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President’s Report

Suzanne Mazoret

I am pleased to announce on behalf of the Board that a new Executive Director| )

Anders Ourom, started with the Federation on October 15, 1991, Sara Kammerzell
and Brian Jones very ably managed the Federation in the absence of an Executive
Director. However, the fact that Anders was able to start as soon as he did meant
that there was little disruption in the operations of the Federation and Sara and
Brian were then able to concentrate on their normal activities.

Anders is a lawyer and has been an active member and a volunteer with the
Varsity Outdoor Club and the B.C.M.C. He has recently been President of the Moun-
tain Equipment Co-op but has resigned from this role in order to assume the posi-
tion with the Federation. As a volunteer for the Federation, Anders has assisted in
trail building and casino nights. He has also participated in writing climbing and
hiking guidebooks and articles. His knowledge of the Federation and committed
involvement in mountaineering, rock climbing and ski-touring activities make him
an ideal person for the position of Executive Director and we look forward to work-
ing with him.

Anders has attended all Committee and Delegates meetings since he started so
that he can get to know and work with us better and I'm sure that he has been
welcomed to the Federation by all.

For those who are wondering about the move to a new office, but have tactfully
not asked, lease negotiations for the new office space are still on-going and a mov-
ing date is not yet confirmed. Len Dudley, Director and Legal Counsel for the Board
and Anders have been working on the lease for the new office space. As there are

some major changes that are needed in the lease, negotiations with the owners andu

their lawyers are taking some time. In addition, there are problems with zoning
and getting a permit depends on whether we can provide sufficient parking to
meet the zoning regulations.

It is unfortunate that these “road blocks” have developed, but better to discover
them now than later when we are committed to a lease. The Board hopes these
matters can be resolved soon as the need for larger premises is increasing as the
Federation’s activities expand. The proposed new office would be ideal because the
size and location would allow us to serve our members better and we would like to
maove as soon as possible.

We also welcome Jim Campbell as new Chairperson of the Smoke Bluffs Com-
mittee. Jim is a member of the Squamish Rockclimbers Association and is a new
member of the committee. We thank him and wish him well in his new role.

- Best wishes from us all for a safe and happy Christmas season
and for the New Year.

- Indonesia

Borneo ¢ Bali « Lomboke Java
March 27 - April 23, 1992
October 2 -23, 1992

Our small group tours are ideal for outdoor enthusiasts.
Tour participants will see Iots of wildlife, forests, culture and art.

For our free brochure and slide shows, contact:

Gina at Back Road Tours, 101-8741 Selkirk Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 45, Tel: 266-5714 Fax: 266-1120




Executive Director’s Report
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My first month as executive director
passed in a blur. Never a dull moment.
There have been innumerable people to
meet, meetings to attend, things to learn,
and calls to make. As well, I have been
working to familiarise myself with the
organization and dynamics of the FM-
CBC. At this point, I can only say that
my new position is an honour, a high
responsibility, and a challenge. I must
pay tribute to my predecessor, Jim Rutter,
for his role in building the Federation to
its present position. It is my duty to take
the FMCBC as it is now and, together
with the Board, the clubs, and the mem-
bers, develop it so it further serves our
members. I look forward to serving the
FMCBC and its members for many years
in the future.

My initial goal is to become com-
pletely familiar with the FMCBC and its
operations, and to ensure that inasmuch
as it is a kind of business, it is organized
and managed in a business like fashion.
This provides the foundation for every-
thing else the FMCBC does. In addition,

Anders Ourom

I will be addressing any immediate con-
cerns or problems that may arise. In the
near future, I will work with the Board
to identify priorities and goals for the
next few months in each of our areas of
operations. However, it would be prema-
ture for me to suggest any significant
changes in what the FMCBC does or how
it does them. This can wait until I have
found my feet, and had a chance to do
some medium and long range planning
with the Board.

One of my objectives, which I believe
very worthwhile, has been to attend
FMCBC committee and delegates meet-
ings wherever possible. I plan to continue
doing so, and indeed to extend this to
include club meetings. To some extent
my role is to provide glue, to hold the
FMCBC together, while I also provide oil,
to keep the machinery running
smoothly. By attending as many meet-
ings as possible, I help do both, and in
addition get to meet and work with the
active members.

At this point, I can only say thatIam
amazed and gratified by the wide range
of the FMCBC's activities, and the inter-
est and dedication of its many members,
particularly the volunteers. The time and
energy contributed to the FMCBC by
many volunteers is nothing less than
astounding. I encourage all members to
fully participate in and support the af-
fairs of the FMCBC, as members, volun-
teers, directors, delegates, advocates and
students. There are a growing number
of access issues; as well, any B.C. moun-
tain area not preserved as a park or wil-
derness in the next ten years will prob-
ably not be preserved. There is thus no
shortage of interesting and important
issues for members to become involved
in. The easiest way to contribute is by
being a member of a FMCBC member
club, and by encouraging all your
outdoorsy friends to join a club. After
that, its up to you, but in contributing
toyour club, and to the FMCBC, you get
out of it what you put into it.

Christmas at the FMC
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The FMC is a registered charitable organization and will issue a income

tax receipt in the name of your choice for donations of $10.00 or more.

Cheques should be made payable to the “FMCBC” and mailed to our

office. Your support of the Federation and its work in maintaining access,

preserving trails and parks, protecting wilderness areas and supporting

environmental issues is greatly needed and appreciated.




Recreation and Conservation Report
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This is the first area being studied in detail
after the Parks and Wilderness for the '90s
process. Jay MacArthur is representing the
FMCBC and the Outdoor Recreation
Council on the 30-member study team. An
options report will be presented to the
public for comments in late 1992. Please
write a letter which supports the FMCBC
park proposal to the Hon. John Cashore,
Minister of Environment, Lands and Parks
and ask to be put on the study team’s
mailing list. A newsletter which describes
the study process will be available soon.

We are still working to have the Lions Bay
Council approve the proposed parking lot
at the start of the trail. Doug Herchmer
mentioned that John Tisdale will be the
new Recreation Officer (RO) in the Squa-
mish Forest District and that the BCFS is
considering designating the trail under the
Forest Act. Mr Tisdale has worked in
Campbell river as a RO for a few years and
has related experience. Doug White and
Gerry Burch are working on this project .
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Roger Freeman was appointed by the Minister
of Forest to this commission in 1990. The
commission released a report The Future
of Qur Forests after a fair amount of public
consultation. The commission is waiting
for the new government to provide further
direction.

Mountains Wildemness Society’s proposal to
designate this area as a recreation or wilder-
ness areg. The Wild Chilcotin Educational
Report which describes the proposal and
action required is available from the FM-
CBC office.

The Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
has begun a study of the Duffey Lake Road
Corridor. Director Joy Davidson or Anders
Ourom will be attending these meetings
on behalf of the FMC.

Jay MacArthur

The Western Canada Wilderness
Committee and the Cariboo Mountains
Coalition have prepared an educational
report on the Cariboo Mountains, We
request input from our member clubs on
this park proposal.
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Mike Nash from the Caledonia Ramblers
is on this local resource use planning team.
Herrick Creek is near Prince George.

The Ministry of Forests has asked for direc-
tion from the public on how to develop a
Forest Practices Code. We need someone
acting for the FMC to comment on this.
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Bob Harris and Judy Wigmore will check
into the status of small business develop-
ment plans with the Lillooet Forest District.

}udy Needham and Judy Wigmore are
working on this.

Logging of windfall was proposed behind
the Chief. Jay MacArthur and the Squam-
ish Rockclimbers’ Association are follow-
ing this up.

‘A summary of public comments is avail-
able from the Ministry of Lands and Parks.
Mike Nash will be attending a conference/
workshop organized by BC Lands to dis-
cuss this issue further.

=
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A proposal for the Niut range from Coast
Mountain Heli-skiing was received by BC
Lands. Contact Jay for more infi tion.

Some private pilots are not happy with the
voluntary guidelines or restrictions for
flights in or above Garibaldi Provincial Park
that were agreed to by the B.C. Aviation
Council. Roger and Larry Lowden met with
three members of the Aviation Council to
discuss their concerns. Roger will discuss
further with B.C. Parks.

Ross Kirkwood is trying to put together a
group to work on a Sea to Sky mountain
bike trail. He has asked for a letter of sup-
port. The committee recommended that
we support the trail in principle and that
we offer our assistance to find a route that
would have little conflict with traditional
hiking trails.

mittee is discussing how we can find peo-
ple willing to get involved in the many
land-use studies that will result from Parks
and Wilderness for the 90s and the Forest
Resources Commission’s report. We need
to work together with other environmen-
tal and outdoor groups to find the right
people. Jay is working on funding for travel
expenses and honorarium for volunteers.

We are concerned about the Ministry of
Forest’s decision to not study the
Nahatlatch as a potential wilderness area/
We decided that the decision was prema-
ture since we had asked that all areas be
studied further. The Ministry of Forests is
also involved in a Fraser TSA planning
process. Jay will write a letter.

Jay MacArthu
We need to continue to keep a watch on
logging plans in the Chilliwack Valley. Neil
Grainger has volunteered to visit the
Chilliwack District office in 1991

Bruce Blackwell
Bruce is on a special Forest Service commit-
tee that is working on policy issues related
to old-growth preservation: They are study-
ing legislation to determine the best des-
ignation that will protect special old-
growth forests.

o

Please write letters which clearly state that
you do not support the creation of a 4 sea-
son resort near the Lake of the Hanging
Glacier.

Please keep us informed of issues in your
area by contacting: s
Roger Freeman  Jay MacArthur ;
Co-Chair Co-Chair
263-9101 (h) 987-1232 (h)
263-3900 (o) 432-2580 (o)
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National Trail and “Green” Hiking
Charles Clapham

At its Annual General Meeting, the Federa-
tion recorded its support for the effort to create
a National Centennial Trail from Victoria to the
Alberta border as part of a National Trail across
Canada. This summer, Charles Clapham of the
Trails Committee led a group of hikers from
downtown Vancouver to Fort Langley following
trails or footpaths nearly all the way. The gen-
eral outline of the route is B.C. Place Stadium,
seawall to English Bay, Prospect Point, Lions
Gate Bridge, Capilano Canyon, Grouse Skyride,
Lynn Canyon, Deep Cove, water taxi to Belcarra,
Sasamat Lake, loco, Port Moody, Mundy Park,
Colony Farm, Pitt River Bridge, Pitt and Alouette
Dykes, Horse trails around Maple Ridge, Albion
Ferry, Fort Langley. The route was split into six
approximately 15 km sections, each end of
which was accessible by transit. Every hiker ar-
rived at the start of each hike by transit and went
home from the end also by transit. Each hike was

Py called a “Green Hike” because it could be done

using buses and not cars. These six sections have
been written up and will be published in the
New Year.

While travelling to Lynn Canyon for the start
of one of the sections, Charles was photographed
on the Seabus by a reporter for the National Geo-
graphic. No doubt, a hiker in pack and boots
reading the newspaper on a rush hour Seabus
looked newsworthy. The picture and a mention
of the project will appear in the Vancouver arti-
cle published in the April 1992 National Geo-
graphic Magazine.

Shell Environmental Fund

The FMCBC is privileged to have been
awarded $4,500 for the Adopt-A-Trail Program
by the Shell Environmental Fund, after applica-
tion had been made by Trails Committee mem-
ber Charles Clapham.

Trail-building in Goldstream
Lilian Salmond

This article calls to your attention the trail-
building accomplishments of the Qutdoor Club
of Victoria, a FMCBC Member Club devoted to
the tradition of hiking.

In 1966, the Qutdoor Club of Victoria created
centennial trail-building projects in Goldstream
Provincial Park to commemorate the formative
years of British Columbia (1866-1966). The trails

™ werebuilt with the approval and encouragement

of the Provincial Parks Branch, and the Outdoor
Club of Victoria’s members and guests.

Today, the trails known to hikers as the
Arbutus Ridge Trail, Gold Mine Trail and Pros-
pector’s Trail weave pockets of rainforest and dry
ridges, typical to the region, into a rich tapestry
of landscape experience.

Rails to Trails Symposium
Gabriel Mazoret

It was full house at the Rails to Trails Sympo-
sium organised by the Qutdoor Recreation Coun-
cil in Kelowna on November 14 and 15, 1991.
The goal of the forum was to finalize a Provin-
cial strategy for converting abandoned railway
lines to trails. Utilizing abandoned rail right of
ways for multi-use trails holds enormous poten-
tial for hikers, cross-country skiers, horseriders,
naturalists, bicyclists, and others.

Approximately 160 persons representing a
wide range of outdoor recreation organizations
and land authorities participated in reviewing
and discussing the “Rails to Trails: Moving For-
ward” discussion paper and draft which had been
produced by ORC and circulated to all partici-
pants beforehand.

After a long day of brain storming workshops
on the Saturday, the backbone of a new organi-
zation emerged and a steering committee of six
was appointed to form a “Rails to Trails Associa-
tion”. A collection taken at the meeting raised
$700 as “seed” money for the new association.

The main tasks of the new group will be to
represent local groups to the many land agencies
involved in the conversion of the many miles of
abandoned railway lines to multi-use trails, to co-
ordinate the interested groups, and to raise funds
or create a trust fund/foundation for the work.
It will also work to establish a moratorium on the
railway lines immediately threatened by an irre-
versible change of ownership until studies of the
impact of such changes can be completed.

I hope that you will welcome and encourage
this new association and their conservation and
recreation goals.

The Vancouver Island Backbone
Trail

Rosanne Van Schie, Western Canada Wilderness

Committee

The mid-island branch of Western Canada Wil-
derness Committee initiated a proposal to cre-
ate the Vancouver Island Backbone Trail. The
proposed trail, when completed, will link exist-
ing hiking and historical routes and develop
connector routes to form a continuous north/
south hiking route for Vancouver Island. The pro-
posed route will mostly be alpine as the backbone
of Vancouver Island is one of the most spectacu-
lar alpine areas in the world. It is the hope of the
organizers that the proposed trail will provide us-
ers with an educational, accessible and quality
outdoor recreation experience in the Island’s
high alpine country. From a conservation point
of view, the Backbone Trail as proposed would
encourage organized minimal impact foot travel
rather than freeway frenzy through the moun-
tains. The route itself would be dedicated to the
preservation and public enjoyment of its natu-
ral features.

The organizers call for support, through do-
nations of time, trail building expertise, or
money. For further information, or to participate,
please contact:

Rosanne Van Schie 756-4016

Sarah Brenner 753-7454

Trails Committee

Louise Irwin

Hiking Trails Atlas
Project

Colin Evans has been working with BCIT
students on a computer mapping
project for hiking trails. It was proposed
that they commence with the mapping
of three trails to test the system, and if
this works out well then thirty trails
could be mapped and published next
year. The committee has suggested that
they start on these trails: Black Moun-
tain from Horseshoe Bay; Eagle Ridge;
and Sumas Mountain.

Bus to Trails Brochure

Mary Macaree is continuing to revise
the folder describing trailheads and a
brief outline of trails readily accessible
by BC transit in the Vancouver area. A
preliminary list of twelve hikes of vary-
ing degrees of difficulty is in preparation.

Trail Maintenance Tools

A portion of the $1200 donation from
the Y Outdoor Club has been spent on
an assortment of equipment to add to
the collection of tools owned by the
Federation. There will eventually be two
separate tool kits available for trail main-
tenance work. One set at present is
available from Paul Binkert (263-4360)
in Vancouver. The second set will be
placed in Sardis, where Theo
Mosterman (823-4713) has volun-
teered to take charge of these.

Trail Condition Report
Cards

An updated edition of the old cards will
be printed and distributed in the near
future.

Adopt-A-Trail

The Adopt-A-Trail idea is catching on,
with new groups taking on responsibil-
ity for maintaining particular trails, Ad-
ditional brochures describing the pro-
gram are being printed for distribution.
The list of coordinator contacts for the
zones of the Lower Mainland was pub-
lished in the June issue of Cloudburst.
Due to the numerous trail clearing ef-
forts of clubs over the summer, most
trails were in good condition after last
winter's winds and heavy snowfalls. Un-
fortunately, with the recent winds and
rains there have again been many
blowdowns and much of the work must
be redone. Several trail access roads and
some bridges have been washed out,
resulting in the need for expensive con-
struction projects next year. It is to be
hoped that Adopt-A-Trail members will
not become too discouraged by the ca-
prices of nature,




Club Feature - Outdoor Club of Victoria

Soon after the fall of France in 1940,
founding members decided to form their
own hiking club. At first it was organized
in an informal way by Tom Goodlake, with
the help of Gordon Bowes and Elizabeth
Thorneycroft. The inaugural general meet-
ing took place on March 7, 1942.

Many of the first hikes took place in the
immediate area of Victoria, using the E. and
N. Railway transportation to the Malahat,
Shawnigan Lake, and the Sooke Hills.
Other activities soon followed, with camp
outs at Della Falls, Forbidden Plateau, the
Olympic Mountains, the west coast of Van-
couver Island, Strathcona Park and Mount
Arrowsmith, Further efforts included cross
country skiing, snowshoeing, boat trips to
islands, and canoe trips in local waters.

In 1950, an offshoot of the club, the
Victoria Sno-Bird Ski Club, set up a ski area
at Mt. Brenton and, later developed one on
Green Mountain.

Unusual opportunities arose for club
members - to go caving with the Speleo-
logical Society in Euclataws Cave and
Homne Lakes Cave; to ride the rails at Gerry
Wellburn'’s private narrow gauge railroad

Spring Bus Tour
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Ruth Clay

and logging museum; to meet the chal-
lenge of the West Coast Trail; and to canoe
in Indian Dugouts, hike to Carmanah Point
Light and then to Tsusiat Falls in the
Nitinat Lake area.

Since the 1960’s our members and oth-
ers have worked on trail building - on the
Cowichan River trail, the Centennial trail
and others in Goldstream Park, the
Rossalan and MacInnes Trails at Sombrio
Point, the Phillips Ridge trail, Matheson
Park and Roche Cove trails and the Min-
er’s Trail at Lomas Lake. At the present time,
most trail building takes place in the
Gowlland Range.

Our club strongly supported the devel-
opment of Buttle Lake and helped with the
trail up to Marble Meadows on the west
side of the lake. Our support helped make
it possible to have crews to construct a trail
to Flower Ridge. We still participate in the
Comox District Mountaineering Club work
parties on the Phillips Ridge Trail.

We cooperated with the Alpine Club on
occasional hikes, and later with the Island
Mountain Ramblers. Latterly we have ex-
changed visits internationally with the
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Klahanne Hiking Club of Port Angeles.
Hikers from other countries and visiting
servicemen were often guests on our hikes
and are always welcome. Members with
like interests have organized hiking trips in
Britain, Hawaii, Australia, and New Zea-
land. The next overseas trip will probably
be in Britain in 1993.

Summer camps are organized on a
yearly basis. Previous sites include the Ol-
ympics; Mt. Rainier and Mt. Hood;
Garibaldi, Manning, and Cathedral Lakes
Provincial Parks; Waterton Lakes,
Kootenay and Yoho National Parks; the
U.S. Glacier National Park in Montana;
Yosemite and Lassen Volcanic National
Parks and the Eastern Sierra Nevada includ-
ing Mt. Whitney (14,494 ft.).

In 1971 the Outdoor Club of Victoria
Trails Information Society commenced
publishing books - Hiking Trails (I) Victo-
ria and vicinity (II) Southeastern Vancou-
ver Island and (IlI)Central and Northern
Vancouver Island. These guides are either
approaching or have passed their 10th
editions so are meeting a real need for those
hiking on the Island.

In the 1970's the club established a con-
servation committee which represents us
to Government. We have a representative
on a Capital Regional District Planning
Committee and on a committee consider-
ing Mt. Douglas Park trails. We participated
in meetings which led to the consensus
report of the Federation of Mountain Clubs
on Strathcona Park.

The Outdoor Club of Victoria will be 50
years old in 1992, but is still extremely ac-
tive with 256 members.

Monthly meetings are held from Sep-
tember to May at which many of our trav-
elling members describe their experiences
with slides and lectures. A quarterly news-
letter is sent to members listing at least two
hikes most weekends throughout the year.

During 1991 there were 12 club activi-
ties requiring travel from the Victoria area.
Examples are Llama Trekking on Steens
Mountain in southeast Oregon, the ascent
of Mt. St. Helen's, a ten day camp out based
on Whistler followed by a backpack to
Garibaldi Lake, and numerous shorter trips

~on Vancouver Island.

During 1992, our 50th anniversary will
be celebrated at our Annual General Meet-
ing and Banquet in February and at a spe-
cial camp during the Victoria Day long
weekend. When it is reasonable, we plan
to have three hikes for each weekend as
well as bike hikes on a monthly or more
frequent basis. With our more active retired
members, we will break new ground by
running a Spring Hiking Tour by bus to
Death Valley, Arizona and California, leav-
ing Victoria in late February.




