CLOUDBURST

Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC Newsletter MARCH 1996
SPECIAL FEATURES:
Volunteer Profile: Ruth Masters FMCBC AGM

Safety and Education Crossword Puzzle Cypress Bowl Update




FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC PAGE 2

In This Issue...

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia FMBC Meeting Dates 2
(FMCBC) is the official sport-governing body for AGM Information/Registration 3
mountaineering in BC, representing the interests of Volunteer Profile: Ruth Masters 5
hiking, climbing and outdoor clubs in the province. The TrailsNews:
FMCBC is a non-profit organization addressing moun- Grouse Grind 6
tain conservation and access issues, promoting safety and Verified Volunteer 6
education through courses of instruction, building and A-A-T News 7

" maintaining hiking trails throughout BC. Logging in Squamish Forest District 7
Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual Safety and Education Committee 8
or group interested in non-mechanized outdoor activities Bulletin 10
and conservation concerns. Those interested in joining MinimumImpactRecreation 11
this non-profit organization have two options: Canada West Mountain School 13
Club membership: Please contact the office to receive a Cypress Bowl Update 14
free list of clubs that belong to the FMCBC. Island Perspectives 15 .
Individual Membership: Call the office at 737-3053 Last Word : 16

(Vancouver) with your VISA or MASTERCARD number
or send $25 with your name and address to: FMCBC
#336 - 1367 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9.

Recreation and Conservation Committee: Board of Directors:

Apr. 22, May 27 April 17, May 15, June 22 (AGM)
7:30pm. Call officefor location. Rm 336 at Sport BC.

Safety and Education Committee: LowerMainland Delegates' Meeting:
CallFMCBC office for next meeting 7pm,May 16

Trails Committee: ' Island Delegates' Meeting:
April22, June 10 (Rm336 at Sport BC). Contact office for information

7:30pm. Call officefor location.
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Annual General Meeting

HOSTED BY THE CALEDONIA RAMBLERS HIKING CLUB in PRINCE GEORGE, BC
19-22 JUNE 1996

THEME: 25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE FMCBC

June 16 (Sunday 6 pm) Mount Robson hike. Meet at the Mount Robson Visitor Centre on Highway 16.
June 17-19 (Mon-Wed) 3-day backpack around Mount Robson to Berg Lake, and beyond. Park Fees Apply.

June 19 (Wednesday)
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

June 20 (Thursday)
6:30 am - 8:00 am
Departure

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

9:00 pm - 10:00 pm

June 21 (Friday)

7:00 am - 8:00 am Dep.

7:00 am - Departure
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

June 22 (Saturday)
7:00 am - 8;00 am
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Reception and trip selection at the home of Doug Perkins, 547 North Quinn.
Those arriving later, contact Judith Robertson at 564-8887 to pick up registration packages.

Day Hikes - Choice of Strenuous, Moderate and Easy.

* Good boots and clothing suitable for the mountain environment are required for the
strenuous and moderate trips. Participants must sign a waiver of liability for all field trips.
Dinner at the campus of the College of New Caledonia. (Dinner served at 7 pm).

Guest Speaker: Local outdoorsman, Fred van der Post will present slides of his 680 km
solo snowshoe trek in the mountains of northern BC in 1982.

FMCBC Awards and socializing,

Day Hikes - Choice of Strenuous, Moderate and Easy. * See note, above.

Fang Cave. Hosted by the UNBC Caving Club, this is your opportunity to visit Canada’s
second largest underground room. Participants are limited to 6. Some technical parts.
Voyageur style canoe trip down the Nechako River. Trip includes lunch, and has a fee of
$12 to cover expenses. Life jackets are provided. Participants are limited to 8.

Slide Show: members of the Caledonia Ramblers will show slides of the mountains of
northern BC. Location to be announced.

Early morning walk through Prince George’s centennial project, “Forests for the World”.
FMCBC Annual General Meeting, Lecture Theatre #238, University of Northern BC.
Lunch and tour of the University of Northern BC.

FMCBC Directors Meeting.

BBQ hosted by the Caledonia Ramblers Hiking Club, Wilkins Regional Park.

NAMES TELEPHONE:
ADDRESS: POST CODE:
NUMBER OF PEOPLE TO BILLET: **  NUMBER FOR MOUNT ROBSON: NUMBER FOR FANG CAVE:
CLUB AFFILIATION: FEES: Thursday Dinner $22 per person X =3
** Please attach details of billeting requirements  Saturday Coffee & Lunch $ 7 per person X =8
or other special needs. Voyageur Canoe Trip $12 per person X =8
Please send form and cheque by June 1st 1996, payable to: TOTAL=%
The Caledonia Ramblers Hiking Club, Box 26, Station A, Prince George, BC, V2L 4R9. (Includes GST)

For information, contact Judith Robertson at 604-564-8887 or Doug Perkins at 604-563-030S.
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More on the AGM

‘We hope to see you in Prince George this June to help us celebrate 25 years of the Federation, This inexpensive holiday
opportunity can be had by taking only 3 days of vacation time plus the weekend. That will give you 3 full days in
Prince George, and 2 easy days for travel. Driving will give you the flexibility you will want while here, as well as
keeping your travel costs low. You may wish to carpool with other members of your club, but consider the logistics of
different billets and trip selections, as well as the comfort of the drive. For those who wish to take a full week and
include Mount Robson, we suggest that you go via Kamloops and meet your trip leader, George Evanoff, at the park on
Sunday evening. If you have any special needs while in Prince George such as dietary, or would prefer a hotel,
campground or college dormitory instead of a billet, please let us know in a note attached to your registration form. If
you wish to come a few days early and explore some local trails on your own, let us know and we will send you
information in advance. If you have any other questions, please call Judith or Doug at one of the numbers on the
registration form.

Trip selection for the day hikes can be done on the registration evening when you will have an opportunity to meet the
trip leaders and pick up your information package. All you have to do is find the house of our club President, Doug
Perkins. Head north through town on Central Street (Hwy 97) to the intersection with 5th Avenue. Turn left (west) on
5th Avenue for 700 meters, before turning right (north) onto Quinn (just before the second set of lights). Doug’s phone
number is 604-563-0305, and his street address is 547 North Quinn.

. Thursday Day Hikes:

Erg Mtn (strenuous) - 7,500 ft peak in the Cariboo Range cast of Prince George - one of our best hikes, but steep.
Pope Mtn, Fort St. James (moderate) - spectacular views of Stuart Lake - chance to visit the National Historic Park.
Eskers Provincial Park (easy) - miles of natural trails in rolling wooded country around eskers and small lakes.
Local Crags - rock climbing led by members of the new Prince George section of the Alpine Club of Canada.

| Friday Day Hikes:

Fang Mountain (strenuous) - hike in with the caving group; see Fang Cave from the outside, and continue on to the
scenic alpine bowl and peaks above.

Raven Lake/Grizzly Den Alpine Recreation Area (moderate/strenuous) - our most popular alpine area.

- Grand Canyon of the Fraser River (moderate) - low elevation walk; historic, scenic site.

Ferguson Lake / Huble Farm Historic Portage site / Teapot Mountain (easy) - a trilogy of places to fill a lazy day.

Other Events: FMCBC Dinner; two different and unforgettable slide presentations; voyageur canoe trip; cave trip;
local walks; birding opportunity with the PG Naturalists Club; UNBC tour, and the grand finale BBQ.

MOUNTAIN MAGIC LTD.
sunnyside Village

2393 King George Hwy.

South Surrey, BC. VAA 5A4

*The Outdoor Store That's In”

; ; Specializing in:

Hiking Boots, Sleeping Bags, Tents, Backpacks,

Outdoor Clothing, Accessories, & Much More!

Mall orders welcome. Tel: 535-5182
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Ruth Masters at age 75 has spent a lifetime of standing up for
parks, wilderness and wildlife. Ruth, a demure five feet, two inches, has
never been shy in her approach--she has told several people that "when
they go to log it, the first thing they’re going to have to cut in half is Ruth
Masters".

At the age of 13 in the summer of 1933, Ruth and her parents hiked
into Forbidden Plateau and stayed overnight at the new Mt. Becher hut
built by the Comox District Mountaineering Club (CDMC). The next
morning the family climbed up to the summit of Mt. Becher and were
entranced with the surrounding view of Comox Glacier and the mountain
range north to Mt. Alexandra. Ruth was hooked and soon afier joined the
CDMC and her first trip onto the Comox Glacier was in 1938. Herlove 5L
affair with the beauty of Comox Valley, Forbidden Plateau, and Strathcona |
Park began, and from this time on, a major focus of her energy was the
preservation of Island wilderness. In 1939, Ruth became the secretary of
the CDMC, and has been on the Executive Committee ever since. Today,
she is the longest surviving member and truly the heart and soul of the
club. She isloved and respected by all who live in the Comox Valley and
her volunteer work spans over half a century.

She is active in 20 different environmental groups and societies.
Her personal stationery has her logo “Standing Up For Parks, Wilderness
and Wildlife” embossed in large letters along the margins and at the top is
apicture of the Comox Valley and the Comox Glacier.

Ruth’s trail building and maintenance started in the 1930s and
continues today. Ruth has been involved in building the following trails: E 3
Price Creek to Cream Lake, Upper Puntledge, Comox Glacier, Century Sam, Photo Credit:
Upper Myra, Drabble Lakes, Capes and Idiens Lakes, Gem Lake, Forbush
Lake portage, Jack’s Augerpoint, and Boston Ridge Circuit, Marble meadows, PhillipsRidge, Elk River, Bedwell, and LadyFalls
trails. Thesetrails, if joined together, are 135 km long--an amazing feat of trail building!

Whenever there is an issue, whether it be parks, wilderness or wildlife, Ruth’s activist side comes to the forefront She
is regularly interviewed by the news media, and photos of Ruth waving her protest sign usually appear in the newspaper. Out
front in the blockade protesting the logging of Clayoquot Sound three summers ago, she waved a placard which read “FREE!
FOREST BUS TOURS TO JAIL”. Besides Clayoquot Sound, other blockades she has been involved in over the years are
Tsitka, Walbran, Parksville Flats, Strathcona Park, and most recently the MacDonald-Woodland.

Since the early 1950s, she has striven to preserve Strathcona Park as a wilderness park, defending it from those who .
logged, mined, burned, dammed, flooded, drilled, blasted, paved, littered, traded off, looted, and polluted. For 30 years, she
attended an endless procession of hearings, briefs, meetings, sent hundreds of letters and drove miles trying to reverse the
pillage. During that time she states that the Friends of Stratchcona were conned, swindled, brushed off and lied to. Mean-
while, the industrialization of Strathcona Park continued and in 1987, the park was opened to industry. The Friends of
Strathcona Park had had enough and set up a blockade. Once again, Ruth, along with hundreds of others, was in the frontlines.
Defying the court injunction, 64 protesters were arrested, loaded on buses and carted off to jail as Ruth played “O Canada,
Glorious and Free” on her harmonica. After months of trials the charges were dismissed, and as a result of the blockade action
by the Friends of Strathcona Park, the government appointed The Strathcona Park Advisory Committee to develop a master
plan with input from public and interested groups.

Over the years, Ruth has been responsible, on behalf of the CDMC, for getting 35 different Strathcona Park features
officially named on topographical maps. Ruth has also completed many community projects, such as producing displays for
the Courtenay and District Museum. One display, a 280 page book of pictures, news articles and historical notes of the history
of Forbidden Plateau, took Ruth five years to compile.

Ruth Masters has certainly left her mark and a legacy for all to enjoy now and in the future. Thank you Ruth, from the

Comox Valley, CDMC, and the FMCBC. We will again join you this year on the trails that you so love.

Lynn Thompson
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REBUILDING THE ERODED GROUSE GRIND TRAIL

By Don McPherson, Trails Commitee Volunteer

Running along the south side of the Grouse Mountain Gondola is the popular Grouse Grind Trail, one of the best
aerobic workouts in Vancouver. Hiking twelve years ago, I would not see anyone until I got to the top. In the month of June
95, by my reckoning, there was between 6,500 and 7,500 people going up and about 1,000-1,500 people going down.. The trail
is so badly eroded by hikers and racers that renovation is needed.

The FMCBC's Trails Committee is asking for volunteers to renovate the Grouse Grind Trail. Grouse Mountain Resorts,
who profits from the trail, is supplying the tools, equipment and skyride passes. The GVRD, the land owners, have given
permission and support to rebuild the main trail and major branches where both are heavily used. The project is creative, fun,
a good learning experience, and will contribute to the hiking community. If you would like to join us on Saturdays, please call
the FMCBCat 737-3053.

VERIFIED VOLUNTEER
By Jerry Lies, Chilliwack Outdoors Club

I experienced my very first helicopter flight last summer when I participated in a work party on the Pierce Lake Trail
(Chilliwack River Valley) sponsored by the Chilliwack Outdoor Club and the Ministry of Forests. I looked forward to the ride
for weeks, and was disappointed that it took a mere five minutes, and left me facing a full eight-hour day of trail maintenance.
What a trick Ifell for!

Truly, though, the day was incredibly engaging. I experienced pure satisfaction, and soul-filling happiness gently
washed over me as the day progressed. Our gung-ho party was tremendously productive, which inspired our club to adopt
the trail. It became clear to me why a person volunteers a day to trail maintenance and/or building.

With trail maintenance you slowly assess and gently shape the mountain, unlike just hiking a trail from point A to
elevated point B. You are touching, feeling, breathing and experiencing the moment and the environment in a truly intrinsic
way. The day persistently moves on and your beaded sweat drops and is absorbed into the mountain soil, strangely emulat-
ing the absorption of your person into the task at hand. Then there is the comraderie between your teammates. I say
teammates because that is what they are for the day. A group working together for a common goal, assisting each other and
planning together, cheering, suggesting, conversing and joking. Sure, thereisa point in the day you might wish you were
at home, but all you have to do is glance around and become re-inspired by the toiling about you.

Ifirst heard the following statement at a FMCBC trail building course, and I repeat it with frequency. "If a person uses
hiking trails s/he should feel a burning obligation to volunteer at least one day of the 365 day long year to some trail mainte-
nance". To do so will make you feel good about yourself. It will make you aware of what goes into making trails and it will
give you a special kinship to the trail and it just plainly will give you an enjoyable day. So next time someone in your club is
organizing a trail maintenance day, take a chance and volunteer; give back a little for all the use and enjoyment you’ve taken
fromthetrails.

UT TO-
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‘ﬁf arden & Turf mixes ﬁ/&lRIJ;SOu;\?ITNSof\T
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B\ +SAND & COMPOST MIXES WELLS GRAY PARK, B.C.
TOPSOIL LTD.  +| ABORATORY TESTED =2 cpmiionele DU

» Winter ski touring for all abilities
276-9522  CUSTOMBLENDING s Bammos Slrine hiking

¢ Great prices!

WELLS GRAY PARK CHALETS
Box 188B, Clearwater, B.C. VOE 1NO
Phone (604) 587-6444 Fax (604) 587-6446
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AtDecember 31, 1995, we had 48 adopted and 27
maintained trails for a total of 75 trails being looked after
by volunteer groups. The following list, arranged in
alphabetical order by adopter, is compiled from reports
submitted by volunteers. The FMCBC gratefully thanks
all those who volunteered time to maintain trails:

Banwell Group forkeeping the Baden-Powell Trail (Mt.
Seymour Road to Lynn Canyon) in good condition;

Burnaby South Secondary School fortwo trails:
First Brigade Trail and the Harrison/Lillooet Gold Rush
Trail (Heritage Trail);

Chilliwack Naturalists for the Centennial Trail (Tamahi
Bridge to Slesse Park);

Dan Leavens for LiumchenRidge and ChurchMtn.;

Doug White and friends for the Howe Sound Crest Trail
(West Lion to N. side of David Peak);

Friends of FlorafortheFloraLake Trail;

Golden AgeHiking Club forthe Baden-Powell Trail
(Deep Cove toMt. Seymour Rd.);

Halvor Lunden for work on Mt. Fromme, DillyDally, Eagle
Peak via SwanFalls, EagleRidge, Shannon Falls/Petgill
Lake, Deeks Bluffs, High Falls Creek, Mt. Gardner, Mt.
Strachan/Hollyburn, Elaine’s Trail, Suicide Bluffs;

Inlet Enterprises for the Shoreline Trail, Port Moody;
Island Mountain Ramblers for the ElkRiver Trail;

Lions Gate Hospital (Rehab. Department) for the Skyline
Trail (Hollyburn);

Nordic WRECS forthe Cambie Creek;

North Shore Hikers for several trails:
BethLake, DecksLake, Petgill Lake, Stawamus Squaw
and Mt. Gardner;

Outward Bound for Tenquille Lake;
Qutsetters for the Borden Ridge Trail; -

Valley Outdoors Association for Diez Vistasand Mt. St.
Benedict;

Valley Outdoors Association, Wednesday Group for
Vedder Mountain Ridge Trail;

West Vancouver Seniors Hikers for the Baden-Powell
Trail (Lawson Creek toFirst Lake);

‘West Vancouver Seniors Ramblers forthe Baden-Powell
Trail (Cleveland Dam to Lawson Creek).

The Federation thanks Mary Macaree for coordinating '
the A-A-T Program

Logging Plans in the
Squamish Forest District

By FMCBC Director Markus Kellerhals

The Squamish Forest District is a huge semi-
rectangular chunk of land, stretching from Squamish and
Harrison Lake at the southern corners to D’ Arcy and the
headwaters of the Lillooet River at the northeast and
northwest corners respectively. Garibaldi Park sits in the
middle of the region. Many of the prime recreation areas
used by Vancouver and Lower Mainland residents are in
the Squanrish Forest District. Most of the remaining
wilderness areas in the southern Coast Mountains are also
found in the Squamish Forest District.

About ten major logging companies, as well as a
host of smaller companies, operate in the District. On
February 27th in Squamish, all the companies, as well as
the Forest Service, presented their logging, access and
silvicultural plansfor the next five years. LisaBaile from
the BCMC and I attended the open house to get a picture
of which wilderness areas, trails and huts are threatened
by logging in the near future.

OQur first stop at the open house was a central
display with a small scale map showing all the planned
cutblocks over the whole district. This was a very
depressing sight as there were coloured dots (represent-
ing cutblocks) covering the entire map, including pro-
posed new park areas such as the Randy Stoltmann
Wilderness Area.

We moved on to the individual tables, where the
picture became clearer and at least in a few cases, less
depressing. Here are a few things to expect over the next
five years:

B On the main (NE) slopes of the Tantalus Range little
logging activity except continued heli-logging of
blowdown areas (can’t have those trees go to waste!)

B Petgill Lake - new clearcuts above the lake within the
next five years

B Roads and cutblocks in the heart of the Randy
Stoltmann Wilderness Area (Sims and Clendinning Creck,
Upper Elaho and Upper Lillooet Rivers)

B Major extensions of roads and logging in Salal and
North Creeks (right to the doorstep of the BCMC North
Creek cabin) on the Bridge Lillooet Divide (Randy
Stoltmann Wilderness Area)

B More logging at the base of Pebble Creek (Bridge-
Lillooet Divide), but no further extension of the roads into
upper valley

B Significant extension of roads and logging in Phelix
and Spetch Creeks in the Cayoosh and Cadwallader
Ranges

B No planned logging in Sockeye Creek (access
blocked by Birkenhead Lake Park)

Continued on page 9




FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC

PAGE 8

SAFETY AND EDUCATION CROSSWORDPUZZLE By Chris Mills, Safety and Education Chairperson

Test your safety knowledge! Send Answers to the FMCBC (336-1367 West Broadway, Vancouver, BC V6H 4A9) with your
name and address by May 1st. There will be a draw from all correctly completed entries — the winner will receive $50 gift
certificate fora Canada West Mountain School course.
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1. vitalliquid 34. often necessary bad 2. rappelin Germany 31. bandage layer

3. compass adjustment

8. snow slope packer

10. trouble bubble

11. modern crampon inventor
12. water-bornebugkiller

13. ursus horribilis

weather call

35. heavy dressing
38. rock stop

39. glaciertrap

40. avalanche lifesaver
42. Scottish avalanche

4. slope of avalanche
awareness

5. high pressure system

6.tummy troubler

7. elegant snow descent

9. conventional number

32. dressing for the environment
36. limb support

37. crampon wound

41. most dangerous avalance form
42, strong analgesic

43. man-made anchor

44, Bristish tie-in knot

14. safety body dog promoter of essentials
17. joint support 45. minimum safe number 15. skullcap 45. bad weather decison point
18. coastal winter wet of anchor points 16. higher and colder 47.araincloud

20. lower mainland
prevailingwind

24. Frenchkarabiner

25. hypothermia antidote
26. snow storm haven

27. cerebral altitude problem
30. French snow

33. banana nutrient

46. acold one brings wind
49. tie-in option

50. ultimate fallback

51. Frenchiceaxe

52. relief of fracture pain
53. colloquial term for piton
54. serious respiratory form
of AMS

19 first commercial sit
harness

21. hyporthermia relief

22. severe sting reaction
antidote

23. quick stop on snow
28.icethreat

29 choking suppressor

48.mild analgesic
51. step for safe snow descent
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B Extension of logging roads almost to Tenquille Lake
B Removal of the last operable old-growth from
Mamgquam Valley followed by retirement of spur roads
B No further logging on the approach to the VOC
Overseer Hut

B More logging in Olesen Creek (viewscape of the
Stawamus Chief)

B Logging roads to Fire Lake on the East side of
Garibaldi Park

B More high elevation logging in Furry Creek

B Noimmediate plans in Sigurd Creek

B TheHigh Falls Creek trail will be spared for the next
five years

B More logging in the uppermost valley of the
SquamishRiver

The ongoing Protected Areas Strategy may result
in a great deal of changes. Some of the areas mentioned
above may be set aside as parkland, rather than being
logged. Undoubtedly this will result in accelerated cutting
and increased pressure on other wild areas. The PAS,
flawed as it is, probably remains our best chance to create
any new parks in this region.

We certainly left the open house with a renewed
sense of urgency for saving a few remaining places in
southwestern BC. Even with the best of intentions from
the logging companies and the most careful logging
practices, intense logging throughout the area amounts to
an assault on our last wild places. Now more than ever we
must act to see a few areas set aside. Certainly there will
be economic costs associated with this, but nowhere near
as great as the forest industry would have us believe. The
costs of not acting will ultimately be much greater.

Cordillera

the newmagazine
about our mountain province
and its wild mountaineers

!

Are you missing the remarkable wild lives
in our many kinds of landscapes?
Join us in knowing the residents.

To subscribe, send a $20 cheque (payable to:
FBCN: Cordillera") plus your address to:
Cordillera Subscription Department
Box 473, Vemon, BC V1T 6M4

Cordillera is published by
The Federation of BC Naturalists

Internationally recognized professionals

dedicated to excellenceé in

BACK-COUNTRY FIRST AID
& SAFETY TRAINING

-

Vancouv

—

er area call: (604) 263'1 4 32

Toll-free: 1-800-298-9919

Curriculum designed by
Anna Christensen

Oone siirn

P P.O. Box 95050, Vancouver, BC V6P 6V5
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Yew Lake Trail: Change of Date for Opening

In the last edition of Cloudburst, we announced the
date for the opening of the Yew Lake Trail. At the request
of BC Parks staff, the date has been changed to coincide
with Parks Day. The ribbon cutting ceremony will now
take place on Tuesday, July 16th, with guided hikes for the
public being offered on Saturday July 20th. Persons
interested in leading a Sunday hike please contact the
FMCBC at 737-3053.

25th Anniversary of the FMCBC

This year is the twenty fifth anniversary of the
FMCBC! To commemorate the occasion, a special issue of
Cloudburst will be dedicated to the Federation: 25
years...the people...the places...the achievements.

It is YOU the members and volunteers of the
Federation that have formed its history and have accom-
plished the many achievements of the Federation. Share
your contribution to the history of the FMCBC for this
special edition. Please contact Alanaat 737-3053.

Informational Evening on the New Forest

Practices Code

You have read about the new Forest Practices
Code in the newspaper. Monday, May 27th is your
opportunity to find out in more detail about the new
regulations affecting forest management in BC. The
Recreation and Conservation Committee is sponsoring an
informational evening with Will Hortiff of Sierra Legal
Defence. To book your place, phone the FMCBC office at
737-3053. AdmissionisFREE.

FMCBC is going on the Internet

As this edition of Cloudburst is going to print, the
FMCBC is downloading its homepage onto the internet.
The address of the homepage, availalbe after April 1st, is
http://mindlink. bc.ca/fmcbe. Comments? e-mailus at
fmcbe@sport.be.ca

Golden Ears Park Needs Volunteers

Numerous blowdowns have occurred in the park
due to intense storm activity over the winter. Parks staff
have over 50 km of trails to clear and would appreciate
assistance from volunteers for the next three months.
Parks employees will operate the chainsaws and helpers
are needed to work on the cleanup. For more information,
interested volunteers should phone Jeff Such, Golden Ears
Park, 463-3513

Canada Life Walk for Wilderness
April 28,1996, 9:00to2:00PM For more informa-
tion, contact CPAWS-BCat 685-7445

Completing Southwest Park System in BC
FMCBC members should recently have received a
brochure entitled “Completing our Park system in South-

western British Columbia”, published by the Southwest
Wildlands Alliance (SWA). The SWA is a coalition of
recreation, environmental and naturalists groups dedi-
cated to preserving wilderness areas for conservation and
recreation in southwestern BC. The FMCBC is a member
of SWA and contributed two thousand dollars towards
the production of the brochures. It is vitally important to
preserve the remaining wilderness areas in the Southern
Coast Mountains while the opportunity to do so still
exists.

The fate of the areas discussed in the brochure is
currently being decided in meetings of the Regional Public
Advisory Committee (RPAC). Final recommendations
from the RPAC will go to Cabinetimminently. Regardless
of what the RPAC recommends, few of the areas listed in
the brochure will be preserved unless the government
feels that there is strong support for these areas. LET-
TERS ARE ESSENTIAL! Write to: Moe Sihota, Minister
ofthe Environment, Parliament Bldgs, VictoriaBC V8V 1X4
Fax(604)387-1356.

Cummins River Video Available

The FMCBC has a video on the Cummins River
Watershed developed by the East Kootenay Environmen-
tal Society. The fate of the Cummins River is currently
undecided. Call FMCBCat 737-3053 to borrow the video.

Powell River Parks and Wilderness Society
Third Annual Tour de Powell River

The third annual Tour de Powell River, sponsored
by PRPAWS, will take place from July 28 to August 3,
1996. The trek will begin at Sarah Point, following the
shores of Desolation Sound and continue in a southerly
direction, traversing mountains, lakeshores, salmon
streams and old growth forests to end at Fiddlehead Farm,
90 km later. The new Gwendoline Hills section of the
Sunshine Coast Trail will be included. Participants may
join or leave at any of the many access points along the
way. For more information and/or registration forms,
please contact PRPAWS at (604) 483-9565 or write to:
Box345,PowellRiver, BCV8A 5C2

Relocationof BCHydro Transmission Line

As indicated in the last Cloudburst, relocation work
on the Hydro right-of-way below the Smoke Bluffs will
begin in late February. Blasting is scheduled for the
month of March. Questions or concerns should be
addressed to J. Barry Wilkinson at 1-800-663-1377 or
locallyat 6234260

Pitch-In BC Week May 6-12
Cleanup Your World! To participate, call 473-6497

BanffInternational Mountain Photography
Competition

Toreceive an entry form or further information, call
(403)762-7504



