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The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia
(FMCBC) is the official sport-governing body for
mountaineering in BC, representing the interests of
hiking, climbing and outdoor clubs in the province. The
FMCBC is a non-profit organization addressing moun-
tain conservation and access issues, promoting safety and
education through courses of instruction, building and
maintaining hiking trails throughout BC.

Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual
or group interested in non-mechanized outdoor activities
and conservation concerns. Those interested in joining
this non-profit organization have two options:

Club membership: Please contact the office to receive a
free list of clubs that belong to the FMCBC.

Individual Membership: Call the office at 737-3053
(Vancouver) with your VISA or MASTERCARD number
or send $25 with your name and address to: FMCBC
#336 - 1367 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4A9.

25th Anniversay start on page
New Board of Directors
Presidents Report
Snowmobiles
LowerMainland PAS
WIN-BC

Volunteer Profile

Northern Perspective
Vancouver Island Perspective
CWMS

StikineRiver Update

Photo Contest

History of Grouse Grind
Bulletin

Club-NVRCOC

Safety and Education
AlexanderRatson Article
Letters to the Editor

For all meeting locations please contact FMCBC office at 737-3053.

Board of Directors:

October 16, November 20, December 18
LowerMainland Delegates' Meeting:
November21

Island Delegates' Meeting:

Contact office for information

Recreation and Conservation Committee;
October 7, November 4, December 2.
Safety and Education Committee:
Call FMCBC office for next meeting

. Trails Committee:
October 28
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1996 marks the Twenty fifth Anniversary of the Federation of Mountain Clubs of B.C. Founded in 1971, FMCBC was based ona
predecessor organization, the Mountain Access Committee. (*For a list of our founders see Then and Now page 6).

Today and for the past 25 years, much of the work of the FMCBC has been accomplished through its volunteer committees. The
achievements of the Recreation and Conservation, Trails, Safety and Education and many other sub committees often goes
unrecognized. This Anniversary edition of Cloudburst will highlight some of the history of the FMCBC through stories of the
accomplishments of FMCBC’s dedicated volunteer committee members.

The following three stories were researched and written by students in Langara’s journalism program and Capilano College’s
communication program. Many thanksto Sally Smith (Adopt A Trail), Sonya Trampus (Chilko Lake) and Tate Lillies (Protecting
our own Back Yards) for their talent and work in putting these stories together for Cloudburst. It was a delight to work with these
budding young professional journalists.

ySally Smi
HighupMt. Harrich near Squamish, the sun glints through the magnificent province, do they ever wonder who looks after
tall trees on a warm day in May. A winding trail leads the way the trails and how it’s done?
back down. Thecoolness ofthe shade is arelief afterfive hours
of hiking. Here the beauty of the forest is a stark contrast to Trails aren’t maintained through our tax dollars; the back-
the grey desolation of the old clear breaking work is done by volun-
cut we hiked through half an hour | teers -- long-time hikers who wish to

earlier. put something back into the trails
they have enjoyed for many years.

Suddenly the silence is broken by

the roaring of a motor. The smellof |
gasolinefillsthe mountain air. Two
trees aresuspended acrossthe trail, §
one on top of the other. Halvor |
Lunden makes two precise cuts in §

the top one with his chain saw,

gingerly pushing the broken trunk §

tothe ground. Then he cutsthrough

the second one, nimbly jumping |
away asitcrashesdown. Finallyhe }

tosses them both off the trail.

Lunden isdoing his annual mainte-

nance of the hiking trail. Watching -

Lunden makesitclear that with him
using achain sawthereisno danger

the restofthe tree could come crash- 3
ing down. With Lunden’s careful |

scrutiny this just never happens
“You're a surgeon with the chain

saw,” says his friend, Art Alexan- "

“Ido it for fun,” Lunden says, grin-
ning. At 81, the retired electrical
engineer takes care of 11 trails sin-
gle-handedly. He has been an avid
hiker here for decades, since he
moved from Norway in 1951. Re-
cently a trail by Buntzen Lake was
named after him for his work creat-
ingand maintaining trailsinthearea.

In 1987 the idea of adopting trails
cameto ahiker named Neil Grainger,
whowas a member ofthe Chilliwack
Outdoors Clubatthetime. Although
BC Parks and BC Forest Service
werebuilding the trails, they didn’t
have the budget for on-going up-
keep. Either dedicated people were
doing it anonymously or it wasn’t
getting done at all.

der. piiofo onodts Grainger wrote to newspapers and phoned a local radio

station asking for support for his idea. He was overwhelmed
Though B.C.ers take it for granted that they can hike on by the response. The station gave him $2,500and advertised
manicured trails among the mountains and forests of their a meeting for interested parties.

Continued on page 22
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~ TSYL-OSPARK

- BySonya Trampus

Bursting upwards above neighboring mountains in the
Chilcotin Range, Ts’yl-os, also known as Mount Tatlow,
showsoffits jagged, weather -beaten terrain descending into
softer, alpine meadows. It makes up part of Ts’yl-os Park, a
Class A Parkin British Columbia. Located 160 km south west
of Williams Lake in the Nemiah Valley, the park features the
snow-cone blue hues of the glacier-cooled Chilko Lake.

Ts’yl-os faced a long and arduous road to becoming a
provincial park. Along the way, however, the Federation of
Mountain Clubs of British Columbia (FMCBC) hadahand in
protecting the important stretch of natural landscape in the
ChilkoLakearea.

Although the Chilko Lake area was not designated as a
provincial parkuntil January of 1994, proposals to protect this
area surfaced in the early 1970s. A few years later decision-
making was stalled by declaring the area a Deferred Planning
Areaand thusexcluding itfrom the Provincial Forest. Through
the 1980s the government conducted studies for mineral
potential, finally deciding in 1990 to make it a high-priority
study inthe ParksPlan. Soin 1991 a ChilkoLake Study Team
formed todeal withthe area. Inall, theteam included 37 people
representing diverse groups such as miners, foresters, tourists,
locals, guide outfitters, and First Nations people.

Jay MacArthur, current co-chairman of the Recreation and
Conservation Committee of the FMCBChas beeninvolved in
the Chilko Lake area for several years. So when the Study
Team formed, he was involved as a representative of the
FMCBC and the Outdoor Recreation Councilof B.C. During
an intense two years, MacArthur said the team met once a
month in Williams Lake. He describes the meetings as “a
consensus based process” with everyone expressing their
group’s interests.

Though MacArthur says it worked out well in the end
because the final consensus was to protect the area, he does
admit there was some difficulty in coming up with the final
boundaries. The study team made compromises, such as
recommending 45,000 hectares in the east of the study area
be used for forestry and mining.

MacArthur explains that people of the Nemiah Valley Native
Band were concerned that the park would become
overdeveloped and attract too many visitors. However, the
study team recommended a Memorandum of Understanding
that would guarantee the involvement of the Nemiah People
in the establishment and the management of the park.. Mike
Harcourt, premier at the time of the designation of the park,
cited itasan example of “how acommunity cancome together
and resolve a long-standing land-use conflict”.

The unique features of the Chilko Lake area made it an
obvious site worth saving, indicated MacArthur.

“I think it was a general consensus to start with that the area
was special, and because it was such a special place it made
it a lot easier to convince everyone that it should be
protected,” said MacArthur.

“Special” is puttingit mildly. This 233,240 hectare parkisthe
sixthlargestinB.C. with its towering, icily-carved mountain
ranges, lakes, freshwaterlagoons, volcanic dyke formations,
rivers and glaciers the park’s views are overwhelming. You
can make your way through six biogeoclimatic zones from
Interior Douglas-fir and Coastal Western Hemlock, through
to Alpine Tundra and Sub-Boreal Pin Spruce. Dry grasses,
heathers, lichens and feathermosses dot the land.

B.C.’s third largest sockeye salmon run is found in Chilko
River and Lake with an average near two million sockeye a
year. Other wildlife finding refuge in Ts’yl-os Park are bald
eagles, grizzly bears, and California bighorn sheep.

Visitorstothe park can participate in a wide array of activities
such as hiking, horseback riding, outdoor adventure trips,
kayaking, windsurfing and fishing,

From the first proposals to the eventual serious study of a
potential park area, the process would not have worked
without the dedication of the people who saw the natural
valueoftheland around ChilkoLake. AccordingtoMacArthur,
it’s these people who are the hope of the future.

“We need people who are willing to adopt areas that they
want to get protected...” said MacArthur, “...Champions.”

Note from Editor: Ts-yl-os Parkis one of the many processes
to protect parks that FMCBC has been involved with over
the past 25 years. Want to know more? Visit our home page
at http://mindlink.bc.ca/fincbc.More recently FMCBC has
been involved in the Lower Mainland Protected Area
strategy. See article by Mike Feller on page 10.

FMCBC is looking for volunteers to sit on park planning
processes formore information phone FMCBC at 737-3053.

‘ﬁ\Garden & Turf mixes
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The yearwas 1971, and a group of people had already brought
together what would become the Federation of Mountain
Clubs of B.C. Now, twenty-fiveyears later, the FMCBCissstill
alive and strong. Although many achievements have been
realized through the Federationin its current formsince 1971,
Iwill not focus this short article on any of these. My curiosity
about the FMCBC haslied inits changes, and this article will
concentrate on the main goals of the Federation over the 25
years.

Since pretty much everybody in the province who has
interestsin outdooractivities hasbeen affected wither directly
or indirectly by the workings of the Federation, I thought it
would be interesting to see what direction the FMCBC has
taken since 1971. Hasits mandate changed over time, or has
it stayed the same? Whatdo the people in the Federation view
its role as today, and how is this different from the original
members’ visions of what the FMCBC was to become?

The year 1971 was not truly the beginning of the Federation,
as its predeceasing committee, the Mountain Access
Committee (MAC), had been around since the early 1960’s.
The FMCBC effectively took over where the MAC left off,
onlyunder the more formal attire of the Federation rather than
an ad-hoc, local committee as the MAC had been.

The access to mountain trails, and the maintenance of these
trails, as well as the coordination of outdoor training was the
main concern of the early FMCBC. According to Martin
Kafer, and original member, the Federation wasborn with the
goal of giving a stronger voice to people concerned with
access and outdoor recreational issues. In order for the
provincial government to listen, it was necessary to setup a
provincial organization as an “umbrella” to coordinate all
mountain clubs in the province. Many voices together are a
lot stronger than on regional voice, and as Don McLaurin,
another original member, putit. The provincial government
had money to put into an organized provincial Federation
...the switch therefore happened naturally through necessity.

Although twenty-five years have passed since the FMCBC
became incorporated, it becomes apparent that the same
issues remain important to the Federation, and that the same
ethical standards are present. The more I read about the
FMCBC, and the more I spoke to its former members, current
members and staff, itbecame clearthat a person’s involvement
in theFederation comesfrom their love of the outdoors. This
love has brought with itemotion and an unfaltering quest for
accessibility to our back country. We need a greater voice in
a world of the might corporation; without it we might lose a
lot of what we currently take for granted.

When beginning my examination of the Federation of
Mountain Clubs of B.C. T hoped to uncover some interesting
“dirt” fromits past; perhaps throw in some political squabbles
for good measure. I expected the history of the federation not
only to show some dramatic change, butalso for some of such
change to be questionable. What I found though was a
Federation thatis working for acommon goal. I’'m not saying
that there aren’t, or haven’t been any problems and/or
disagreements, allI’msaying is that I have found the important
issues; those of a love of the outdoors and the quest for
effective management of this ever-more endangered
“playground” we all enjoy so much, have been and still are
the foundation of the Federation. After all, the important
thing to remember is that we all love the trees and mountains
of our “Beautiful British Columbia”, and that by supporting
the Federation we are supporting what we love.

Note from Editor: Tate Lillies undertook a major reporton
the FMCBC for his communication program at Capilano
College. This article is a synthesis of his findings and
impression of the FMCBC after interviewing several past
and present directors.

Fabulous
mountain hiking

with expert guides. Luxury
private accommodation in our
new lodge. Massages,
hot springs, yoga
and delicious
energizing
meals.
6-night packages

Mountain Trek Fitness
Retreat & Health Spa
Box 1352,

Ainsworth Hot Springs, B.C. :
Canada, VOG 1A0 4
Ph/Fax: (604) 229-5636

1 800 661-5161 P
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THEN

OnMay 9th, 1971 at 8:00pm the Mountain Access Committee met at the Pacific Press Building. Present were F. Foster-Chair,
M. Wells-Secretary, F. Bauman-VOC, BCMC, W. Taylor-VOC, R. Naylor-ACC, S. Macek-VOC, B. Moss-BCMC, R. Beaty-VOC,
A. Carter-SFU.

At that meeting it was moved “that the constitution and by-laws being drafted should be for a society to be named‘Federation
of Mountain Clubs of B.C.".

NOW-MEET THE NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
By Markus Kellerhals, Vice-presidentof FMCBC

The Board can best represent your interest if we know what your interest are. So please don’t hesitate to contact any of the board
members or the executive director with suggestions, ideas or constructive criticisms. To facilitate feedback to the Board here is
a brief biography of the new Board of Directors.

This spring at the AGM in Prince George there were several new faces and a number of old stalwarts elected or re-elected to the

Board. The board now has a total of 13 members:

Pat Harrison is the new President of the FMCBC. He has
served on the board for three years, two of them as Vice
President. Pat has been active representing the board on a
number of fundraising and partnership type activities. Pat
owns a blueberry farm in the Fraser Valley and is also a
graduate student in the Department of Botany at UBC.
Andrea Agnoloni is a new addition to the board. He is an
accountant by trade and has agreed to act as treasurer for the
FMCBC. He is active in the North Van Rec Commission
Outdoor Club and also the North Shore Search and Rescue.
Thom Ward isthePast President of the FMC. Heis continuing
as the Regional Director for Vancouver Island.. Thom is a
member of the Island Mountain Ramblers and works as a
consultant as well as volunteering for several organizations.
Marilyn Noort has served onthe board for oneyear, assisting
inthe production of Cloudburst. Marilynis an active member
of the ACC - Vancouver Section and is also on the executive
of that club.

Leslie Bohm has been on the Board for four years. Leslie
represents the FMC at meeting of the Outdoor Recreation
Council. Leslieis also active with the Friends of Cypress. She
is amember of the ACC - Vancouver Section and the North
ShoreHikers.

Chris Rolfe has been on the Board for one year. He has
agreed to act as Secretary in the upcoming year. Chris also
looking into liability insurance for FMC members. Chris
works as a lawyer for the West Coast Environmental Law
Association.

Darlene Anderson has served on the Board for one year. She
hasbeenactive withthe Rec and Con Committee, particularly

with regard to skier/snowmobile conflicts. Darlene has a
background in resource management and land use issues.
Darleneisanactive memberofthe BCMC and the ACC-Island
Section.

Jim Craigisalongtime memberofthe Board. Heisaretired
lawyer and a member of the BCMC.

Dave Mitchell has been on the Board for two years as the
Regional Director from the Kootenays. Dave has also
represented the FMC on the provincial committee on skier-
snowmobile conflicts. Dave is a member of the Kootenay
Mountaineering Club and works for the Workers
Compensation Board.

Dave King has been on the board for one year as Regional
Director for the Northeast Region. Dave isa member (as well
as past president) of the Caledonia Ramblers. He works for
the Ministry of Environment, Lands & Parks.

James Rutter is a new addition to the board. He worked for
several years asExecutive Director for the FMC. Currently he
lives on Vancouver Island and works as a consultant
specializing in outdoor recreation issues.

Chris Mills hasbeen adirector for twoyears. Heisalsoalong
time volunteer for the Safety and Education Committee and
currently chairs that committee. Chris works as a mineral
industry consultant.

Markus Kellerhals has been on the board for one year
volunteering with the Rec and Con Committee and also as
Lower Mainland Regional Director. Markus is an active
member of the ACC - Vancouver Section as well asthe Varsity
Outdoor Club.

ALL the directors share a love of the outdoors and the desire to represent the interests of the mountaineering and hiking community
inB.C. To do so effectively we need the feedback, ideas, enthusiasm and support of all our members.
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Thanks toall thewonderful people of the Caledonia Ramblers
who made the 1996 AGM such a terrific success. Some 70
people participated in organizing this event which ran from
17 - 22 June. This event demonstrated the strength of the
Federation of Mountain Clubs and what can be achieved
through this organization.

Asbroughtforward atthe Special General Meeting in February
1995 and reemphasized at the AGM, accessand conservation
are the issues where the club members want the federation to
putitstime and energy. To this the current Board of Directers
is committed.

It was clear at the AGM that the issue on the mind of club
members was the arising conflict between recreational users,
in particular, conflict between mechanized and non-
mechanized users. I was also clear that club members want
the Federationto play a leadership role in thisissue rather that
a passive role. By the end of the meeting, the members
representing the clubs had determined an Action Plan to
follow (see article in this issue) and what role the Federation
was to play. This is as it should be. We on the Board of
Directors want your views on issues and how to proceed with
them. We also have a balancing act as there are diverse
opinions on issues both with the clubs themselves as well as
between clubs. We try our best to represent the consensus
of club members.

Communication with clubs is to be made a priority this year,
We hope to have an email address or fax numberfromat least
one member of each club’s executive in place by the end of
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P.O. Box 95050, Vancouver, BC V6P 6V5

Internationally recognized professionals
dedicated to excellence in

*  BACK-COUNTRY FIRST AID
S & SAFETY TRAINING

Vancouver area call: (604) 737'31 66

Toll-free: 1-800-298-9919

the year. Anyone wanting to add their email address or fax
number to thislist, please contact the Federation office. This
listing will be disseminated as quickly as possible to each
club. Sincecommunication is a two way street, itis essential
that wekeep each other informed; from the Board to the clubs,
the clubs to the Board, and club to club. Please feel free to
send your trip schedules and local issues to the Federation
office so that they can be incorporated in to Cloudburst.

Many thanks to Thom Ward for his service as President of
FMCBC these past two years. He has a keen interest in the
CORE process, Protected Areas Strategies, and the Forest
Renewal program which has greatly enriched the Board of
Directors meetings. Fortunately he is to continue on the
board as the Vancouver Island delegate as well as Past
President.

Jay MacArthur is leaving the board after years. As co-chair
of the Rec and Con committee, he has kept us fully informed
about Recreationand Conservationissues. We thank him for
his time give to the Federation. He will continue to serve the
Federation as co-chair of the Rec and Con Committee.

Many thanks toLinda Cossfor organizing the specifics of the
AGM business meeting. Many people mentioned to me that
they felt this was the best run business meeting ever. The
effect of this was that it allowed time to have full discussion
on critical issues.

Ilook forward to meeting many of you in the coming year and
trying to serve you as best as I can.

Curriculum designed by
Anna Christensen

Oure Chimin
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You are skiing up a logging road and a succession of noisy machines roars by you leaving the smell of two stroke exhaust hanging
in the winter air, or perhaps solitude on your favourite remote icefield is now shattered by the sound and sight of snowmobiles
zooming around, or maybe your favourite run through subalpine glades is often a frozen nightmare of snowmobile tracks. All of
these scenarios are becoming more frequent in the mountains and backcountry of BC.

Both snowmobiling and backcountry skiing have undergone explosive growth in the last decade. The numbers of people
participating in both sports has increased tenfold or more. At the same time forest roads have been pushed closer to the alpine
in many places allowing snowmobile access to many more areas. Snowmobile manufacturers are designing ever more powerful
machines, capable of accessing more difficult and distant locations.

Asaresultof the above factors, snowmobile useis increasingly conflicting with skier use and enjoyment of the backcountry. Most
backcountry skiers have little desire to ski withinsight or sound of snowmobilers and even the sight of tracks reduces the wilderness
experience for many people. Unfortunately it takes surprisingly few snowmabiles to “track up” an area or to fill a valley with noise.
If one regards wilderness as a commodity, it is fair to say that one snowmobiler “consumes” far more wilderness than one
backcountry skier.

As snowmobilers have accessed more and more remote areas, skiers have been displaced from their traditional “turf” and have had
to seek out other areas not yet spoiled by snowmobiles. One example of the displacement of skiers has occurred in the valley of
Brandywine Creek near Whistler. This valley was once one of the most popular ski destinations for Lower Mainland mountain
clubs. The valley provides easy access for day or multi-day trips to ski terrain of all degrees of difficulty, several mountain peaks
and the Varsity Outdoor Club’s Brew Mountain Hut. Skieruse in this valley always co-existed with a certain amount of snowmobile
traffic. Howeverin 1992 a commercial snowmobile operationbegan guiding large numbers of people in this valley. The area is now
so overrun by snowmobiles, particularly along the logging roads that skiing there has become unpleasant if not downright
dangerous. As a result skier visits have declined dramatically in the last few years.

Unfortunately, in many parts of the province, skiers are running out of snowmobile-free areas toretreat to. Inthe Squamish-Whistler-
Pemberton corridor, for instance, there are few areas, except in Garibaldi Park, that a ski tourer can visit without expecting to see
or hear snowmobilers. Even in Garibaldi Park, where snowmobiling is prohibited, snowmaobilers are sometimes encountered. In
fact, the BC Snowmobiling Federation is lobbying Parks to allow snowmobiling in the Garibaldi Park, soLower Mainland ski tourers
are at risk of losing one of their last snowmobile-free retreats.

TheForest Service, the agency that manages most Crown Land in BC, has the authority (under Section 105 of the Forest Practices
Code) to prohibit specific uses (such as snowmobiling) in designated areas. However, to date, the Forest Service seems to have
interpreted its “multiple-use” doctrine to mean “all uses, everywhere” and has been reluctant to regulate various forms of
backcountry recreation.

Recently, the government has shown signs of recognizing that all is not well in the backcountry. In May 1995 BC Lands formed
theProvincial Backcountry Skiing - Snowmobiling Committee (PBSSC) to examine the issue of skier-snowmobile conflicts. Much
of the impetus to form the committee stemmed from complaints of commercial backcountry ski operators who were increasingly losing
theirtraditional terrainto snowmobiles. Thecommittee consisted of representatives from FMCBC, BC Snowmobile Federation, BC
Heli-and Snow-cat Skiing Operators Association, and Backcountry Hutand Lodge Operators Association as well as representatives
fromthe relevant government agencies; Forest Service, BC Lands, BC Parks, and the Ministry of Small Businessand Tourism. Dave
Mitchell from the Kootenay Mountaineering Club represented the FMCBC on this committee.

The report produced by the committee is potentially important to backcountry skiers. First ofall, it is a recognition by government
that a problem does exist. The committee, while subscribing to the principle that “much of the backcountry” should be open to
all users, accepted the principle that snowmobiles and other motorized users do not belong in some areas. The committee also
detailed various legislative means by which backcountry access canbe controlled. These include the Forest Practices Code (Section
105), the Wildlife Act (Section 111), and the Land Act (Section 61). The report also recommends solving conflicts on a local
cooperative basis involving government agencies, skiers and snowmobilers. In some sense then, we are back to having to lobby
Forest Service District Offices with our concerns. However, nowwe atleast have an official piece of paper legitimizing our concerns.

In some parts of the province these local committees have already been formed and have designated snowmobile-free areas. In
most cases this has happened because of strong lobbying by commercial backcountry outfits. It may be that government agencies
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are more likely to take seriously complaints from commercial operators, or it may be that non-commercial backcountry users have
not yet complained loud enough, consistently enough and in great enough numbers to be taken seriously by land managers.

Atthelast AGM this issue of skier/snowmobile conflicts was given highest priority by club delegates and the general membership.
On a provincial level the Federation (in co-operation with other like-minded groups such as conservation and naturalist groups)
must lobby senior bureaucrats on this issue. At the district level the Federation and local clubs should lobby the Forest Service
and BC Lands to establish local committees to deal with skier/snowmobile conflicts. Also when park master plans come up for
discussion we must make sure our views are included. Yet another place where we can make our views felt is at land planning
processes such as LRMPs and LRUPs.

Atthe member cluband individual member level we must try toraise the profile of this issue by making itknownto the Forest Service,
BC Lands and Parks. If we don’t agitate on this issue it will never rise above the bureaucratic horizon and nothing will be done
aboutit. When you write please send the FMCBC a copy of your letter. Some points to include in your letter: your club’s history
of use of that area, present use of the area, the nature of the conflict, a comment or two on eroding wilderness values, and most
importantly of all, suggested solutions to the problem. A suggested solution could include setting up a local skier/snowmobile
committee, zoning a specific area for no snowmobile use, dividing an area between skiers and snowmobilers on a seasonal basis
or some other idea. Send your letters to the local Forest Service District Manager, Forest Service Recreation Officer, IAMC
(Interagency Management Committee) and to your MLA.

Aswell as copies of your letters the Federation would like to hear your comments on this issue. Please call, fax, write or e-mail us
with your views or suggestions.

ITISNOTUNREASONABLE TODEMAND SOME QUIET WINTER WILDERNESS IN“SUPERNATURALBC”!!

M VANCOUVER B CALGARY B TORONTO m OTTAWA

LET THE MOUNTAIN
MOVE YOU

WHEREVER ON EARTH YOU STRIVE TO GO,
MouNTAIN ‘EQuiPMENT Co-0OP
CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH THE GEAR.

WHETHER 1T’s CUMBING, CAMPING, CANOEING,
KAYAKING, HIKING, BICYCLE TOURING, OR SKIING.

YOU’LL FIND ALL YOU NEED AT LOW MEC PRICES.

DROP IN AND SEE US, OR,
FOR A FREE CATALOGUE MOUNTAIN

EQUIPMENT
CALL 1-800-663-2667 CO-OP

VANCOUVER STORE: 130 WEST BROADWAY - PHONE : 872-7858
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AND PROTECTED AREA STRAT E

\ ' ikeFeller, ACC-Vancouver Section and B C Mountmncermg Club

On the 14th of August, the report of the Lower Mainland
Region Public Advisory Committee (RPAC) on proposal
protected areas was delivered to the B.C. government. The
content of the report can be summarized as follows:

1) A total of 24 new areas are recommended for
protection. Of these, 12 are relatively small (approx. 1000
ha or less), and include Mt. Richardson (1070 ha) and
Brackendale (550 ha). The remaining 12 areasare Bishop
River (20,000 ha), Callaghan (2600 ha), CarenRange (2800
ha), Chilliwack - Greendrop (9500 ha), Clendenning (30,500
ha), Confederation Lake (2600 ha), Liumchen (2100 ha),
Mehall (24,300 ha), Nahatlatch Lakes (1900 ha), Sockeye
Creek (6100 ha), Tantalus (10,200 ha), and Upper Lillooet
(19,800 ha).

Thetotal area recommended for protection is 138,000 ha
which if protected, would result in a total area protected of
just under 14% for the Lower Mainland. This exceeded
the governments’ edict of 13%, but lumber industry
representatives were willing to accept a slightly higher
percentage since this would decrease the amount of land
to be protected to the north in the mid-coast region.

If protected, these areas would represent significant gains
for the FMCBC in the Chilliwack and Sechelt forest
districts. However, the gains are notably less in the
Squamish Forestry District where not one single
established trail or cabin outside would be protected, the
Randy Stoltmann wilderness area would be cut up with
only bits of it protected and the recreationally and
ecologically most important parts of the Tantalus area -
Sigurd Creek and the lower slopes above the Squamish
would not be protected. The BCMC would lose their
Sigurd and North Creek trails, logging would occur to
within a few hundred meters of their North Creek cabin, no
protection at all would be given to the Pemberton Icecap
and Lizzie Lake areas, and the highest use parks of the
Randy Stoltmann Wilderness - North, Boulder, and Salal
Creek valleys would all be logged. In the entire upper
Lillooet drainage, snowmobiles can be avoided in only
three valleys Miller, North, and Salal Creeks Roadingin
North and Salal Creeks would let snowmobiles into these
destroying wilderness ski touring values. The upper
Elaho and Meager Creek would be logged allowing
snowmobiles to access that portion of the Randy Stoltman
Wilderness. A recommendation in the RPAC report that
no special resource management zone be allowed
immediately adjacent to the proposed Clendenning area
would appear to prevent this area from being zoned for
non-motorized recreation only, further encouraging
snowmobiles into the Randy Stoltmann Wilderness.

2) The total area recommended for protection in the
Squamish district is much less than that of Garibladi park
and is mostly high elevation or unavailable (for logging)
forest. A social economic increase in protected areas
would cause only a 2.4% decrease in the regions annual
allowable cut (AAC). The Squamish district (Soo Timber
Supply Area) has recently had 2 cuts in its AAC. As of
January, 1996, when the Soo AAC was reduced, the
amount of wood being cut was much greater than that
required following 1992 reduction. These reductions
amount to in excess of 20 - 25% and are due primarily to
overcutting. Designation of new protected areas would
provide a convenient explanation for large cuts in the
AAC which skill have to happen.

3) The RPAC report commits those organizations that
signed the report to not seek any further additions or
alterations to the areas. These organizations agree that
the proposed protected areas complete the Protected
Areas Strategy within the Lower Mainland. Inview of the
valuable areas not proposed for protection in the
Squamish district, it would have been difficult for the
FMCBC to have signed the report. Fortunately, as
observers, we did not have to sign.

4) The RPAC report also calls for local land and resource
management plan (LRMP) processes to be conducted

in each of the 3 forest districts, beginning with the
Squamish and Chilliwack districts. These LRMP’s will
consider zoning within the region and will develop broad
management plans for the areas, but will not be able to
consider the creation of additional protected areas.

WHAT YOUSHOULD DO
-writea letter quickly, emphasizing the following:

1) There is not scientific justification or social justification
for setting aside only 12-14% of the region. The
ecological and recreational values of the most populated
part of the province and the intensity of use require a
much higher percentage of land be protected.

2) The RPAC recommendations represent only first step
inthe right direction.  All the areas recommend for
protection should be protected.

3) There is a major problem in the Squamish forest district
where wilderness recreation values have not been
adequately considered. No protection has been given to
any long-used hiking trail or cabin outside provincial
parks. Inparticular Sigurd Creek and North Creek valleys
should be protected, as should be Salal and Boulder Creek
valleys and the upper Elaho. This would then protect the



