UDBURST

Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia Newsletier Winter 1987-88




CL@UDBURST

CLOUDBURST is published quarterly
by the Federation of Mountain Clubs
of B.C., 1200 Hornby Street,
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2E2,

Ph. (604) 687-3333

CLOUDBURST staff
Hoke Holcomb, Editor
Ann Dallinger, Alan Gill, Sue
Partridge, Erin Hanratty, Dan Royea.

The Federation of Mountain clubs of
British Columbia (FMCBC) is the official
sport governing body for mountaineer-
ing in B.C., representing the interests
of hiking, climbing, and outdoor clubs
in the province.

The FMCBC operates as a non-profit

ofganizaiion  addressing mountain-

related conservation issues, promoting
safety and education through courses
of instruction, and constructing and
maintaining hiking and mountain access
trails throughout B.C,

Membership to the FMCBC is open
to any individual or group involved or in-
terested in non-mechanized outdoor ac-
tivities and conservation concerns.
Membership includes a subscription to
CLOUDBURST.

EXECUTIVE

President: John Randall
Treasurer: lan MaclLean
Directors: Len Dudley, Stephan
Fuller, Brian Gavin, Kevin Haberl,
Paul Kubik

Executive Director: Jim Rutter

COMMITTEES

Recreation & Conservation:
Roger Freeman and Jay MacArthur

Safety and Education:

Simon Tooley

Trails: Open
Unsolicited manuscripts will be
considered for unpaid publication. Sub-
missions should be typed or neatly
handwritten, double-spaced, signed and
accompanied by a SASE for return.

Your ideas are welcome. Contact the
Editor.

Assisted by B.C. Recreation and Sport.
Tourism A
ﬁw
Recreation and Culture

HON, BILL REID} MINISTER

Executive Director’s Page

The season between seasons is
usually quiet; a time for consolidation,
tying up the fiscal year, planning for the
Annual General Meeting and thinking of
the coming snow. This year, although
our summer courses.ended in October
and the snow is keeping all of us
waiting, a period of peace has not been
granted.

Bill 40 provided a mechanism to
designate and protect B.C. wilderness,
but fast on the heels of progress come
the alarm bells. The forest industry tells
us that to feed the maw of the Boston
Bar mill, the Stein Forest must fall.

Atternpting to label those who want
to protect our natural park and
wilderness areas as “‘against progress”
|s unreasonab[e considering the history

-

too many mills for the available supply.

Our politicians publicly claim to be
following their Wilderness Advisory
Committee's recommendations for the
Stein, but these require a formal agree-
ment between the Lytton Indian Band
and the government to construct a road
through to the mid-Stein area. The In-

dians say there is no deal — and
another confrontation has begun.

On another front, the FMCBC is
going to court against Jack Carradice,
District Manager, Chilliwack and the
Ministry of Forests to seek “'standing”
on the basis that the FMCBC has an
interest based on past consultations
with the Ministry and the FMCBC's
recognized interest in trail development
in the province, Our hope is to have the
court declare that the MOF has a duty
to consult the FMCBC wherever logg-
ing affects hiking trails.

The establishment of a meaningful
public involvement process in B.C. will
help eliminate theﬁconslanl_con.t:onla-\\
tions, such as logging in the Greendrop
Lake area of Chilliwack which has taken
place withiotit proper regard for the
existing trails there. The FMCBC has
been obliged to challenge this bench-
mark case.

Again in southwest B.C., but this
time at McGilliviay Pass north of
Pemberton, the FMCBC is strongly pro-
testing plans to extend a mining access
road into the alpine. This area is greatly

The cover photo of a snowsheer in front
of Mount Slesse was taken by Jim
Haberl.

AIR ALPS
SKI-EQUIPPED
PILATUS PORTER

An inexpensivelift to the high alpine areas in Southwest B.C. OQur
ski-equipped Pilatus Porter carries 6 passengers and a reasonable
amount of gear, at a cost of only $265.00 per hour. Our chief pilot
Ron Banner has flown many groups over the past 7 years to glaciers
and snowfields throughout Southwest B.C.
knowledge will get you to your favourite spot quickly, safely and at

an affordable price.

Groups we have flown include:

Extreme Explorations - Mt. Waddington
Federation of Mountain Clubs - Pemberton Ice-cap
Varsity Outdoors Club - Annually to huts

M\ ..coom

P.0O. Box 2014, Squamish, B.C.
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enjoyed by hikers and backcountry
skiers, and until now it has not been
accessible to vehicles.

Also, two applications for commercial
heli-ski permits have been received by
Lands Branch for ... guess where? the
Pemberton lcecap area. Again, strongly
opposed by the FMCBC because s0
many of our members go there for that
absolutely alone experiance, one of this
province's very special offerings.

Bill 40 could be the only support
available for those who lobby against
losing the wilderness values of this pro-
vince, The FMCBC has opposed the
McGillivray Pass road and the lcecap
heli-skiing on the basis of these two
areas being prime candidates for Forest
Service wilderness area designation.

Members, - the FMCBC is actively
representing your interests.

dJim Rutter
Executive Director

YOTA
They’re tough!

Sales & Service
I Parts

22" Monday.ta Saturday

- Service Direct £87-4443

DOWNTIWN

TOYOTR CENTRE
1290 Burrord Stecet, Van, 682-8881
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THE SUM

— Glacier Pa Lodge

MIT — ROGERS PASS, BRITISH COLUMBIA (604) 837-2126

Pemberton Heli-skiing?

The following is the text of a letter
from FMCBC Executive Director, Jim
Rutter, to John Gerbrandt of the Lands
Regional Office.

Mr. John Gerbrandt
Lands Regional Office
4240 Manor St.
Burnaby, B.C., V5G 1B2

Dear Mr. Gerbrandt,
Re: Commercial Heli-skiing in the
Pemberton & Lillooet Jcecap Area

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of
B.C. wishies to register its opposition to
any applications for commercial
heli-skiing in the Pemberton and Lillooet
lcecap areas,

These areas are prime candidates
for wilderness designation under the
new Forest Service mandate to consider
wilderness values in its integrated
resource management plans and will be
recommended by the FMCBC for this
designation.

These icecap areas are of major
importance to the mountaineering com-
munity for extended wilderness ski tour-
ing trips, and this very special
experience is violated by the presence
of heli-skiing — in particular by the
intrusion of noise into a naturally silent
area.

in the coming winter, the FMCBC will
operate 9-day ski tours at each icecap,
and these areas are important destina-
tions for many other ski touring groups
— &ll of whom go there for a pristine

wilderness experience.

The FMCBC will be writing to the
regional and district offices of the MOF

with these concerns.
Yours sincerely,
Jim Rutter,

Executive Director

“,»»*”’”“ HIKING IN
YWe«" NEW ZEALAND’S
MOUNTAINS & WILDERNESS

Next trip February 19to March 19
Land cost: $2250.00

GREAT EXPEDITIONS
5915 West Boulevard, Vancouver, B.C. VEM3X1
253-1476

|| Far brochure contact:
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Safe Winter Travel

Skiers are no longer content to stay
in downhill areas, where avalanche
contral programs are administered by
professionals, or to limit their cross-
country skiing to areas that are com-
pletely free from avalanche hazard. An
increasing number of outdoor recrea-
tionists want to experience the excite-
ment and joy of backcountry ski touring.
The price one must pay for this
experience is to learn enough about
avalanche hazard to keep the risk factor
within acceptable limits.

In this issue of CLOUDBURST
several members of the Winter Guides
Project have brought together informa-
tion to help you get started learning
what you need to know to enjoy British
Columbia’s backcountry in the winter.

Jim Haberl draws on his moun-

illustrate the necessity of each party
being prepared with self-rescue
capabilities; John Hamilton reviews
some highlights of a recent Avalanche
Safety Symposium held in Edmonton
from Qctober 30 to Novemnber 1, and
Jan Mazereeuw summarizes informa-
tion about equipment and courses.

Happy tracks. Hoke Holcomb
Editor

Self-Rescue —The Only Option

 ..suddenly we became aware of
snow and ice descending rapidly upon
us from above. | can't remember if there
was a sound, only locking up and
seeing an explosion of snow and ice
hurtling towards us. Wheelbarrow to
refrigerator-sized ice blocks. Matt
yelling, *“seracl” Rob scrambling, veer-
ing to the left in front of me. Me scream-
ing, “run.” Mait hollering, “which
way?"" Impact imminent. Then a muffled
concussion as the blocks hit me
broadside.”

— Excerpt from Peter’s journal
June 4, 1987

Matt, Peter and Rob had been
caught in an avalanche. Not buried, but
badly hurt; the ice blocks had smashed
tones, cut heads, twisted knees, and
generally hammered ourthree friends: —~
They were lucky to be alive and the
situation was still overwhelming.

At a height of 5,300 metres in the thin
air of the Peruvian Andes, we were
about as far from Canadian rescue and
hospital systems as we could be. Rob
had a broken back and a very unstable
fracture of his lower leg. Peter had a
serious cut on his head; he had been
_unconscious. Matt was mobile, but had

OUTDOOR RECREATION MAPS

Now, 16 maps specifically oriented towards the discovery
of the Outdoor Recreation Experience.

1. 100 Mite House

2. Windermere Lake

3. Whistler/Garibaldi

4. Greater Kamloops

5. Gentral Okanagan

6. Campbell River

7. Shuswap Lake

8. Princeten-Manning-Cathedral

$3.95 each (plus tax)
The series details hiking routes. backcountry roads, camping and
boating sites, hang gliding areas, downhill and cross country ski
areas, fishing and swimming spots plus a host of other noteworthy

recreation localities.

Available at stores NOW , or from

THE QUTDOOR RECREATION COUNCIL OF B.C.
100, 1200 Hornby St., Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2E2 « 687-3333

BRITISH COLUMBIA

OF

A YEAR ROUND GUIDE TO
OUTDOOR RECREATION

9. Princeton-Merritt
10. Nicola Valley 1B
11. Chilliwack-Hope-Skagit
12. North Okanagan
13. Soutn Okanagan
14. Greater Vancouver-Squamish
15. Greater Vigtoria-Gulf Islands
16. Peace River-Liard

twisted his knee and cracked a bone in
his pelvis. On June 4, we had no one
to turn to; our friends were depending
on us to help them.

We packaged Rob in an improvised
stretcher and evacuated him from the
danger area to a high camp at 5,000
metres. Foriunately, Matt and Peter
were mobile enough to limp down under
their own power, even adding whatever
remaining energy they could spare to
moving Rob down the glacier.

The following four days represented
a whirlwind of action: moving Rob’s
supine body over glaciers and rocks,
difficult moments with the Peruvian
military, dealing with the embassy in_
Lima and government offices in Ottawa,
and trying to raise the $12,000 to prepay
the-helicopter-fees:- -

Finally, when Rob, Peter, and Matt
were stuffed into the waiting helicopter,
we were left standing in the meadow
beneath the electric blue sky of the
Andes. The intensity of the past five
days was over, but the effects of those
days will linger for many years.

It was rewarding to be part of a suc-
cessful rescue. To be able to use our
learned skills and experience to
accomplish what had to be done was
something we could all give to our
friends who were hurt.

| use this story simply as a reminder
that despite our best efforts in trying to
understand why an avalanche occurs,
or estimating how safe an area is, the
very best among us still get nailed.

A dangerous layer burled deep in the
snow or unexpected falling ice can
change a classic day into a nightmare.
And the best chance of surviving an
accident situation, particularly burial in
snow, is for a group to be prepared to
rescue the individual who gets caught.

Since 1979 in Western Canada,

-nobody who has been-found after half
an hour under the snow was alive.

So eliminate the thought of going for
help when your partner gets buried. To
go for help is essentially giving them up
for dead. Anything you can do in the first
half-hour beats what a fully equipped
rescue team can do two or three hours
after the accident. Two hours would be
a fast response time for a rescue team
to get to a backcountry accident site.

What are the first steps to survival in
an avalanche situation? Avoidance of
dangerous terrain by safe route selec-
tion is the most obvious choice.
Snow-pack evaluation, the study of the
layers beneath the surface and the in-
teraction of those layers, is an important
skill. Learning what crystals look like,
how sheer tests work, and what hap-
pens to the snow during the course of
a winter, are all critical. But get your
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head out of the books and that pit and
look around. Where is the wind coming
from? What else has slid in this area?
How can we eliminate or minimize the
risk with a better route? What happens
if this slope does slide? All important
questions that need constant answers.

But sometimes we make mistakes,
are forced onto terrain we would rather
avoid, or choose to take high risk routes.
It is then that critical steps must be
taken to increase chances of living
through an avalanche incident.

Cross any suspect slope with pole
straps off and pack hipbelt undone.
Never ski in the backcountry with safety
straps on your skis. If you are-the cne
who gets caught, jettison all your gear,
because skis, poles, and pack will drag
you deeper into the torrent of moving
snow. To help stay on top of the snow,
use swimming motions. As the move-
ment slows, explode out with an arm
and your legs. One limb above the
surface aids the rescue attempt
immeasurably.

As the snow stops, attempt to form
an air pocket with one hand in front of
your mouth and nose. After you stop do
not attempt to struggle because the
snow sets up firmly and movement is
impossible. From here, it is up to the
skill and persistence of your buddies.

If you are the one who watches as
your friend goes under the moving
snow, watch the slope and concentrate
on the last spot he went out of sight
under the snow. Check the slope for

further danger. If you gst buried as well,
you blew it! Mark the last spot you saw
him, using a ski pole or a ski; you know
he is below or alongside that point.

There are a few pieces of equipment
that are now considered essential for
backeountry skiing. You should always
have a transceiver that works and know
how to use it. Everyone in the group
should carry a shovel. A shovelis your
number one survival tool in the winter.
Have a sectional probe in your pack, or
use probe poles that work.

You can now switch your transceiver
to receive and begin the search, just as
you had practised many times each
season. There has to be a sense of
urgency; remember, every second is
precious. Isolate the signal and then
probe for your partner. Leave the probe
in place once it finds its mark and quick-
ly use your shovel to dig down the probe
to your friend.

Once you have uncovered the victim,
your first aid and survival skills now
become necessary. Follow the steps to
rectify life-threatening situations, then
treat for shock, hypothermia, and
trauma. You are your friend’s best hope.

Skiing is one of life's finest
pleasures. Still, in the backcountry, itis
each individual's responsibility to
understand what to do if the fun turns
to a life and death search for a buried
friend. Have a safe, thoughtful,
enjoyable winter.

Jim Haber{
Winter Guides Project

Avalanche Symposium

Last year in Canada, twelve people
died in avalanches. Although not a large
number by some criteria, these deaths
could have been prevented, and there
has developed a community of people
who are working on ways to reduce the
number of avalanche deaths in Canada.

From October 30th to November 1st
of this year, 200 of these people met in
Edmonton for an Avalanche Safety
Symposium sponsored by the Alberta
Avalanche Association.

Four members of the FMCBC Winter
Guides Project attended the symposium
and took part in a number of lectures
and workshops covering snowpack
analysis, snow stability evaluation, and
search and rescue technigues.

A main theme of the conference was
that most deaths occur because some
fundamental issue of safety was not
known or was ignored.

The conference provided us with an
excellent opportunity to learn about
state of the art avalanche safety from
some of the leading people in the field.
It certainly made it easier to believe that
tranceivers, shovels, and probes are a
normal part of our winter gear.

John Hamilton
Winter Guides Project

The Wilderness First Ald & Safety
Association of B.C. offers a number of
first aid courses for outdoor recrea-
tionists. Phone: 986-1911, Local 2203

Telemark
Skiing

Weekend
Trips to Blackcomb

3-hour Private/Group
Lessons with
CANSI Instructor

Includes Transportation and
Lift Ticket

Call

Richmond Fitness Association
Quidoor Recreation Department
7191 Granville
Richmond, B.C.

270-3636




Getting Ready for Safe Winter Travel

Avalanche Courses

Having all the [atest gear for back-
country travel will do you very little good
if you don’t know how to use it. Proper
education and regular practice go a fong
way towards ensuring a safe and
memorable trip.

The fellowing is a brief summary of
courses available in British Columbia.

BCIT {British Columbia Institute of
Technology). This group offers Intensive
one-week courses at several different
locations in the province. Courses are
geared to either industry or skiing pur-
suits (both backcountry and resorts).
$350-$700; phone 531-4300.

The FMCBC offers two levels of
avalanche awareness courses in the
Vancouver area and a basic course at
several other locations in the province.
The first level deals primarily with basic
snow stability evaluation, route finding
and rescue procedures. The second
level courses involve more field work
and reinforce the basic principles. Two
and 1/2 days; $60-$65; phone 687-3333.

Burnaby Parks and Recreation offers
two three-hour sessions on avalanche
theory. This course will suit people who
just want to review the basic theories
and practise them on their own. Six
hours; prices unavailable; phone
294-7243.

Some commercial ski touring
operators offer avalanche awareness

courses as part of their regular schedule

of tours. Contact them individually for

more information.

Ptarmigan Tours (604) 422-3270

North Rockies Ski Tours (604) 563-1210

Nordic Ski Institute (403) 678-4102
Jan Mazereeuw
Winter Guides Project
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SELKIRK LODGE
SKI TOURING

Come join us this winter in
BRITISH COLUMBIA'S SELKIRK MOUNTAINS

Spend an unforgettable week with us
in our new lodge perched at 7200 feet
in the Albert Icefields. Just bring your-
self and your alpine or telemark ski
gear and we will look atter the rest,
Access by helicopter is included.

CALL OR WRITE:
STEPHEN DEVINE PETER SCHLUNEGGER
Box 2189 Box 1409
Canmore,Albsrta OR  Golden,B.C.
TOL OMO VoA 1HO
1-403-878-5347 1-804-344-5018

Provincial Park
Management Plans

The Ministry of Environment and
Parks is curtently soliciting public input
for policy making in three parks.

At Strathcona Park, the major issue
is still the possible expansion of mineral
exploration and mining at the south end
of Buitle Lake.

For a copy of the draft management
plan contact: Mel Turner, Manager of
Planning and Research, B.C. Parks —
South Coast Regional Office, 1610
indian River Drive, North Vancouver,
B.C. V7G 1L3

In Kokanee Glacier Provincial Park,
the major issues have to do with
reconstruction of the Slocan Chief
Cabin and construction of additional
cabins, increased trail and camping
facllities, and heli-access campsites.

The contentious issue in Valhalla
Provincial Park is the use of helicopters
and floatplanes for access to wilderness
areas of the park.

For the master plans of these two
parks, write: Phil Whitfield, Manager of
Planning, B.C. Parks - Southern Interior
Region, #101 - 1050 Columbia Strest,
Kamloops, B.C, V2C 1L4

For information on the action groups
working in these parks contact:

Jay MacArthur, Co-Chairperson

Recreation and Conservation
Committee, FMCBC.

Snow Travel Equipment

All travellers in the backcountry
should have a good awareness of snow
stability evaluation, and the basic tools
for seif-rescue in the event of avalanche.
These tools are tranceivers, snow
shovels, and. probe poles.

The following list will give you an idea
of what is available in the Vancouver
area.

Transceivers

SF and DF represent single and
double frequency. North American and
European frequencies differ, and there
is a move towards adopting the Euro-
pean frequency as the universal
standard,

Pieps SF $150-$180

Pieps DF $195-5220

Orthovox DF  $210-$220

Probe Poles
Avalanche probe poles are available
in either sectional units or as convertible
ski poles. While the sectional probes are
longer, the probe poles serve double

duty.
Sectional proches  $50-$80
Probe poles:
Leki app. $80
Life Link app. $45
Generic $40-50
Shovels

Shovels are meant to be both light
and strong. Shovels with plastic blades
do not work well in hard snow and can
break at low temperatures. Some Cana-
dian Tire stores have an all-aluminum
shovel that separates into three pieces.

Life-link app. $45
Wasatch $35-350
Raimer app. $50

Canadian Tire $12

Five Seasons of Adventure

Exciting hiking and kayaking trips in the
Rockies and on the West Coast. Look
for our ad in the néxt CLOUDBURST.

Walking Holidays in Britain
Trossachs, Lake District, Cotswolds, Dorset,
Devon & Exmoor, Isle of Wight

BACKPACKPACKING - HIKING - EASY WALKING

GODFREYS TRAVEL
(604) 731-8294

#103 - 1701 West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1Y2




=Skis

3201 Kingsway Street
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada V5R 5K3

When you're ready to look at our new
equipment, be sure to take advantage of our
ski experts. They're here to help you make
the right decisions before you buy:

Call or write today for our new catalog.

BONNA 'CONQUEST
TUA CHOUINARD SKIS

| BOOIS ‘KASTINGER MESSNER COMBI BOOTS'

‘SCARPA HI-TOUR DOUBLE

= Pole S LEKI POLES °
87 TYROLIA TRE BINDING

. Bindinés CHOUINARD X.C.D. I 3 PIN

= Accessories
Larleton Recreatior

Complete Renlal
. & Repair ;@{
Headquarters.

— SPECIALIZING IN —.
TELEMARK * BACK COUNTRY « ALPINE TOURING

boots, Waxable skis.

POMOCA SKINS

WICEAXES .
FIEPS II & PIEFS D.F.

CROSS-COUNTRY RENTAL PACKAGE
Skis, boots, poles — both waxable and mohair skis available.

TELEMARK RENTAL PACKAGE
Metal edged skis, telemark 3-pin binding, mountain touring

ALPINE SKI MOUNTAINEERING RENTAL PACKAGE
HEAD ALPINIST SKIS, TYROLIA TRB BINDING,

o
)]

KASTINGER 2000 SKI BOOT
B ‘PIEPS' AVALANCHE BEACONS
B CRAMPONS {Includes Straps]
B SNOW SHOES {Includes Harness)

M SHERPA SNOW SHOES

- puipment

OFEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 9:30 A.M.-5:30 P.M,
FRIDAY NIGHTS UNTIL 9:00 P.M.
CLOSED SUNDAY

W BASE REPAIR
Il GRIND BASES
W BASE EDGE BEVELING
M SIDE EDGE BEVELING

5 (604) 438-6371

Fundraising Ticket Winners

The following people won prizes in
the Smoke Bluffs Park Fundraising
Draw. People with an * by their name
have not yet come in to pick up their
prize. Those of you who have been
waiting for the survival suits will want to
know that they can now be picked up
at the office.

South Moresby 10-day Cruise for 2:
Don Brooks.

Choice FMCBC Course weekend:
Nelie Johnson, Max Je Jong*, R.
Hodgins”, lan Schreifels*, Chris Kitk*,
C. Gold™. '

One-day Rockclimbing with Peter
Croft: Marge Macleod™. Gift certificate
from Mountain Equipment Co-Op: Rick
Lechleitner.

Basic FMCBC Rockelimbing Course:
J. Brangan*, M. Patton*, Olga Jandera,
Lynn McLane*, Ross Nichal*, John
Manual*.

$50 Gift certificate from Mountain
Equipment and “Exploring Vancouver's
North Shore Mountains'’: Andy
Ferguson, Dean Hart, Michelle
Hamilton, M. Stewart.

Day pack from Mountain Equipment
Co-op: R.E. Trydal. Therma!l sleeping
bag: Bud White.

$20 gift certificate from Mountain
Equipment Co-op and “Exploring Lynn
Canyon" : Earl McGregor, John Hunter,
Brigita Kampe.

One-piece survival suit: E. Gunkel*,
Jim Stout*, R. Daadien*, Peter Fencott,
C. Mash™, Elisabeth Deom.

New Trails Committee

At a special meeting of club
representatives held November 12,
1987, it was resolved that the Tralls
Committee would consist of five sub-
committees with six members as
follows:

1. Regional Co-ordination - two
members to liase with club represen-
tatives for each forest district in B.C.

2. Government Liaison — to develop
contacts in all agencies affecting trails.

3. Correspondence.

4. Future Projects — to plan trail
construction, site developments, and
club work-projects.

5. PR & Media — to develop an
effective media campaign regarding
trails.

A Trails Committee Chalrperson will
be selected by the Board of Directors.

Club Presidents have been asked to
name candidates for the above six posi-
tions. It is anticipated that this
framework, mutually agreed upon by
club representatives and FMCBC Direc-
tors, will provide an effective new struc-
ture for dealing with all Trails’ issues.

It should be understood that the
Board's sole intention behind the
change to this commitiee was to provide

-a mechanisrn which would better meet

the needs of all the members of the
Federation. The Board remains
appreciative of the contribution made
over the years by the past commitiee.

M. Reid, we have your slide. 687-3333.

Telemark lessons every Sunday this
winter at Manning Park. 687-3333,
731-6181, or 438-6371




- QUALITY
BOOT
REPAIR

by mail

| offer expert boot
repair with over 15 years
experience, specializing
In boot rescling of:
» HIKING BOOTS
« SKi TOURING BOOTS
= TELEMARK BOOTS
« E.B.'S, FIRES AND
OTHER ROCK BOOTS
guarantee efficient,
quality service
Yours truly,

gﬁmzﬂ%%w

GOLDSTAR SHOE REPAIR
4236 Dunbar Street
%5 Vancouver, BC. V65 2E9

i Phone for a quote!
734-7477

Squamish Bolting Project

Solid, new bolt stations can be found
at the top of all the popular routes in
Squamish these days. Dave Dunaway
and the Federation’s Hilti drill are largely
responsible for these wonders. There
has been lots of additional help, Ted
Marks in particular. Gitte Gerhard,
Jackie Beaubien, Paul Bernstein, and
Dave McCashin have contributed, and
Dave Jones has Iimproved some
stations on The Apron.

Dunaway has placed 20 new
stations, from the Smoke Bluffs and
Malemute, up the Grand Wall, and
down the road near Shannon Falls. The
components of the anchors are 3/8"
diameter stainless steel bolts. Hangers
are SMC stainless with a silicone bead
that protects the bolt from water
seepage. The grade 70 chain linking the
boits has a safe working load of 3,500 |b
and a breaking strength that is probably
four or five times that! This is finished
off with two beefy 1/2"” Crosby links for
the tie-in point.

A few areas still need the same treat-
ment. Dave hopes to get at those in the
spring, and if you are interested in
helping out next spring, contact the
Federation office.

1t will be a long winter waiting for the
rocks to dry, but you can be sure that
come spring, there will be safe, reliable
anchors throughout the cliffs at
Squamish. Another service of the
FMCBC to its members.

Winter Courses

The Federation has started another
season of winter courses to provide
skills development, safety awareness,
and rewarding ski trips.

New to the program this year are the
telemark lessons at Manning Park, an
expeditionary ski tour, and several
hut-based ski trips. A brief listing of this
winter’s course offerings is given in the
box on this page. A complete descrip-
tion of the courses and trips is given in
our winter brochure. You can pick one
up at a number of outdoor recreation
stores or at our office, or we can mail
you one.

The core of our training is again the
avalanche safety courses and the snow
camping and survival course. This
season we have modified the avalanche
safety program so there is a course
available for those with & basic
understanding of avalanche theory but
are in need of more field practice.

The number of Federation courses
being offered and the number of
students more than doubled each year
between 1982 and 1984, but they have
now started to level off. Last year there
were 727 participant-days in 21 wiriter
course offerings; about the same is ex-
pected for this season.

1987-88
Winter Course Offerings
Basic Avalanche Safety
Avalanche Safety Il
Basic Avalanche Theory
Snow Camping and Survival
Nordic Downhill Program (Telemark)

Expeditionary Ski Touring
Waddington Area

3-Day Backcountry Ski Touring
*Singing Pass
*Manning Park
*Garibaldi Neve Traverse
*Strathcona Park

5-Day Backcountry Ski Touring
*Chilcotin
*Powdercap Traverse
*Spearhead Traverse
*Strathcona Park

Spring Ski Camps
*Pamberton [cecap
*Lillooet Icecap

Hut-based Ski Trips
*Esplanade Range
*Purrand Glacier
*McGillivray Pass ,
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“I hope and pray that this area will
be reserved...for people who will treat it
gently and share it with others. A hun-
dred years from now [ can imagine a
doctor prescribing a irip through the
Stein for one who needs to regain a
basic rhythm of fife and a faith in human
nature too. The Stein Valley would be a
living testimony to the truth that one
generation of this Province considered
the needs of the next. They would find
to their joy one resource of our Province
that cannot be renewed or restored —
the beauty of this land as it came from
the hand of God.”

Father Damasas Payne - 1977

The following two documents were
prepared by the FMCBC and mailed to
Premier Vander Zalm and all members
of the Legislative Assembly.

The Stein — A Case for Preservation

Cabinet’s decision to log the Stein,
announced September 30, 1987, recon-
firmed a previous decision in 1976. With
the exception of the two-year
moratorium period of 1974/75 and the
post-Wilderness Advisory Committee
period of 1986/87, the Stein has always
been open 1o logging.

Yet, alone among the thousands of
major watersheds in Southern British
Columbia, and in spite of British Colum-
bia Forest Products’ expressed urgency
for many years to log it, the Stein
remains an unlogged, roadless
wilderness. The reason: the Stein is
uneconemical to log without govern-
ment subsidy.

The decision to open the Stein to
logging was based on a flawed
economic analysis which vastly over-
estimated the benefits of logging. The
analysis projected that the Stein would
provide 300 jobs for 30 consecutive
years, This was an overestimate
because:

it was based on gross timber volume
rather than net; the Forest Service
estimates that only 2 million cubic
metres of timber are available, ver-
sus the 3.3 milion cubic metres
assumed in the analysis.

— The reduced annual allowable cut in
the region as of January 1, 1988 (due
to previocus overcutting) will result in
an annual rate of cut in the Stein of
only 70% of that projected in the
analysis.

— It ignored delay periods between log-
ging passes. Rather than 30 caon-
secutive years of logging, only 7 to
14 years of logging would oceur in
the first pass, with a 25 to 30 year
delay between passes,

Most importantly, it was not recogniz-
ed that timber shortages (even with log-
ging of the Stein) due to previous over-

The Stein

cutting-will result in closure of BCFP’s
mill at Boston Bar within a few years.

BCFP informed the Wilderness
Advisory Committee in January 1986
that: “... the Boston Bar sawmill com-
plex can only exist with a full and
balanced supply of logs up to its rated
capacity.”

This supply will not be forthcoming.
The AAG in the Lillooet Timber Supply
Area is to be reduced from its current
level of 800,000 cubic metres/year to
650,000 cubic metres/year on January
1, 1988, Further reductions will follow;
realistic estimates of long-run sus-
tainable vield for the Lillooet TSA show
it to be only half the revised AAC level.
BCFP’s quota will be correspondingly
reduced, starting in 1988.

The Boston Bar mill, currently pro-
fitable only during periods of high timber
prices, will incur higher milling costs due
to reduced timber output, increased

stumpage, and the high cost of legging

in the Stein due to envirenmental con-
straints, the rigorous reforestation pro-
gram specified by the Forest Service
and the reduced AAC.

Aithough BCFP claims that the Stein
timber is essential for the survival of its
Boston Bar mill, a 1984 BCFP study
showed that the Nahatlatch Valley
closer to the mill is a feasible alternative
as a source of timber. Furthermore,
BCFP and other forest companies are
currently exporting large quantities of
raw logs from valleys adjacent to the
Boston Bar mill.

Wilderness Values
The real wilderness values of the
Stein are the view of the unlogged valley
from the alpine areas and that of the
*wild river” in the lower Stein.

Decision No Compromise

The Cabinet decision authorized log-
ging of 90% of the operable timber in
the Stein, thus almost fully satisfying the
forest industry’s desires. Conserva-
tionists on the other hand, lost the
primary objective of their 15-year cam-
paign — to keep the lower valley
roadless. Not even the alpine area is
protected; it is heavily staked with
mineral claims. The cabinet decision
was no compromise.

Stein Valley Fact Sheet

— The Stein River Valley is the only
unlogged, wilderness valley among
the thousands of major watersheds
in southern British Columbia.

— With the exception of a two-year
moratotium pericd in 1974/75 and
the post-Wilderness Advisory Com-
mittee period of 1986/87, the Stein
has always been open to logging. Yet

it remains unlogged. The reason: the
Stein is uneconomical to log without
government subsidy.

— The timber shortage in the Lillooet

Timber Supply Area (which includes

the Stein Valley) is entirely due to

overcutting and lack of reforestation,
not park or wilderness reserves:

a) The annual allowable cut (AAC) in
the Lillocet TSA is 800,000 cubic
metresfyear. The Forest Service
estimates that the long-run sus-
tainable vyield is only 455,000
cubic metres/year. The AAC will
be reduced to 650,000 cubic
metres/year in 1988. Further
reductions will follow,

b) The 11,240 square kilometre
Lilloocet TSA contains-a total of
only 5 square kilometres of parks
other than the Stein. The areas
designated as Wilderness in the
Stein contain very little commer-
cial timber.

¢) The Forest Service proposes to
allow 9,000 hectares to be {ogged
in the Stein. In contrast, 27,000
hectares in the Lillooet TSA are
unsatisfactorily or doubtfully
restocked after previous denuda-
tion. Lack of regeneration is delay-
ing second pass logging in many
valleys.

— British Columbia Forest Products’

Boston Bar mill (which has been pro-
mised 80% of the Stein timber) is
likely to close within a few years. This
mill requires a full capacity operation
to remain viable; the upcoming AAC
reduction will deny this condition,
The Stein logging road may be buiit,
logging proceed for a few years, then
BCFP mill closure would render the
Stein timber superfluous to the
remaining mill; however, the Stein's
unigue tourism potential would be
lost.

— British Columbia Forest Products

claims that the Stein timber is essen-
tial for survival of its Boston Bar mill.
However, a BCFP study in 1984
showed. that the Nahatlatch Valley
closer to the mill is a feasible alter-
native. Furthermore, BCFP and other
forest companies are currenily ex-
porting large quantities of raw logs
from valleys adjacent to the Boston
Bar mill.

Your letter to the Premier on this
issue may make a difference.
Hon. Bill Vander Zalm, Premier
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, B.C. VBV 1X4



ALBI EXPEDITIONS

TREKKING AND
CLIMBING EXPEDITIONS
A to

3 South America and Asia
3R Winter-Spring 1988

Trekking
PAINE [Chile] January 3rd - Jenuary 17th
Price: - $1,700. \ -
NEPAL - Everest R |
Base Camp Trek April 15th - May 10th .
Price: - $2,350. >
Climbing
MEXICAN VOLCANOS December 26th - January Sth
Price - $1,650.
ACONCAGUA January 15th - February 7th
Price: - $2,650 2-5 members
- $2,450 6-8 members
ISLAND PEAK April 16th - May 15th
Price: - $3,200 4-8 members

$2,950 B8-12 members

Alhi Expeditions’ climbing guides are all members of The Association of Canadian Mountain Guides [the only
body that can certify guides in North America). We are the only North American adventure travel company that
can make this boast. Trekking guides are also either ACMG members or trained and supervised by ACMG members.
Our exceptionally high staffing requirernents mean that we can offer a safer and more rewarding experience.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Box 635, Canmore, Alberta TOL OMO
Phone (403) 678-6908
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