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This  Ocparuzstion it Lopported by @

SPORT AND RECREATION DIVISION

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia
(FMCBOC) is the official sport-governing body for
mountaineering in BC, representing the interests of
hiking, climbing and outdoor clubs in the province. The
FMCBC is a non-profit organization addressing moun-
tain conservation and access issues, promoting safety and
education through courses of instruction, building and
maintaining hiking trails throughout BC.

Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual
or group interested in non-mechanized outdoor activities
and conservation concerns. Those interested in joining
this non-profit organization have two options:

Club membership: Please coniact the office to receive a
free list of clubs that belong to the FMCBC.

Individual Membership: Call the office at 737-3053
(Vancouver) with your VISA or MASTERCARD number
or send $25 with your name and address to: FMCBC
#336 - 1367 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9.

In This Issue...

FMBC Meeting Dates
President's Report

FMCBC Staff Changes

Casino Report

Recreation and Conservation
BC Parks Master Plan Updates
Safety and Education Committee
FMC Survey Results

Yew Lake Update

Jumbo Creck Resort Proposal
Canada West Mountain School
Valley Perspectives

Island Perspectives

Bulletin

Northern Perspectives

Pual Binkert:: Memoriam
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Recreation and Conservation Committee:

Sept. 25, Oct. 30, Nov. 20 No meeting in Dec.

7:30 pm. Call office for location.

Safety and Education Committee:

Call FMCBC office for next meeting

Trails Committee:

October 23, Nov. 20 FMCBC office (Rm 336 at Sport BC)

Board of Directors:

Sept. 20, Oct.18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20

Rm 336 at Sport BC.

Lower Mainland Delegates' Meeting:
Call the FMCBC office for next meeting.

Island Delegates' Meeting:

Sat. Nov. 4th. ' Call office for details.
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Last summer when I became President, I set out to
address a number of concerns, in addition to dealing with
a lot of administrative details, which included a rather
lengthy search for a new ED. Change can be a slow,
evolutionary process, especially within an organization
that has as many diverse concerns as ours does, so I
focused on initiating changes and supporting those that
others had already begun.

One of the first major changes was decentralize
the AGM. After the 1994 AGM, it was decided that a
club should host the AGM and recreation events that
members would want to come to. This would leave the
FMC’s administration with only the business portion of
the meeting to organize.

Thus, this year’s AGM was hosted by the Chilli-
wack Qutdoor Club, who did a wonderful job of organiz-
ing the weekend. The meeting was well attended; an
impressive feat, given that the weather was excellent and
that most of us would rather be out of doors in such
weather.

Next year’s AGM is hosted by the Caledonia
Ramblers in Prince George, and an entire week’s worth
of events are planned for those who wish to partake.
This idea was warmly endorsed by all that were at this
. year’s AGM.

This summer, several new directors joined the
Board, they are: Darlene Anderson, Markus Kellerhals,
Chris Mills, Marilyn Noort and Chris Rolfe. Tlook
forward to the
contributions
they will make.

Work on
the completion of
the Yew Lake
Trail has again
been funded, and

What city in
BC has over
Sy o0 PITKS
al o  Within the city

he many. tools W o
avatlable limits?

available for
soliciting input (Sce Page 13)

from the mem-
bership about its £
thoughts/needs/desires is to conduct a survey. The June
edition of Cloudburst contained such a questionnaire,
and we are dissapointed that only 55 out of about 3600
have been returned. We hoped for a better rate of return,
. and urge you to send your questionnaire in now. The
more input we get the better we can address your con-
cerns, and the more informed of them we are.

Changes at the FMCBC Office

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC extends
a warm goodbye and heartfelt thanks to employee
Su'Zan Cook, who has left the Federation to spend time
on her property on Read Island.

Welcome to Alana Prociuk, who started August
28th as Office
Manager.
Alana origi-
nally comes
from Alberta
where she ran
a legal aid
company. For
the past two
years she
managed “The
Running '
Room”. She is
a keen runner
and has “a
passion for the KRS Lo e
outdoors”. Please introduce yourself to Alana when you
phone or drop in.

Brian Jones, Canda West Mountain School
Manager, got married at the end of July. In August he
and Maureen moved into their new home in Squamish. It
was a busy summer for Brian,

Casino

The Federation of Mountain Clubs was the big

winner at our annual fund raising casino
which was held on: August 15th and 16th.
Thank vou to casino volunteers:
Tim Duty (Varsity Outdoor Club), Brent Ehrl
(North Shore Hikers), Pat Harrison (FMCBC
Board), Marcus Kellerhals (FMCBC Board),
Cheryl Leskiw (BC Mountaineering Club,
Alpine Club), Gabriel Mazoret (North Shore
Hikers), Sue McIntyre (Richmond Outdoor
Club), Chris Mills (FMCBC Board), Pat
0O’Gorman (Richmond Outdoor Club), John
Otava (Klister Klub), Jessica Shintani (Alpine
Club President), and Jeff Such (BC Parks).
FMCBC appreciates the long hours
these volunteers put in at the casino

on our behalf.
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By Jay MacArthur

Southwestern BC Wildlands Alliance

The FMCBC has joined with Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society, BC Spaces for Nature, Burke
Mountain Naturalists, BC Mountaineering Club, Sierra
Club of BC, Alpine Club of Canada and Canadian Earth
care Society to form the Southwestern BC Wildlands
Alliance. We will work cooperatively to determine the
best areas for protection in the lower mainland region.

Bryan Evans (ACC), Mike Feller (BCMC) and
Brian Wood (BCMC) will be participating in a planning
process started by the Land Use Coordination office and
will be our main contacts with the alliance.

Map of Proposed Protected Areas Prepared.

A map of proposed protected areas in the lower
mainland region was presented to the BC Land Use
Coordination office. The map was created after meet-
ings between BCMC and ACC members and was
discussed at the FMCBC AGM. The map was inputed
to a geographic information system by Tim Wilson at
BC Wild. Thanks to Brian Wood and Tim Wilson for
all their work! ‘

The priority areas include:

Randy Stoltmann Wilderness (Upper
Clendemming, Elaho, Sims and Lillooet Rivers)
Sockeye Creek near Birkenhead Lake

Bear River (Bute Inlet)

Joffre Lakes - upgrade from Recreation Area
Tantalus Range

Stawamus Chief

Mount Richardson on Sechelt peninsula
Mehatyl Creek - northeast of Harrison Lake
Dou glas' Creek - near Harrison Lake

West side of Chilliwack Lake and Radium Lake
Greendrop Lake

Skagit - upgrade from Recreation Area

Randy Stoltmann Wilderness

Information on hiking routes into the proposed
protected area are available from the FMCBC office.
Call 737-3053 for more information,

Spruce Lake Park Proposal

A video called “The Southern Chilcotin Moun-
tains - A Gift to Man from Nature - To be Respected”
promoting the park proposal is available from the

FMCBC office. The video was produced by Terry Jacks
and features photographic images by Pat and Rosemaries
Keough. Terry wrote and recorded some fantastic music
for the video while Robert Bateman donated paintings
and sketches of a trip taken last year. The video is
available for a donation of $17 or you can borrow it. Call
Alana at 737-3053 for more information.

We’re making another concerted effort to get the
provincial government to protect Spruce Lake as a park.
We need your help! Please write a letter of support to
Premier Mike Harcourt, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

By Murray Lashmar, Canadian Parks and Wilderness
Society, BC Chapter. First printed in CPAWS quarterly
Report Vol. 7, issue 1

Many management plans are on hold due to the
Protected Areas Strategy. If you want more information
on Master Plans, contact the numbers given below. For
toll-free long distance calling to Provincial government
offices, call Enquiry BC at 660-2421 (Lower Mainland)
or 1800-663-7867. :

Although B.C. Parks' decentralization has elimi-
nated Regional Offices, the following master plans are
organized under the old regional names.

A. SOUTH COAST
(Planning Branch, North Vancouver: 924-2200.)

Cypress Provincial Park: B.C. Parks is still administer-
ing Cypress Provincial Park including the Cypress Bowl
Recreations Limited permit area. A special three-month
planning process has replaced the process suspended in
1993. Commissioner Bryan Williams, Q.C., will be
responsible for submitting recommendations for the
master plan by August 31, 1995.

Strathcona-Westmin: The draft management plan is
now being reviewed and is scheduled to be sent to the
Minister for_sig'ning by the end of June.

Manning Park, Skagit & Cascade RAs: The planning
process remains on hold pending the government’s
decision to designate parts of the two Recreation Areas as
a Class A Park, 1

..... con't on page 9
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Bear Encounters
Answers to questions on cover: Paw prints are of a black bear; the picture is a grizzly.

Sooner or later one of the components of adventure experienced by Members while pursuing their favourite moun-
tain activity in British Columbia will be an encounter with one or more black or grizzly bears. Frequently this will be
limited to the sight or sound of the bear rapidly seeking greener pastures after detecting the presence of humans by scent or
sound. Surprise encounters with bears have often occurred because the humans were quiet, the natural noise level was
high (rapids and waterfalls on creeks), or the bear was upwind from the party. Although some may seek bears for photo-
graphic opportunities (which are best undertaken from a very safe distance), most will prefer to avoid bear encounters.
Some pre-trip planning is extremely useful. Bears and bear food form a close association. Berry patches, particularly in
logged-over areas, and salmon bearing creeks during spawning, are both high-probability encounter zones, as is the area

around carrion. Many grizzly encounters occur in or near
DO: avalanche chutes after Spring thaw. Human food is just as
Make loud noises attractive to bears as natural food, and often the ease of
Scan your route for bear activity obtfnp{ng human food may “habituate” a bear to human
activities. Never feed, or leave food for bears. When
Pack low odour foods camping, take low odour food, sealed in airtight containers
Always grant the bear the right of way and store food away from tents in locations inaccessible to
bears (“bear bagging”). Do not take food into, or leave food
in tents. Do not burn or bury food or food packaging in the backcountry. Pack it out. Do not camp at sites with previous
signs of bear activity such as droppings or claw marks. ‘

Evidence seems to indicate that groups of three or more persons are less vulnerable to aggressive bear behaviour.

Carry a noise-maker (stones in tin can, cowbell, etc.) and use it. Talk loudly or yodel (you will be in the mountains!) in
¢\ dense brush and high-probability bear arcas. A whistle is probably not a suitable noisemaker because its use is normally
restricted to emergencies, and some tones of whistles may be so similar to that of hoary marmots that they actually attract
“the interest of grizzly bears (who find marmots most attractive snacks). If possible, talk to Park Wardens, or other knowl-
edgable persons, about bear activity before you enter an area and take note of information, warning or prohibition postings.
In the alpine, use binoculars frequently to scan ahead and to the sides of your planned route, and retreat or re-route if you
sight bears or carrion. In all areas, be alerted by fresh tracks, droppings (particularly those with steam still rising from
them) and claw marks on trees and stumps.

If you encounter a bear that does not move away, try to remain calm (this is considerably easier to write about, than
to do as the adrenaline rushes in a real encounter). Determine whether you are dealing with a grizzly or a black bear, and
try to determine the bear’s intentions. Talk calmly, back away, and leave the area.

Tree climbing may be an option, but note that all black
bears, and grizzlies up to three years old, are good tree climb- Do Not:
ers, and older grizzlies have been known to chew through tree Take food into a tent
trunks. ‘ ; £ ¥ o

- If a bear actually attacks, his or her actions may then Camp at a site with signs of bear activity
depend upon whether you are seen as an intruder (competition), Bury or Burn food
or food. If the first case is true, rolling up to protect your vital  Try to 'get close' for a better photo
organs and playing “dead” may be the best option, particularly Feed Bears
with a grizzly bear. You may then escape with a mild to severe
mauling. However, if the bear is attacking with the intent to kill for food, then you will have to fight for your life. There
appear to be an increasing number of black bear attacks of this type in northern British Columbia. While any weapon at
hand should be used, the use of oleoresin capsicum based anti-bear sprays has been shown to be very effective. Those
available in Canada (legally) are Assault-Guard Bear Repellent, Bear Guard Repellent, Phazer for Bears, and Bear Scare.
Some pre-trip practice and/or instruction with these sprays is highly recommended.
Please remember that bear behaviour is highly unpredictable, and that avoidance of encounters is the best preventa-
— tive measure you can take. Knowledge, awareness, and pre-trip preparation are your best defence. Strongly recommended
' reading, particularly for trip leaders are Bear Encounter Survival Guide by James Gary Shelton, 1994 (specific to B.C. and
the Yukon) and Bear Attacks--Their Causes and Avoidance by Stephen Herrero, 1985. See also The Ministry of Forest
Publication and Video Bear Aware, available by calling 356-7325. Both Parks Canada and the B.C. Ministry of Environ-

ment produce free safety pamphlets on bear safety.
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By Linda Coss, FMCBC Executive Director

The feedback from the FMCBC survey in the
June edition of cloudburst was not overwhelming (only
45 replies representing 14 member clubs). The results,
however, reconfirmed the opinions that were expressed at
the Special General Meeting which was held last Febru-
ary. The members who responded were involved in
hiking (98%), mountaineering and backpacking (93%),
ski touring (84%) and rock climbing (67%). They felt
the most important activities for the FMCBC to be
involved in were:
Preservation of areas for their recreation value (61% said
this was very important), working to resolve user con-
flicts (49% felt this was very important), protection of
mountain access (48%) and preservation of areas for
their wilderness and or ecological value (43%). Trail
building (33%), education members (27%), public
education (23%) and communication between member
clubs(24%) were seen as of lesser importance
but still of concern.

In response to the question on their preference
for the focus of Canada West Mountain
School, the respondents were split equally. Twenty eight
said it should operate at a profit to support other FMCBC
activities and 27 said it should provide education for
members on mountaineering skills and safe backcountry
travel. :

Forty three percent of the respondents supported
an increase in membership fees to ‘
$20. Twenty nine percent felt it should be left at $12 and
15% supported $30-$50. Many additional worthwhile
comments were received:

“Increased representation outside of the Lower Mainland
and Vancouver Island must be a top priority.”

"Mention is made of skier/snowmobiler conflict. The
same problem exists with the hiker/mountain biker and
this definitely needs attention.”

“I participate in hiking, mountaineering, rock climbing,
ski mountaineering and mountain biking. On my bike
I’m seeking the same thing that I am in the other sports.
Try including mountain biking clubs in FMCBC.”

“You should reaccess your method of levying fees on
member clubs.”

Do you agree with our survey findings? Write and let
FMCBC know your opinion.

Yew Lake Nearing Completion
For the past three years the FMCBC has been

‘working with BC Parks, to rebuild the Yew Lake Trail in

Cypress Provincial Park. With support from Canadian
Job Strategies, Mountain Equipment Co-op, Shell
Environmental Fund, Active Living in the Environment
Fund, VanCity, BC 21 Community Grants and several
organizations, the FMCBC rebuilt the badly eroded trail
so it is wheelchair accessible. An area of old
growth forest, an opportunity often not accessible to the
physically challenged, was also incorporated.
Federation members and their families and
friends are invited to hike the trail on Thanksgiving
weekend, the 20th anniversary of the Provincial Park.
We are also looking for club members who are
interested in working with the FMCBC to plan an official
opening of the Yew Lake Trail next spring. If you want
to get involved phone the FMCBC office at 737-3053.

Which city has
the newest free-
standing univer-

sity in Canada? |
(See Page 13)

‘ﬁ\Garden & Turf mixes
BI= (%2R  -SAND & COMPOST MIXES
TOPSOIL LTD.  «| ABORATORY TESTED
276-9522  :CUSTOMBLENDING

The Exp@ri@nce I[NN
$15 per NIGHT

The Outdoor Specialists of the Kootenays

(604) 354-4441
306 Victoria St. NELSON V1L 4K4
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In April 1991, Pheidias Project Management
Corporation of Vancouver, on behalf of Nikkon Canada,
submitted a proposal to the Ministry of Environment,
Lands and Parks under the Commercial Alpine Ski
Policy (CASP), to develop a four season destination
resort including summer glacier skiing. In spite of local
opposition to the development (3:1 vote against at the
Invermere and Kaslo public meetings), in February 1993,
the company submitted a formal proposal in response to a
proposal call by BC Lands, which coordinates the CASP.
In March 1993, Pheidias was selected as sole develop-
ment proponent.

Consideration of the project was deferred from
1993 to March 1995 while the East Kootenay CORE
process developed a regional land use. The East
Kootenay CORE table recommended that an environ-
mental assessment be conducted under the Environmen-
tal Assessment Act to determine whether the Jumbo
Creek resort development is compatible with other values
in the area.

In March 1995, the provincial government
announced that the Jumbo Creek valley was included in
the Jumbo-Upper Horsethief Creek special resource
management zone (which allows a full range of resource
uses to occur providing they respect sensitive natural and
cultural values. In May 1995, Pheidias applied fora
Project Approval Certificate to develop a four season
alpine ski resort in the Jumbo Creek Valley 55 km west
of Invermere. With the creation of BC’s Environmental
Assessment Act on June 30, 1995, administration and
coordination of the project review was transferred to the
Environment Assessment Office in Victoria.

The Development

The proposed three-phased development would
include:
® A village with hotels, restaurants, meeting and
convention facilities, ski schools and rental shops,
commercial shopping, tennis courts, horse riding facili-
ties, swimming pools, 18 hole golf course, luge run, and
nordic facility
® Staff accommodation for 1000 beds
o A series of mini centres with support village, a
residential ski village, a skier terminal area, a forward
ski village and a day lodge with vehicle parking
. Base village would be located at the Jumbo Creek
headwaters with potential remote lodges adjacent to three
resort communities :
e Ultimately, the village would contain approxi-
mately 5,500 bed spaces
. Alpine skiing would be developed on Glacier

Dome (directly above the Lake of the Hanging Glacier),
Jumbo Mountain and ultimately Commander Glacier
with ski lift towers up tc Farnham Peak (the highest peak
in the Purcells)

. A total of 30 lifts are planned with the anticipa-
tion of expansion, Total skiable terrain would encom-
pass 1600 hectares of land in the Jumbo Creek Valley
and would include a village with a capacity of 7000 bed
spaces for both visitors and staff.

Issues Previously Identified

During the previous CASP process, several key
issues were identified which are pertinent to members of
the Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC. They include
impacts on the wilderness character of the Purcell
Wilderness Conservancy and the Lake of the Hanging
Glacier to the south and north respectively (and hence
impacts on wilderness recreation values), wildlife habitat
(and particular far-ranging carnivores such as grizzly
bears), displacement of recreationists (especially locals)
water quality and quantity.

The East Kootenay CORE table recommended to
Commissioner Stephen Owen that firm guidelines be
instituted for carnivores and for biodiversity, and that
rural settlement was not acceptable.

If you want to be involved

The deadline for comments on the application
specifically is September 28, 1995, although the review
process will continue past that date.

The Environmental Assessment Office in Victoria
has produced a newsletter describing the project and
process. Copies of the application, including supporting
documents and submissions by interested parties, may be
viewed at the following locations: )

Environmental Assessment Office Project Registry,
Victoria (see below)

Vancouver Public Library (Main Branch)

Invermere Public Library

Cranbrook Public Library

Nelson Public Library

BC Lands, Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks,
Cranbrook phone (604) 426-4063

For more information, to be placed on a mailing list, or
to comment on the application, contact:

Raymond L. Crook

Jumbo Glacier Project Committee Chair

Environmental Assessment Office

3rd Floor, 1810 Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4
Phone (604) 952-0576 Fax (604) 952-0589
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By Brian Jones, Program Manager

October provides CWMS with an opportunity to
reflect on the summer season, and to prepare for the
coming winter. Summer 1995 was a busy and very
positive time for the Mountain school.

Our Aboriginal Leadership program, now in its
4th year, continues to gain momentum, Eighteen partici-
pants attended the 7 day Basic Trail Leaders course, in
two different sessions. A further 8 attended an advanced
course for Backcountry Leadership, while one leader and
six participants conducted their own backpacking
program with CWMS staff observing and coaching.
Many thanks go to program coordinators Graeme Taylor
and Ron Johnny, and to the Ministry of Housing, Con-
sumer Affairs and Recreation and the Ministry of the
Attorney General.

Our scheduled program continued to attracta
high number of students in a full range of mountain
education programs. Customised programs, from cre-
vasse rescue to private guiding to survival courses are
sought by students. ;

Winter is approaching quickly, with the first snow
around the corner. CWMS's winter program has some
new courses to reflect the changing demands in the
winter backcountry. Snowboard courses are very popu-
lar, as more and more people discover that snowshoes
and snowboards are a viable means of enjoying the
mountains. The success of last seasons Avalanche course
for ‘Boarders (plus numerous requests for more
snowboard courses!) has prompted the school to add a
backcountry camp for snowboarders. Along more
traditional lines, the boom in ice climbing on the coast
over the past two years has resulted in a barrage of
people who desire waterfall ice courses. Last, but defi-
nitely not least, ski mountaineering courses into
Waddington, the Pantheons and Mt. Logan will ensure
that the winter season ends on a “high” note.

Be sure to grab the winter *96 brochure from your
nearest outdoor store, and check out what’s happening
this season!

* AVALANCHE SAFETY

* SKI TOURING

* TELEMARK LESSONS

* ICE CLIMBING

* BACKCOUNTRY SNOWBOARDING
* MOUNTAINEERING EXPEDITIONS

Be sure to pick up this winters new bro-
chure of exciting courses at your local
outdoor store, or call 737-3056 for more

information.

Phone: (604) 737-3053
Fax: (604) 738-7175

What city has more than 25
hiking trails within a 2
hour drive from the down-

town area?
(See page 13)

Fabulous
mountain hiking

with expert guides. Luxury

private accommodation in our
new lodge. Massages, -

hot springs, yoga

and delicious
energizing
meals.

6-night packages

Mountain Trek Fitness -
Retreat & Health Spa
Box 1352,

Ainsworth Hot Springs, B.C. . 3
Canada, VOG 1A0 1

Ph/Fax: (604) 229-5636 #
1 800 661-5161 £ 3




