MEC should pursue the possibility of 
increasing market share by acting as a supplier to re-
tailers in smaller communities. While honouring 
MEC's policy of not competing directly with "mom 
& pop" operations, this would strengthen MEC's 

Lunch break high above Nirvana Pau in the Pantheons. 

presence across Canada and allow wider access to 
MEC products without costly capitalization. 
HW Wltat's thefirst thing you'd do as an MEG Di-
rector? 
SK. My business suggestions — e.g. the MEC act-
ing as a supplier to retailers in small communities —
I would champion that initiative. Since this is a new 
idea, it would require active efforts to make it a real-
ity, so I would make it my highest priority. 
HW Where do your environmental concerns come 
in? 
SK. The environmental issues are an extension of 
the Co-op's existing sustainability policy, which I 
would also work to further. Less of  culture change 
is required to get those ideas accepted. 
HW If you did become an MEG Board member, 
what would your involvement with the Fed be? 
SK. I would continue working in Rec & Con. I 
will also continue as a delegate for KOK. 

Note: Voting in the MEC Board of Directors elec-
tion starts Febl4th and closes April 4th 2003. Call 
member services at 604-709-6241 (Vancouver area) 
or 1-888-847-0770 (toll free) for information on 
how to vote. Members do not automatically receive 
a ballot. The elections are hotly contested. 
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Meeting Notices 

The Annual General Meeting is tentatively sched-
uled for the 3 July 2003 in McBride, BC. The 
Fraser River Headwaters Alliance will host the 
AGM. 

FMCBC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Date: I6 Jan 2003 

20 Mar 2003 
15 May 2003 

Location: 47 West Broadway, 
Vancouver, 7:30 pm 

20 Backcountry Huts 
Located in the heart of Jn Western Cana_ da 
world class ice climbing {., ;.2 ,.4a c 
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backcountry and nordic 
skiing. Hut to but ski 
touring options. Hut 
access ranges from easy 
to difficult. 

Stay in the Canmore Clubhouse 
Close to Banff Rocky 
Mountains and 5 ski resorts. 
Dormitory style rooms for up 
to 47 people. Self contained 
facilities for 4 - 15 people. 
Kitchen, laundry, sauna, BBQ, 

meeting room, lockers, email & internet access. 
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$IO — $27 per ni • ht 
The Alpine Club of Canada 
Box 8040, Canmore, AB, TI W 2T8 
(403) 678-3200 ext. I j 
alpclub®telusplanet.net 
www. A Ip ineClubo fCanada.ca 
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MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT: 

$IF
The 6th Annual 

Vancouver 
International 

Mountain 
Film Festival 

February 14- 22, 2003 

Join the outdoor community in celebrating two things -
Vancouver's unique mountain culture and the 50"' anrtiver-

sary of the first ascent of Everest. Take part in VIMFF! 

With 2 nights at the Ridge, t at Science World, 2 at the 
Planetarium and Sat the Centennial Theatre, this year's 
program promises to be more diverse and rich than ever. 
Rims and guest speakers will be pouring In from all over 
the world. Peter Hitiary, Jim Whitaker, Peter Habeler, 
Conrad Anker, Sharon Wood, Ed Douglas and Zelda 
Skylar (aka Taml Knight) will be here to share their ex-
periences and views on the past and future of Everest 

VIMFF will also feature the tales of a number of talented 
locals -Jim Millna, Guy Edwards and Jeremy Frlmer, 

plus world-renowned alpinist, Barry Blanchard, and cele-
brated rock climber, Tim O'Neill. They will ail regale us 

with their amazing expiolts at home and abroad. 

Come late January, tickets will be on sale at MEC and 
other select outdoor stores, The Cliffhanger, The Edge 

Climbing Centre, plus the Centennial Theatre Box Office 
(VISA & M/C, 604-984-4464) 

Watch for our postersi 
Also see www.vlmif.org 

A I R SERVICE 
TWI Fmo: f08&ae&9289"www.rycxmlxacam irijoOryekofi_tgxtlm 

SKI PLANE 
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Supply Grope up m_r00o Lba Nmu9rmut wtl COtltltal mw,Ntllnc. 
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Hiking Trails ill— New Edition Now Available 

The 9th edition of Hiking Trails 111 - Northern Vancouver Island including Strathcona Park (Great Cen-
tral Lake to Cape Scott) maintains its solid reputation for providing information on the trails and routes into 
and within Strathcona Park; it also expands hikers' horizons. While the 8th edition added Quadra Island, the 
9th edition has added Nootka Island (the Nootka Trail), Malcolm Island (Sointula) and the Beaufort Range 
(Mount Joan, Mount Curran, Mount Clifton and Mount Chief Frank.) The now-familiar sections of Hints and 
Cautions and advice on backcountry safety and practices are stlil included, along with lists of clubs, map 
sources, and other sources of information. These have been augmented by a Suggested Reading list 
New to this edition are sections about backcountry sanitation practices and about wild animals, and the his-
tory of many place-names adds a new dimension to the volume. 

The Vancouver island Trails Information Society has been publishing hiking guidebooks since 1972. 
Hiking Trails III - Northern Vancouver Island including Strathcona Park, 9th edition, 2002, joins Hiking 
Trails i- Victoria and Vicinity (12th edition,1997) and Hiking Trails N- South-Central Vancouver island 
and the Gulf Islands (8th edition, 2000) on bookshelves up and down the Island. 

ISBN: 0-9697667-4-2 editor: Richard K. Blier 
19 topographical maps 28 other maps 20 photographs numerous sketches 

Areas covered: Strathcona Park and environs, Ciayoquot Sound, Beaufort Range, Seal Bay, Quadra Is-
land, Campbell River area, Sayward area, Snowden Demonstration Forest, Sayward Forest, Gold River 
area, Nootka Trail (Nootka Island), Schoen Lake area, Nimpkish Valley, Port McNeill area, Malcolm Island, 
Port Hardy area, HolberglWinter Harbour area, Grant Bay, Raft Cove, Cape Scott. 

Order direct and save: www.hikingtrailsbooks.com Visa and MasterCard available 

SKnaTEWi 
OrT .~~•....~ 

~IJN~Mlaaaa6i 

II7gFJAyOg~ fOLiaSf~ 197a 

CR— -rflmcnn'TTgy —mwaOA51w 

P.O. Box 3814 
Spruce Grove, Alberta 

T7X 3B I 

Telephone: 403.389.6272 
Fax: 780.962.5638 

Email: skyhiker@teluspianet.net 
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MEMBER CLUBS 

Alberni Valley Outdoor Club 250-723-9930 
Alpine Club of Canada-Vancouver Section 604-878-5272 
Alpine Club of Canada-Vancouver Island Section 250-477-8596 
Alpine Club of Canada— Prince George Section 250-964-9853 
British Columbia Mountaineering Club 604-268-9502 
Caledonia Ramblers 250-564-8887 
Chilliwack Outdoor Club 604-858-8510 
Club Tread 250-370-0736 
Columbia Valley Climbing Association 
Comox District Mountaineering Club 250-336-2101 
Elaho Trail Society 604873-4602 
Fraser Headwaters Alliance 250-968-4410 
Independent Members 604-878-7007 
Island Mountain Ramblers 250-247-8868 
Klister Outdoor KIub 604-543-8855 
Mt. Remo Backcountry Society 
North Shore Hikers 604-988-9525 
North Vancouver Outdoor Club 604-983-6543, ext. 2966 
Outdoor Club of Victoria 250-727-0824 
Outsetters Club 604-525-1959 
Ozalenka Outdoor Club 
Richmond Outdoor Club 604-273-6968 
Valley Outdoor Association 604-463-2904 
Vancouver Island Trails Infomnation Society 250-474-3445 
Varsity Outdoor Club 604-822-2228 
Wilderness Education Programme 604-732-0509 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Federation ofBC Naturalists 
Environmental Fund of BC 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park 
Friends of Barkerville 
Heathens 
Kootenay Mountaineering Club 
Prince George Backcountry Recreational Society 
Vernon Outdoor Club 
Save Our Parkland Association 
Blue-Green Coalition 
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MOUNTAIN CLUB DISCOUNTS 
JOIN THE `CLUB' AND GET DISCOUNTS AT THE 

FOLLOWING MERCHANTS: 

MEMBER SAVINGS: 10% 
discount offal! courses for members 
of FMCBC member clubs, up to a 

maximum of $25. 

$ 4,
84" 

HOTEL AND surrEs NORTH VANCOUVER 

m rµpup or individual raennlians 

CailToll Free 
1-877-985-3111 

MentionFMCBC when making reser-
vations. 

CUT ON DOTTED LINE. 
 > 

THIS IS YOUR 
MERCHANT DISCOUNT 

CARD 
I. 

$1 PRICES iHTa.
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10% off non-
discounted 

merchandise. 
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Y.uTM.' .n.-. u II'

If you know of a merchant who would 
like to participate, please have them 
contact the FMCBC at 604-878-7007 

ALTOS 
I - MOUNrAIN AFAR 

nr 44111 1ln7 
'—'-"Sc 
CrJavly Its 

Tn IiwI174.5133 
fl. 51511 i7Flfl 

10% off on Altus labelled 
non-discounted merchandise. 

r' MDVNTAIN NADICIT0. 

I,L~~/\ utuoixiawn 
i4nnluarl or.w ul 

Jahn Davies 
oa.xr 

Flit, M'(41, l(a 
mt Ovraacr 3tatC 7R¢;M' 

10% off regularly priced 
merchandise. 

MOUNTAIN CLUB DISCOUNT MEMBER 
Exp: 31 Dec 2002 (11) maybe required by Merchant) 

Mail Sales Agreement No. 102202 

z 
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