
CLOUDBURST 
Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC Newsletter JUNE 1996 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
-A Tribute To Brian Waddington, Janet Noakes and John Pearson 
-FMCBC Annual General Meeting 
-Lower Mainland Protected Area Strategy Update 
-Volunteer Profile: Bob Nelson 

Faces of the FMCBC AGM 
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The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia 
(FMCBC) is the official sport-governing body for 
mountaineering in BC, representing the interests of 
hiking, climbing and outdoor clubs in the province. The 
FMCBC is a non-profit organization addressing moun-
tain conservation and access issues, promoting safety and 
education through courses of instruction, building and 
maintaining hiking trails throughout BC. 
Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual 
or group interested in non-mechanized outdoor activities 
and conservation concerns. Those interested in joining 
this non-profit organization have two options: 
Club membership: Please contact the office to receive a 
free list of clubs that belong to the FMCBC. 
Individual Membership: Call the office at 737-3053 
(Vancouver) with your VISA or MASTERCARD number 
or send $25 with your name and address to: FMCBC 
#336 -1367 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9. 

FMCBC AGM 
President's Report 
VolunteerProfile-Bob Nelson 
Recreation and Conservation 
Internation Wilderness First Aid 
In Memory of Janet Noakes 

and John Pearson 
In Memory of Brian Waddington 
Pictures of Prince George - AGM 

3 
4 
5 
9 
11 

12 
13 
24 

Recreation and Conservation Committee: 
7:30 pm. Call office for date and location. 
Safety andEducation Committee: 
Call FMCB C office for next meeting 
Trails Committee: 
(Rm336atSportBC). 

Board of Directors: 
July 17 
LowerMainland Delegates' Meeting: 
Contact office for information 
Island Delegates' Meeting: 
Contact office for information 
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You missed a great time! Ifyou didn't go to the AGM in Prince George you weren't awakened at 6am by sun onyour face, (a new 
concept for us Vancouverites) didn't smell the wonderful tang of spruce pine and poplar and see the aspen in spring green. The 
Berg Lake - Mt. Robson trip was great in spite of less than perfect weather and our only regret about the events in Prince George 
wasthattheywere concurrent so we couldn't do themall. Hikes rangedfromthose up through natural subalpineforestto still snowy 
lakes and peaks, to Fang Cave plugged with ice, to low elevation esker formations with moose lakes and spring flowers (false 
solomon seal, paintbrush and violets) to Forests for the World with replanted trees remnant Douglas Firs and a beaver dam lake 
-full of early morning birds. Best of all were the river views from the Canoe trip down the Nechako and the closingbarbecue, where 
the sun bounced across the water as we said a regretful farewell to our wonderful, energetic and friendly Prince George hosts after 
a week of total relaxation away from our regular lives and city landscapes. 

. Oh yes, we also held a meeting! It was held at the University ofNorthern B. C. with its impressive innovative architecture and high 
tech computerized setup. We had a rousing session of brainstorming on a problem common to all of us - intrusion of mechanized 
access into our winter playgrounds, quiet places and wildlife habitats. It was wonderful to get so many ideas and offers of help 
to sustainus in our year round efforts, which will bolster us against discouragement (A complete report on our discussion and action 
plan will appear in September Cloudburst). 

We were glad to hear reports from members around the province and talk to them personally about their regional interests, and we 
seriously missed those who were unable to attend. Especially the contingentfrom Smithers who were preventedby a traffic accident 
and to whom we extend our best wishes for a speedy recovery. 

We had a chance to appreciate Prince George, and most especially we met wonderful people who went all out to communicate their 
enthusiasm for their surroundings and make us at home with them for a whole week. We should do more joint trips! Keep 
Cloudburst informed ofyour club's major trips. 

We learned how the control of flooding on the Nechako has increased the growth ofbrush and sandbars removingflsh spawning 
grounds, and learned about local efforts to maintain public trail, water and greenway access in a fast growing community -
something none of us can ignore nowadays in B.C. 

We watched slide shows of incredible overland exploits and stuffed ourselves guiltily with homemade goodies (recipe on page 
17 ) and some of us walked away with a magnificent assortment of door prizes donated by generous Prince George businesses and 
lower mainland including list donors*. I am the proud owner of a "moose-turd mosquito" (picture below) courtesy ofUta Schuler 
my hostess in Prince George. 

We honored members for their volunteer contribution to FMCBC 
including Roger Freeman and David Thompson for their work on the 
Stein, Michael Feller for his work on the Protected Area Strategy and 
Pinecone-Burke and Halvor Lunden, our tireless trail builder. Finally 
we elected a new FMCBC President Pat Harrison formerly Vice Presi-
dent and we thanked our past President Thom Ward for his on-going 
dedicationand commitment. 

*Thankyoutothefollowingbusinessesfortheirgenerous donations 
of door prizes; Backwoods Corner, Books on 4th, Caledonia Ram-
blers Hiking Club, Canadian Tire Store, Centre City Surplus, Coast 
Mountain Sports, E. &I. Sports, Federation of Mountain Clubs ofB. C., 
Island AlpineEquipment, KoopsBike ShopLtd.,MountainEquipment 
Co-op, NorthernHardware&Furniture, OlympiaSki&Cycle,RnR The 
Walking Store, Timberline Outfitters, Ultra Sport Ltd., Viberg Boots 
(PG)Ltd. 
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As this is the last time 1 have the privilege ofwriting an article as president of FMCBC I would like to thank those who have helped 
make my two years as president memorable. I would also like to reflect back on the many changes that we have seen over the last 
two years. 

During the last two years the government has attempted to resolve some of the province's land use issues. As a result of we have 
seenthe amount ofprotected areas double in size. We have also seen a steadily shrinkingBCPark'sbudget, and Parks is the ministry 
responsible for managing all of these newly protected areas, in addition to the existing parks. 

Wherewe once faced the challenge of getting areas protected, the challenge we now face is to ensure that these newly protected 
areas are wisely managed. The government ministries that are responsible for managing the land base need to be sufficiently funded 
and tasked to do so. I strongly urge you to write your MLA to let them know how important these protected areas are to you and 
howimportant itis thatBC Parks is adequatelyfunded to wisely manage these areas. Make the effort to meetyourMLAthis summer 
and tell them in person your concerns. 

As for our own Federation, we too have experienced a number of changes. New office staff have brought new ideas and ways of 
doing things, hopefully for the better. New technologies have created changes, such as the Interenet and the World Wide Web. 
are now "on-line" withboth e-mail and our own Home Page on the Web. This will hopefully assist in improving communications 
among members of our federation. 

Another big changes has been moving the location of the AGM and having it hosted by a member club. This began two years 
ago when the AGM was held in Nanaimo. This policy decision has set a new course for the FMCBC, making us less regional and 
moreprovincial. In turnthis will affect ourfocus on issues, and will remind those involved with the FMCBC that we area provincial 
organization. 

By the timeyou read this edition of Cloudburst, the FMCBC will have held its AGM inPrince Georgewith the CaledoniaRamblers 
as this year's hosts. Thank you Caledonia Ramblers for the effort of organizing activities for the week. The success of our 
federation is the result of the tremendous dedication of our volunteer members. 

As times change so do the issues and causes and so will the individual volunteers. The number of new faces on the Board is an 
example of how things do change. A heartfelt thanks to those that have done what they could for our federation, and to those that 
continue to volunteer their time, keep up the good work, yours is a tradition to be proud of. 

Prince George AGM, Photo by Pat Harrison 
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Bob Nelson's love of hiking and the mountains began in the late 60's while completing his PhD in Physics at UBC. His interest 
was first aroused by the "Vancouver and District Trail Guide" that was published by the Mountain Access Committee, forerunner 
of the FMCBC. From this beginning, his imagination was caught by the trails he hiked around Vancouver and the people he met 
on them. 

In 1970, Bob moved to Prince George to teach Physics at the recently established College of New Caledonia. He still holds that 
position 26 years later. For the first year or so, he often traveled the new Highway 16 east of Prince George to discover and explore 
the Jasper area. In 1971 he joined the Prince George Naturalists Club, and helped them construct the Sugarbowl Mountain trail 
that was the genesis of recreational mountain hiking in Prince George. 

In 1972, Bob and some of his students started hiking Lucille, Belle and Teare Mountains at McBride. The following year, 
accompanied by two companions, he bushwhacked 
up a beautiful peak between McBride and Prince 
George that he later called Erg Mountain. Bob's 
interest in that area led to the construction of two 
spectacular mountain trails from one accesspoint: Erg 
Mountain andHammell Lakes. 

InMay 1974, the CaledoniaRamblers Hiking Club was 
formed. In 1975, Bob assumed the presidency and 
remained in that role until 1979. Also in 1974, Bob 
spearheaded the development of the "Prince George 
and District Trail Guide." Over the years, this has 
grown to include some 40 trails, half of which are 
actively maintained by the club. With its familiar 
yellow cover, it is a popular item in local book and 
outdoor stores and has long been the main fund raiser 
for the Caledonia Ramblers. Bob edited the trail guide 
for thefirst tenyears, and since the mid-80's he has co-
edited it with Dave King. 

In 1977, Bob became a member of the Alpine Club of 
Canada (ACC), and has sincebeen a regular participant at some 15 General Mountaineering Camps. As well as his mountaineering 
endeavors, and raising two sons and a daughter with his wife, Lois, Bob also found time to be involved in two greatly unrelated 
fields: provincial politics and Astronomy. 

In 1979 he founded the Prince George Astronomical Society (PGAS), and was its Presidentuntil 1992. During that time, the society 
built the TaborMountain Observatory, with a 24-inch telescope that is the third largest in Western Canada. UnderBob's direction, 
the Observatory has since been relocated to an improved site and teaching facility closer to Prince George. Because of the odd 
hours involved, Bobfound thatthe mountains, Astronomy and family life didn't always co-exist well, and required constant juggling 
and compromise. 

Not one to sit still for long, and with his PGAS presidency behind him, Bob turned his attention back to the ACC. In the Fall of 
1994, he helped found the Alpine Club ofPrince George (ACPG). The objectives were to provide an organized outlet for climbers; 
to realize the personal satisfaction ofpioneering new mountain trips in the Prince George area, and to applyfor ACC section status. 
In fact, there had long been many members of the ACC in Prince George, but they had no local affiliation. So, in May 1995, the 
ACPG made application and was accepted as the newest chapter of the ACC, with Bob as its first President. 

Bob has had a low profile in the Caledonia Ramblers club in recent years, although still finding the time to co-edit the 
tr

ail guide, 
lead hikes, and to take a turn as treasurer. He has therefore been something of an unsung hero, and I was delighted to have this 
chance to tell his story. continued on page 23 
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We are hoping Club Bulletin will become a regularfeaturein Cloudburst. Ifyour club is planning an event 
or trip you want others to know about contact the Cloudburst editor at 737-3053 prior to the deadline for 
submission. 

ACC-VancouverIsland: callFMCBCforinformation. 

ACC - Vancouver: The ACC GeneralMountaineering Camp committee are looking foramateur leaders. ACC is offeringa largley 
subsidized leadership development weekend for perspetive candidates. After successfully completeing the leadership course 
candidates will have the opportunity to attend the GMC at no charge and act as volunteer leaders. Ifinterested please send climbing 
resumetoBradHarrison, 4689Mackenzie St., Vancouver,B.C., V6L2R4. Formore information call 261 7378. 

B.C. Mountaineering Club: The 1996 Summer & Fall Trip Schedule is out, ifyou would like a copy give FMCBC a call. 

Caledonia Ramblers: Are the host of this years AGM, they have been busy planning hiking trips, slide shows, barbeques for our 
enjoyment. 

Chilliwack Outdoor Club: Trail maintenance is needed atPierce LakeTrail, 20 volunteers needed. Also lookingfora helicopter. 

ComoxDistrictMountaineeringClub: callFMCBCforinformation. 

FraserValleyHikers: callFMCBCforinformation. 

IslandMountain Ramblers: callFMCBCfor information. 

Klister Outdoor Klub: trip to Cathedral Park must be booked soon, since jeep transport is required. Trip is planned for August 
3 to 5. Also, Klub barbeque is set for August, more information in future. 

Kootenay Mountaineering Club: SteedHutisprettywelifinished. It is important that club membersvisitplacesliketheBonnington 
Range huts to keep a "presence". 

North VancouverRecreation Commission Outdoor Club: callFMCBCforinformation. 

North Shore Hikers: Wednesday hikes are up and running, for general information call Steve Hailstone at 929-1069 or call 988-
9525, Sunday evening to Wednesday morning for specific information on hikes. 

OutdoorClubofVicotoria: The AnnualSummerPicnicissetforJuly21andtheAnnualCampoutwillbeatMa mingParkfollowed 
by Cathedral Park, date set for July 27 - August 10. 

Outsetters Club: Congradulations! They are celebrating 25 years. Lots of events set for June. 

Richmond Outdoor Club: callFMCBCforinformation. 

Valley OutdoorAssociation: summercamp happeningJuly28 to August 5 atRossLake, daily hikes goingoutbetween8:00 and 
8:30 am. All clubs are invited to attend. There are 80 campsites avalible, John Vandeermir will be reserving some ofthe campsites 
in the next couple weeks. Please contact John Vandeermir at (604)855-7316 for more information or to book a space. 

Varsity Outdoor Club: call FMCBCforinformation. 
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A annoyance or the lifeblood of vital clubs? 

The following is an excerpt from a letter recently received at 
theFMCBCoffce: "Iwouldliketo informyouthatmyattempt 
tojoin theNAME OF CLUB hasbeenverydisappointing and 
discouraging." ".... we ended up getting a very obvious cold 
shoulder." "..we eventually stopped going because the old 
members just would not take in a new one." 

Is the writer of the letter is speaking about your club? What 
can we do to change this impression? I feel new members 
bring fresh ideas and energy to a club and are an important 
asset in maintaining a healthy and vital organization. Lets 
make It is every club members responsibility to make newcom-
ers feel welcome. 

To that end FMCB C is always looking for new faces with fre sh 
ideas to join the Board of Directors. We welcome new 
members who feel they have the energy to contribute to the 
governance of this organization. If you have an interest in 
working on some of our sub-committees such as Safety and 
Education, Cloudburst editorial, CWMS or the Partnership 
committee give me a call. 

URCILL t,Op 
A ROCKY MOUFYTAIN 111GH 

~flk rp o(tk ('otJd" 
Cross country,  Powder and 
Telemark Skiing at 
Canada's Best Backcountry Lome. 
Spectacular Summer Hiking 
Call us for details 
Phone (604) 344-2639 Fax (604) 344-5520 
BOX 1829 GOLDEN B.C. CANADA VOA 1 NO 

B.C. Hydro recently contacted FMCBC regarding the Smoke 
Bluffs rock climbing area in Squamish. A serious public 
safety issue has arisen in the "Burger and Fries" area, it 
involvesfullyenergized69,000voltpowerlines. Anumber 
of rock climbers are attaching their ropes between the 
rockface and the B.C. Hydro high voltage woodpole 
powerlines located below the rockface and on the B.C. 
Hydro right-of-way. The climbers then proceed to slide 
down the rope as their means of descent. 

This practice is both a serious public safety issue, and 
unauthorized use of B.C. Hydro's property and it should 
cease immediately. B.C. Hydro is prepared to take all 
necessary measures to stop this unauthorized and danger-
ous use of Hydro's works in the interests of public safety 
and to protect Hydro's plant and equipment. This may 
include increased monitoring of this area if required. 

Prince George AGM, Photo by Pat Harrison 
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BCMC -LowerMainlandProtected Area Strategy -
an update- byJay MacArthur, Committee Co-chairperson 

A near consensus has been reached on proposed protected 
areas near Vancouver. We urgently need you letters of 
support forthis package to Glen Clark, Premier, Parliament 
Buildings, Victoria, V8V 1X4. Tell Glenwewantanother1000 
ha to protect the North Creek and Sigurd Creektrails. I have 
included portions of two articles to update FMCB C members 
on the protected area strategy negotiations for the lower 
mainland area. Mike Feller represented the FMCBC at the 
regional publicadvisory committee as part of the recreation 
sector and Bryan Evans represented the Canadian Parks and 
Wilderness Society as part of the conservation sector. 

BCMCMayNewsletter-byMichael Feller 
After frantic attempts to reach a consensus by the end of 
January, including an all-night session, the Regional Public 
Advisory Committee (RPAC), on the surface, appears to have 
shut down. Since early February there has been no attempt to 
quickly finalize the agreement and the B.C. government has 
recently told people that nothing will happen until after the 
election, so we are in limbo. 

From your editor's perspective this is not necessarily bad 
since the deal on the table was not particularly palatable and 
one in which recreation, particularly wilderness recreation, 
interests were treated as totally subservient to biological 
conservation interests. The upper Lillooet valley portion of 
theRandy Stoltmann wilderness and the Tantalus Range were 
the two biggest losers in that the most heavily used portions 
oftheseareas, i.e. theNorth Pebble-Salal creekvalleys and the 
Sigurd Creek valley and most of the forest below 600 m in the 
Tantalus area, respectively, were not included for protection. 
The delay may give us time to get some or all these areas 
included in a consensus agreement. In the meantime, any 
letters to, or discussionswith, local politicians overthese areas 
would greatly assist in attempts to protect them. 

AvalancheEchoes(AlpineClub VancouverSection)-byBryan 
Ev

After many deadline extensions, the Regional Protected Areas 
Public Advisory Committee is close to reaching a consensus 
on recommendations for new protected areas in the Lower 
Mainland. The "package" includes 24 proposed protected 
areas including four of the six remaining 

large 

intact valleys 
in south western B.C., significant additions of old-growth 
forest and wetland habitat, and many important recreational 
areas. We will exceed the regional target set by government 
of 13%andwill come in at closerto 14% with 138,000 hectares 

of new recommended protected areas. 

A few details need to be worked out but consensus agree-
ment has been reached on the following (areas are approxi-
mate): 
Upper Lillooet Valley (20,000 ha) all of the Upper Lillooet 
west of Salal Creek including ManateeMeadows. The road 
into the Upper Lillooet that was temporarily halted last fall 
will not go ahead. Clendenning/Elaho (32,000 has.) the entire 
Clendenning Valley, including Raccoon Pass. Also in-
cluded are the floodplain cedar and Douglas-fir forests 
extending south to the junction of the Sims and Elaho on the 
west side of the Elaho river. The park boundary extends 
north on the west side ofthe Elaho river to Elaho lake at about 
the 3,500 ft. level. Construction of the bridge and road into 
the Clendenning that began just before Christmas will not 
resume; an alternative bridge site will be found to cross the • 
Elaho north of the Clendenning valley. Mehatl Valley 
(23,000 ha) an intactvalley with important grizzlybear and 
spotted owl habitat adjacent to the Stein will be protected in 
its entirety.UpperBishop (20,000 ha) the headwaters ofthe 
Bishop River, south ofTsy'los(ChilkoLake)Park. Sockeye 
(6,000 ha) an intact valley adjacent to Birkenhead Lake 
Provincial Park will be protected in its entirety.Chilliwack 
(9,500 ha) a proposed protected area around Chilliwack Lake 
including Greendrop and Lindeman Lakes. 

Continued on page 10 

T:.e Best 
Selectiofi of 
Quali Jutdoor Gear 
Yade  & Service: focally 

Koa. 

EXAE>Q(ENc?E 
306 Victoria St Nelson 354-4441 
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Many management plans are on hold due to the Protected Areas Strategy. Ifyou wish more information on Master:Plans, contact 
thenumbers givenbelow. Fortoll free longdistance callingto Provincial government offices, call EnquiryBC at660-2421(Lower 
Mainland)or 1-800-663-7867. 

Although BC Parks decentralization has eliminated Regional Offices, for convenience sake, the following master plans are 
organized under the old regional names. 

A. SOUTH COAST (Planning Branch, North Vancouver- 924-2200) 

Cypress Provincial Park: The final draft master plan has been completed and is awaiting signature. 
Strathcona-Westmin: The management plan has been completed and approved. 
ManningPark, Skagit & Cascade Recreation Areas (Ras): The land use decision hasbeen made and the masterplanis being 
finalized. The Cascade and most ofthe Skagit (except for the Silver Daisy area, which will be available for mineral exploration) 
have been given park status. 
Maquinna (Hot Springs Cove): The review of the final plan by the First Nations is continuing. 
Newcastle Island: The master plan has been approved. 
Parkinson Creek: Parkinson Creek will be collapsed into the Juan de Fuca trail park. Signing has been postponed. 
Broughton Archipelago: An agreement with First Nations is still being worked on. 
Gordon Bay: The master plan has been signed off. 
Birkenhead Lake: The masterplan hasbeen reviewed. TheDistrictManagerhas postponed signinguntil the status of Sockeye 
Creek under the Protected Areas Strategy has been determined. 
Tod Inlet - Bowlland Range: The master plan has been completed and approved. 
Indian Arm: The master planning process is continuing. 

MANAGEMENTPLANS FORECOLOGICALRESERVES 

Robson Bight: The final plan is still being reviewed by the First Nations. 
Chelcleset Bay: The draft plan is beingfinalized. 
Haley Lake(reserve fortheVancouverlsland marmot): The masterplan hasbeen approved. 

Contact Mel Turner for further information on any of the above areas. 

B. NORTHERNBC (PlanningBranch,Prince George- 565-6270) 

Naikoon: Themasterplanisclosetocompletion. WorkonaMemorandumofUnderstanding(MOU)toaddressjointstewardship 
is still in process. Contact: Dan Adamson. 
Nisga'a: The master plan is expected to be signed off by mid May. 
Stikine "Country": Still on hold due to PAS commitments. 
Khutzeymateen: The master plan is on hold and an interim protection plan is still in place. A background document isbeing 
prepared. Contact: MikeMurtha (565-6348). 
Ts'il'os: The draft master plan is nearing completion and will be going out to the public by the end ofMay. Call Kris Kennett, 
Caribou office (3 98-4889) for further information or a copy of the plan. 
Tatshenshini and Kitlope: BC Parks has signed co-management agreements with theFirst Nations. A management planning 
process in association with the sub-regional planning is beginning for Big Creek and Itcha-Ilgachuz areas. 

C. SOUTHERNINTERIOR(PlanningBranch,Kamloops-851-3000) 

Management of new parks in the Kamloops and Kootenay areas are being addressed by interim Management Direction 
Statements. Background documents for the Stein, Bonaparte, and Fintry parks in the Kamloops area and Elk Lakes, Height of 

the Rockies and a number of other parks in the Kootenays are also being developed. 

C 


