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FOCUS ON ACCESS: MT. ARROWSMITH;
NORTH SHORE AND
HOWE SOUND - WHISTLER CORRIDOR

This edition of Cloudburst
focusses on access
issues and ftrails.

Our Members are
reporting more and more
gates and road closures
in all regions of the
Province, so we have
investigated some of
these problems and
suggested possible
solutions.
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Membership

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia (FMCBC) is
the official sport-governing body for mountaineering in BC, represent-
ing the interests of hiking, climbing and outdoor clubs in the province.
The FMCBC is a non-profit organization addressing mountain conser-
vation and access issues, promoting safety and education through
courses of instruction, building and maintaining hiking trails through-
out BC.

Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual or group
interested in non-mechanized outdoor activities and consetvatiot
concerns. Those interested in joining this non-profit organization have
two options: .
Club membership: Please contact the office to receive a free list of
clubs that belong to the FMCBC.

Individual Membership: Call the office at (604)-878-7007 (Vancou-
ver) with your VISA or MASTERCARD number or send $25 with your
name and address to:

FMCRBC, 47 West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V5Y 1PI.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

By Pat Harrison

In Memory:

A few weeks ago, a long-time Federation member was killed
by a grizzly bear. I had the pleasure of meeting George
Evanoff at the Prince George AGM hosted by the Caledonia
Ramblers. It appeared to me that he was well respected and
loved by most of the members who were in attendance.
Judging by the number of calls I have received regarding
his death, it appears that George was indeed well respected
in the mountaineering community. Please take time to read
Mike Nash’s article about George onpage 5. He surely will
be missed.

Many thanks are due:

No single person can run an organization that is as large and
diverse as the Fed. Its effectiveness is due to many
individuals pulling together. Sometimes we take these
individuals for granted.

One of the comments made at this year’s AGM was that
members of the Fed wanted to maintain our newsletter
“Cloudburst” and they wanted it to be more issue oriented.
We hope we have accomplished this goal in this edition.
Thanks to Chris Mills for the many hours put into learning
Adobe PageMaker. This issue seems to me to be one of the
sharpest and best organized that we have produced to date.
Chris has spent many hours producing this issue. He no
doubt has taken valuable time from his leisure hours. In
addition, Chris has spent hundreds of hours producing and
updating our website for the Fed. Chris has truly contributed
to the increase in communications between our members.
Last June, Brian Jones, Emma Russell, and Carole Lunny
were faced with the difficult task of continuing to run our
office while moving from Sport B.C. Building to our new
location at 47 West Broadway in Vancouver. They did a
magnificent job. It meant that many, many boxes had to be
packed, labeled, transported, and unpacked. Brian spent
many nights at the new office unpacking and painting the
walls. We have the above individuals to thank for a very
smooth transition. Peter Woodsworth also spent time
rebuilding some of our interior walls in the new office.
Thank you Peter. _

For twenty-six years, the Recreation and Conservation
Committee and the Trails Committee have been meeting on
a regular basis. Behind the success of these committees are
many dedicated Fed members. Roger Freeman, Jay
MacArthur, Mike Feller, Brian Woods, John Thompson, and
Markus Kellerhals have been a major backbone to this
committee. There are also many other contributors to this
committee. -
John Otava has been at the helm of the Trails Committce
for some time. There are many dedicated members on this
committee as well, Mary Macaree, Louise Irwin, Tricia
Lundh, Don McPherson, Gabriel Mazoret, Alex Wallace,
June Banwell, Fred Meurer and Chris Mills,

Chris Mills has written over 16 articles on safety. He is our
only standing member of the Education and Safety
Committee. His articles are always well written and
informative.

1 also thank the delegates who attend the regional meetings
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on a regular basis. These meetings are crucial to the Board
of Directors. These meetings give us regular input into the
issues that the clubs wish the Fed to take on.

Thanks to Richard Keltie and the Victoria Outdoor Club for
hosting the AGM last June. It was a very successful meeting.
[ wish to thank in advance, the North Shore Hikers for hosting
the upcoming AGM in June 1999,

I know | have passed over people deserving mention. If
you know of anyone who is.deserving of'a thank you, contact
Chris Mills or myself and we will make sure that they are
mentioned in the next issue of Cloudburst, The deadline for
the next issue is 28 February 1999.

The Reality of the 1990’s and the Challenge of the
Next Millenium for the FMCBC:

Since 1995, the FMCBC has had funds cut by the Provincial
Government. Atthe end of this fiscal year, we will no longer
receive funding from the Provincial Government (many
other recreation organizations also have been cut). The
amount of money the FMCBC received in 1990 from the
Provincial Government was approximately $110,000 per
annum in 1998 dollars. The $8 per member charge of 1990
would be worth $16 of purchasing power today. Currently
we charge $12 per member. That is another reduction in
operating budgets of approximately $16,000 or a total in
approximately $126,000 of annual operating monies we no
longer receive. Currently we only have $44,000 per annum
for operating funds. Can we continue to do what we are
accustomed to doing? No!

The Lower Mainland Delegates stated emphatically at their
last meeting (6 October 1998) that we should maintain an
Executive Director. In order to pay even areasonable salary
for an ED, we would have to receive an additional $10 from
each member.

We arc also facing an economic environment where
corporations are no longer giving donations to non-profits.
Linda Coss, our ED from 1994-1996, made a tremendous
effort to secure funding from corporations. Such donations
were not forthcoming.

Because of new casino rules, we are not allowed to
participate in casinos this year. The future of revenue from
casinos for non-profits and charity organizations is unclear.
The Provincial Government has indicated their desire for
more destination (non-charity) casinos.

With the reality of budget reductions, we have realigned the
FMCRBC office as follows:

CWMS and IWFA will continue to be operated on a self-
supporting basis. [f there are any surpluses, some of the
money will be banked to offset losses in the future (should
that ever occur) while some of the surplus will be used to
support the FMCBC. There will be a part-time manager to
run the schools and a full-time person to register people for
both schools. Brian Jones has requested that he no longer
be Operations Manager of the Federation as he feels he is
stretched too thin to cover all the bases of the Federation,
but to return as Manager for our two schools. Brian is
excellent at managing the climbing school and recent

indications show the school expanding in popularity. Emma




Russell has been active in the registering of students for the
two schools and will remain in this capacity.

There wili be an office person (three to five days per week
depending on our ability to pay} who will be dedicated
exclusively to FMCBC affairs. Carole Lunny will be
involved in the following:

1. Office operation and coordination.

2. Organizing agendas and meetings for the Board, Rec
and Con Commitiee, Education and Safety Committee,
Trails Committee, and club delegate meetings. This will
include some office assistance for these committees.

3. Promoting the activities of our member clubs.

4. Organizing articles for Cloudburst and recruitment of
advertising for Cloudburst.

Unfoertunately, the Board of Directors will have to carry
the burden of managing the Federation as was done in the
past although this should not be the role of directors. At
the last AGM Meeting in June and at the last Board of
Directors Meeting on 19 August 1998, a motion was passed
to scale down the scope of Federation activities. As land
use hearings wind down, the FMCBC must look at the issues
of the next millennium. Most delegates at the AGM felt
that'the next crucial issues will involve mostly user conflicts,
perhaps with groups we previously had alliances with. For
example, commercial backcountry recreational permits are
now being applied for. If these permits are granted, these
activities could have a tremendously negative impact on
FMCBC users.

Is there a positive side? Perhaps, We have survived and
we are still in the black financially. We continue to lobby
for the non-motorized, non-mechanized recreational user.
We still have a solid core of volunteers who put in numerous

hours working on behalf of the hikers and climbers of our
member clubs (and obviously for non-member hikers and
climbers). One of the bright spots is the prominent role that
the FMCBC is playing in promoting the National Hiking
Trail. Wealso have a spectacular website (with a spectacular
increase in use [500 hits per week]) and a well organized
Adopt-A-Trail database.

As Dave King mentioned at the August 1998 Board Meeting,
we must promote our member services to a wider sector of
B.C. Many of our members don’t even realize the number
of activities that the Fed is involved in - from lobbying for
the-Occupiers’ Liability Act to participating in the monthly
LRMP meetings in Lillooet to our involvement in the Park
Legacy process. None of the activities make the headlines
of local newspapers, but are very important in securing.access
fot hikers and climbers on Crown and private land. One of
our goals is to search out as many hiking and climbing clubs
as we can, and promote the advantages of belonging to a
federation of clubs with similar issues in a time when
recreational user groups will most likely be arguing over who
gets to use the land. Since the Provincial Government has
eliminated most of the recreational officers in the forest

districts and regions, it is ever more important to have the
FMCBC.

My only real concern for the future of the FMCBC is whether
there is any will left among the populace of B.C. to volunteer
for and fund an organization such as ours. This one area‘is
the single biggest unknown in the FMCBC’s future. By next
June, I will be unable to run as President (three-terin [imitation
by the bylaws). Who among you is willing to take on the
challenge of running the Federation? If the non motorized,
non-mechanized backcountry users are not willing to
volunteer some of their time and give more money to this
organization, then they will be the losers in the long run.
The only effective way to let the government know what we
want is through an effective organization such as ours.

I¥'s not just the length...
it's what you do with it.

AVALANCHE PROBES

Probe 320cm.
Proba 230cm,
TECH-Probe 240cm with anodized measurement markings.

Easton 7075 tubing.

Anodized aluminum hardware.
Nylon coated stainless cable.

-

avalanche probes  telemark binding  telemark accesories  tel: 604 924 9048
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GEORGE EVANOFF 1932-1998

by Mike Nash, Caledonia Ranblers

George Evanoff was well-liked and well-respected in
mountaineering and outdoor recreation circles in BC. He
was the Northern Regional Director of the FMCBC for
several years, and taught FMCBC sponsored avalanche
safety courses in the north. He died on October 24" 1998.

Although he hiked, climbed, and canoed all over the north,
George’s main outdoor interest was skiing. He was a patrol
leader with the Canadian Ski Patrol for many years, and
served as a director on the national board. As his children
grew up, his attention turned to the backcountry. He took
professional avalanche training, and soon became the main
avalanche resource person in central British Columbia. He
shared his knowledge through countless courses and field
trips over more than twenty years, and even found time from
his full time job as electrical coordinator for a petroleum
pipeline to do avalanche consulting and control work for
companies working in avalanche terrain.

In 1985 he built a backcountry ski operation called North
Rockies Ski Tours and ran it with his wife Lillian for 13
yeats. Twelve days befote he died, George and I hiked and
skied into this place. It turned out to be our last trip together
and George’s last visit to his lodge.

For the past ten years, George was actively involved in land
use planning. He fought to preserve high elevation habitat
for mountain caribou and grizzly bear, and he worked hard
to promote a number of protected areas in the Northern
Rocky Mountains, notably the Kakwa. He led several
Caledonia Ramblers hiking trips into the area; climbed
Mount Sir Alexander and Mount Ida, and this year led an
Alpine Club of Canada camp in the Kakwa.

There are so many things I could say about George. He
contributed untold numbers of hours to trail building both
in the mountains and in the City of Prince George. He
volunteered and instructed for the Prince George Search and
Rescue Group, members of which were involved in the
search for him. And he was responsible for the surge of
caving interest in the north with his discovery in 1981 of
Fang Cave in the McGregor Mountains.

To see a grizzly bear was always a highlight of George
Evanoff’s day and a reminder of the wilderness that we
still have in the mountains. On October 24™, he was
walking on the Bearpaw Ridge east of Prince George
when he was killed in a sudden encounter with a grizzly
bear,

We will miss George-immensely; but we can take joy in the
life that he lived in the mountains, and in everything that he
shared with us. George is survived by his wife Lillian, son
Craig, daughter Delia, and grandchiidren Dana and Talia.
In leu of flowers, George’s family has asked that any
donations be made to the Prince George Community
Foundation for the Heritage River Trails. Cheques can be
made payable to the Prince George Community
Foundation—re George Evanoff, PO Box 1204, Station A,
Prince George, BC, V2L 4V3.

FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC

Many thanks to all the volunteers who have helped out
the FMCBC and CWMS-over the past few months!

AGM:Richard Keltig, the Outdoor Club of Victoria and the
Vancouver Island section of the Alpihe Club of Canada for
doing an excellent job of organizing the FMCBC Annual
General Meeting and banguet in June,

Office move: Lea Ladbrook, past Sport BC Building
Administrator for her great support and help in making our
office transition smoother than it may have been; Alex
‘Wallace for all his help moving and “securing” our new
office; Lesley Bohm for her wall and ceiling painting
expertise; Pat Harrison for, among his many other tasks,
coming out and lifting boxes and furniture; Shane
Koscielniak for his time spent moving; Peter Woodsworth
for a thorough and detailed job of rebuilding the new facility
to the level that it could actually function as an office; Lisa
Baille for her much appreciated donation of a sofa; BC Parks
for offering up extra storage space for our trail building
equipment; Cheryl Leskiw for her persistent offers of more
furniture (sorry Cheryl, we only have so much space!); and,
Springfield Water for their donation of a water cooler and
service.

And, Coast Mt. Sports for ongoing support of our programs
and clubs; Blackcomb Mt. for continuing to provide lift
access to Garibaldi Park; and, of course, for all the other
members, instructors, directors, staff, volunteers, students

and people that have helped cut in many different ways:

THANKS - WE REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR
HELP!!!

=2 Y

To all Cloudburst recipients:

If you know of anyone whe is a paid-up Member of
the FMCBC who did not receive their issue of
Cloudburst, please call the FMCBC office. Our
mailing lists are as up-to-date as those supplied to
us by Member Clubs. Thanks for your assistance.
Also, we know that some of our records for Club.
Executives may be out of date. Again, please supply
the FMCBC office with up-to-date information.
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL FUND OF BC
Bringing Environmental Protection into the
Workplace

by Gordon White and Tony Webb, EFBC
Background

After three years of work and a steep leamning curve as
Canada’s first workplace fundraising federation for
environmental issues, the Environmental Fund of BC is
finally gaining a presence. This fall, the EFBC, which
includes the FMCBC and 11 other member organizations
(see list below), is running campaigns in several workplaces
including Mountain Equipment Co-op, Westcoast Energy
and the District of North Vancouver. These workplaces
should allow the EFBC to begin generating stable funding
for its member groups via pre-authorised automatic
deduction from donors’ paycheques.

From its inception, member groups, volunteers and funders
have understood that establishing the EFBC is a long-term
initiative. Fostering relationships with companies,
governments and unions requires securing the support of
numerous individuals within each of those organizations.
This time investment is well spent, however, in light of the
long-term benefits including a new market of donors
providing stable, core funding for BC’s censervation
community for yearsto come and a new, far-reaching avenue
for environmental education.

According to U.S. studies, an estimated 80 - 90% of
employees have never been contacted by an environmental
organization prior to the introduction of a workplace
campaign. Given the tens of thousands of individuals who
can be reached through workplace giving campaigns, the
potential rewards for the environment in terms of increased
funding and political support are considerable.

“Lunching on the Wild Side”

This innovative new lunch hour education program for
workplaces in the Lower Mainland was recently introduced
and has been well received. Westcoast Energy’s Earth Week
program this past June featured three Wild Side presentations,
which helped successfully introduce the EFBC to Westcoast
Energy employees. Lunching on the Wild Side will allow
the EFBC and its members to increase their profile and it
will also be a powerful tool for building relations with
targeted workplaces and demonstrating employee support
for environmental issues. Please contact the EFBC if you
would like to have your workplace host a Wild Side
presentation,

Volunteer Opportunities

The EFBC is looking for volunteers who want to develop
new skills, meet people and have fun. We will help you
identify rewarding and meaningful volunteer work by
matching your interests and skills with the EFBC’s needs.
Here are a few of our current volunteer openings:

» Field Trip Leader - Lead volunteer & donor trips on
behalf of EFBC. Field trips include hiking, backpacking,
rock climbing, ocean kayaking, and wildlife viewing,
Skills relevant to activity essential.

e Workplace Representative - Assist with an EFBC
campaign in your place of employment. Solid
organizational and interpersonal skills required.

e  Market Researcher - Develop and participate in surveys
of donors and volunteers. Research potential host
workplaces for EFBC and scientific reports. Good
research and communication skills necessary.

»  Promotional Writer - Help write EFBC’s marketing and
communications materials. Excellent writing skills
essential.

» Database Administrator - Maintain databases of donors
and potential host workplaces. Basic computer skills
and knowledge of database software required.

If you want to help in other ways, we have more openings.
‘The EFBC provides orientation, training and supervision to
support all of our volunteers and ensure your volunteer

experience is rewarding and fun.
EFBC Member Organizations

BC Environmental Network

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
Federation of BC Naturalists
Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC
Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society
Outdoor Recreation Council

Sierra Club of BC

Sierra Legal Defense Fund

Steelhead Society of BC

Wild Bird Trust of BC

Wildlife Rescue Association of BC
West Coast Environmental Law

Contacts

For further information contact:

e  Gordon White (Executive Director of EFBC) at the
EFBC office, tel: 682-3439, email:
efbc@unixg.ubc.ca, or

e Tony Webb (FMCBC’s rep) tel: 421-4239, email:
webb@unixg.ubc.ca

(am—

FMCBC WEBPAGE

You can find the FMCBC Webpage at

www.mountainclubs.be.ca

E-mail: FMCBC office at
fincbe@mountainclubs.be,ca
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CANADA WEST MOUNTAIN SCHOOL
By Brian Jones, Operations Manager

Sixteen years ago the Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC
began conducting a wide range of mountain-skills courses.
These courses were offered in addition to the Traditional
Mountaineering course that had been conducted by club
volunteers each spring for the ten years prior to that. When
the FMCBC delivered the first course in 1982, there were
virtually no other organizations or individuals offering formal
instruction in mountain skills training in Southwestern BC,
with the exception of Strathcona Park Lodge and Capilano
College. Currently, there are no fewer then 25 different
organizations that offer everything from basic backpacking
to technical rock climbing to outdoor-leadership training,
Clearly the market and the adventure tourism industry have
undergone dramatic changes in this time!

The FMCBC, through Canada West Mountain School, still
continues to provide the widest variety of courses to the
largest number of students in BC. Over 1,000 students
participated year-round in courses conducted by CWMS in

the 1997/98 season, and we are already on target for over
1,200 students this season. Our original mandate of
developing self-sufficiency amongst climbers and
mountaineers still guides CWMS to this day. Professional
instructors who are highly skilled in their area of expertise
teach every program that we offer and all course content is
updated regularly to ensure that current standards and
practices are being met. Our impressive safety record speaks
for itself, with the most serious injury to date being a lower-
leg fracture that occurred when a participant tripped on a
loose rock!

The changes that have occurred over these past years have
had a wide effect on all mountain skills programs, in addition
to recreational users. Changes in everything from safety
standards (when was the last time you saw someone using a
hip-belay while rock climbing in Squamish?), to
environmental practices (our maximum group size in the
backcountry is twelve people) and right up to land-use
management policies have all had an enormous impact on
how outdoor skills training programs are run in BC. Canada
West Mountain School has evolved, as has the whole industry
that has grown out of outdoor recreation. We have tried to
keep our programs-consistent with what is expected in the
industry while at the same time maintaining our own,
distinctive style.

The impact that the Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC
continues to have in educating all backcountry users on issues
of safety, access, travel and the environment is often
overlooked. The FMCBC’s training division, Canada West
Mountain School, plays a key role in our province as the
largest school offering affordable mountain-skills instruction
to the people of BC. Despite all the changes and the new
programs offered throughont BC, the FMCBC is still the
agency that most people look to for training, mountain-skills
related or otherwise.

FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC

Skills training
and

winter trips...

This winter a full range
of courses are once again
being offered through
Canada West Mountain
School.

Avalanche Safety, Snow
Camping, Emergency train-
ing, Base Camp Expedi-
tions, Snowboard Camp,
Ski Tours, Telemark
Clinic, Ice Climbing,
Private Guiding, custom
group programs.....

Canada West
Mountain School
can provide you with any
mountain related training
that you need, from one-
day to one-month pro-
grams.

Call our office to find
out more about our course
opportunities for

FMCBC Club Members
Email fmcbec@mountainclubs.be.ca
Lower Mainland (604) 878-7007
Toll Free 1-888-892-2266
Fax (604) 876-7047

The mountain safety experts
since 1982




RECREATION & CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

LILLOOET LRMP UPDATE - OCTOBER 1998

By Jay MacArthur and Markus Kellerhals,
Ree & Con Committee

Jay MacArthur and Markus Kellerhals continue to represent
the Federation at the Lillooet LRMP (Land and Resource
Management Plan) meetings. The LRMP table is supposed
to come up with recommendations for new protected areas
and other land use zonings in the Lillooet Forest District.
Included in this area is the proposed South Chilcotins
Provincial Park,

After almost two years of meetings we seem no closer to a
land-use plan than when we started. The forest sector
presented their proposal this summer. They propose to create
onilly a few new parks, including a tiny area around Spruce
Lake. The FMCBC has been developing a more reasonable
proposal with other recreation and conservation interests, It
will be presented at the October LRMP meeting.

The FMCBC's vision for the Lillooet Area would include a
large park protecting most of the South Chilcotins and several
smaller parks scattered through the Cayoosh, Bendaor,
Shulaps and Camelsfoot Ranges. Special management zones
would be used to manage issues such as conflicts between
skiers and snowmobilers, and also to manage areas of high
wildlife values not included in parks.

Western Canada Wilderness Committee recently produced
a broadsheet on the Lillooet area called “Rainshadow
Wilderness”. Get a hold of a copy to check out the great
descriptions and pictures of the area.

GARIBALDI PARK THREATENED
By Markus Kellerhals, Director

Most people believe that land in parks is protected forever
from industrial developments. Parks, we like to think, are
areas set aside for low impact wilderness recreation and for
conservation of important ecosystems. However, a look at
the history of provincial parks in BC shows that parks and
park boundaries are anything but permanent, And even areas
within provincial parks are not safe from inappropriate
developments.

The boundaries of Garibaldi Park have been adjusted several
times to accommodate the development of ski areas at
Whistler and Blackcomb, Most recently a chunk of the
Spearhead Range was removed from Garibaldi Park to
facilitate expansion of Blackcomb Ski Area. At the time it
was proposed to add several areas to Garibaldi Park to
compensate for this loss. In the end, the only area added
was a small piece of land around the Garibaldi Lake traithead.
Appatently it is very simple to remove areas from a park,
but very difficult to add new areas. For this reason we should
be very wary whenever we hear a proposal to “adjust” or
“rationalize” park boundaries. We should also be concerned
when a mega-development is proposed adjacent to a park,
How many years will pass before the developers want to
expand into-the park?

As Whistler and Blackcomb continue to expand, pressure is
likely to mount for further deletions from the park or for
expansion into the park. Will we eventually see lifts all
around the Spearhead Range? If that happens it would be
difficult to find compensating areas to be added to the park
since all the surrounding valieys are logged right to the park
boundaries

A more immediate threat to Garibaldi Park comes from the
proposed Brohm Ridge (ak.a. “Garibaldi At Squamish™)
ski development. Ifthis proposal goes ahead it would locate
a large ski village and ski lifts right against Garibaldi
Mountain near the popular Garibaldi Neve ski traverse,
Worse yet, the developer refuses to rule out expansion into
Garibaldi Park. A quick look at the map for this area shows
that the best ski terrain is located inside the park. If this
project goes ahead it seems almost inevitable that the
developers will want to expand into the park. Indeed the
promotional video for the project has mostly footage from
inside the park and very little footage of the actual Brohm
Ridge area.

The Brohm Ridge project is currently being reviewed by
the Environmental Assessment Office (EAQO). The draft
specifications from the EAO would have required a
commitment by the developers not to expand into Garibaldi
Park. That requirement (along with many other} was deleted
from the final specifications. The EAQ, instead of
performing an impartial assessment of the project, seems to
be marching to the tune of a government that is desperate to
attract investment to the province, regardless of the
environmental costs. More ski resorts may be part of BC's
economic future but we should not have to sacrifice our parks
to lure them here,

Where are we if even our oldest and most famous provincial
park is not safe from inappropriate development? [ believe
if we allow this sort of development to take place, none of
our provincial parks will be safe. It is essential that the
Federation, member clubs and member make their voices
heard on this issue.

Please write to the Premier and the Minister of Environment
to express concernt over this development beside Garibaldi
Park. Atthe very least the developers should have to commit
in writing that they have no intention to expand into the
park. If they are unwiiling to make this commitment the
project should not be allowed to proceed.

MORE REC & CON ON PAGE 22

CLOUDBURST - NOVEMBER 1998

i



EDUCATION & SAFETY

HYPOTHERMIA
By Chiris Mills, Chair Education & Safety Committee

Hypothermia, which has often been referred to as “expo-
sure” by outdoor writers, is a potential enemy of all who
participate in mountain activities. Its onset is basically the
result of the human body’s inability to meet its heating re-
quirements, when heat is lost faster than it can be produced
by metabolism of food, or stored energy. It is usually a fac-
tor in mountaineering accidents in all seasons, but becomes
increasingly significant with seasonally lower temperatures
and increased precipitation,

The body loses heat by conduction (sitting on a cold rock to
rest), convection (the chilling effect of wind), radiation (the
direct loss of heat to the air on a cold day}, and evaporation
(sweat from the skin and moisture in exhaled air). The body
gains heat directly from the environment if the temperature
is above about 25 °C (77 °F), from physical work.and from
shivering, while to protect against heat loss the body begins
to close. down circulation to the extremities (hands and feet).
When this body heat balance is disturbed by losses exceed-
ing gains hypothermia begins, with a fall in body tempera-
ture, whichi if untreated will eventoally lead to death.

A hiker or climber is usually conscious of the direct effects
of cold air and wind, but often less aware of the effects of
moisture. Water conducts heat from the body at about 25
times the rate of dry air, so that wet clothing from either
sweating or precipitation is often a forerunner of hypother-
mia. Careful choice of clothing that is both wind and water-
proof, and that allows layering of garments to avoid wetting
by sweat is extremely important. Fitness and adequate food
and liquid intake are also excellent preventative measures.
However the most important safety aspect of hypothermia
is the understanding that it can develop in adverse condi-
tions, and that treatment is.urgent.

The symptoms of hypothermia are not easy for most of us
to spot, but if you or-one of your party has cold extremities,
shows lethargy, shivers violently, or lacks coordination, it
is prudent to immediately seek shelter, replace the person’s
wet clothing with warm dry clothing, and give a hot drink
or easily digestible food. Lighting a fire is a'legitimate ac-
tivity. The aim should be to halt the progression of hypo-
thermia and restore the body’s heat balance, with all avail-
able means at your disposal (but not by the use of alcohol,
which increases blood flow to the extremities). Any other
action will be dictated by the seriousness of your situation.
Hypothermia progresses in three generally recognised stages
with different symptoms, degrees of seriousness, and treat-
ment protocols, and I would urge the reader to study Hypo-
thermia - Death by Exposure by Forgey, Medicine for Moun-
taineering by Wilkerson, and Hypothermia, Frostbite and
other Cold Injuries by Wilkerson and others.

As with all hazards of outdoor recreation, awareness, knowl-
edge and preparedness pay high dividends in the avoidance
of hypothermia. Please enjoy the winter safely and have a

great Christmas.
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WINTER BACK-PACKING

By John Sloan, Former Member,
Richmond Outdoors Ciub

{Editors' Note: This article was originally published in
Trail Tales, the newsletter of the Richmond Outdoors
Club, Volume X No. 4, November/December 1998)

Having checked your route on the map you have ready to
bring with you, you listen for the weather forecasts and get
ready for the day’s journey. Dress in layers, starting with
polyprop underwear and socks (stay away from cotton, as it
absorbs moisture and retains it. You want to keep the
moisture away from you and quick drying polyprop allows
this). Don your woollier outer garments and have ready a
ski mask, and toque in case the weather turns colder than
you expected

Your gloves should follow the same principle as your other
clothes, with a warm inner layer and a shell (Goretex if you
can) on the outside to keep out the snow or rain. it's also not
a bad idea to carry a spare set of inner gloves in your pack,
as the original pair will (despite your best-efforts) get wet
and it's best.to give yourself every chance of staying dry
and warm.

Of course, when you’re moving about, you'll heat up. You
may not need to wear a sweater while walking, but keep an
extra one handy for when you stop. Another useful feature
is if your outer jacket has ventilation zippers under the arm
pits. This will help rid you of the excess heat you build up
while walking, and when you stop, they can-be closed to
keep that warmth in where it now belongs.

Gaiters are good to keep the snow out of your boots, and
those boots you’re keeping the snow :out of are probably
leather and should be well treated with Sno-seal or the
equivalent before you go out. Goretex over-pants are good
to keep out the wind and wet.

Of course you're packing food and water for lunch, but make
sure to bring some extra provisions, just in case, and if you
can bring a thermos of hot water and an insulated cup to
drink it out of, you will be well served in replacing body
fiuids, while still maintaining your body temperature,

A ski-pole to help with climbing, coming down on slippery
slopes, and crossing water, is of good use. A small ready to
assemble snow-shovel, should be taken, especially in
mountainous areas, or if you get misplaced on your hiking
or run into weather and have need of a snow shelter. Bring
a candle or two and a protector for them along with matches
and a firestarter. It does get dark early in winter on the hills,
so John says to have a headlamp (with spare battery) to help
if such happens while you are out there.

Your eyes? Sunglasses to protect them from snow-glare, a
first-aid kit for the rest of your body and duct tape for almost
anything that needs to be put together or quickly repaired

John also recommends bringing space-blanket for cover or
sitting on as needed. And almost finally you should have a




pack large enough to carry all of this in it. Mountain
Equipment Co-op is a good place to find any of this gear.
The finally, that the “almost finally” hinted at is to keep a
spare change of clothes in the car for when you retumn. Get
rid of all the wet stuff you have on, change into something
dry and enjoy a more comfortable ride home,

We hope this is of help and we’d like to thank John for his

time in passing on his knowledge.

BUGS, DEET AND SAFETY
By Alex Wallace, Trails Conumittee

DEET is an effective insect repelling chemical that will
destroy many useful plastic items:

including tents, packs, ropes, sunglasses, cameras, jackets,
car interiors, seat belts, watches - you get the pictare. This
can be demonstrated by rubbing some DEET on your hands
and grasping a piece of flagging tape; which will rapidly
turn into colourful sticky goo. When DEET was first
developed the property that interested scientists was its
unequalled ability to be quickly absorbed through human
skin. It was tested for use as an alternative method of
delivering medication by bonding pharmaceuticals to the
DEET molecule. At some point in the testing it was
discovered that it repelled mosquitoes and this is how it has
come to be mass marketed. The fact that it is so rapidly
absorbed through the skin explains why you can taste it in
your mouth 15 minutes after rubbing it on your arms and
why it has to be re-applied regularly, Consumers Reports
noted in 1996 that it has been linked to the deaths of 6
children in the U.S. but found no conclusive evidence to
that date that there have been any adult deaths or serious
illnesses attributed to DEET, despite its common use. It is
also known that it is most effective at concentrations of 30%,
a fact ignored by some manufacturers.

I stopped using DEET when 1 experienced temporary
tendinitis in the backs of my hands while using it. I now use
acommercially available citronella product (Natrapel) which
is reasonably effective, and my 10 year old has been quite
happy using it. Tt does not appear to have any destructive
characteristics. Because it is derived from a plant it is possible
that some people could develop an allergy to citronella,
however this has not been reported to be a problem at this
point.

Two other methods for bug defence are mesh outfits that
keep bugs out, and mesh jackets impregnated with DEET
that don’t touch the skin. Most hikers can’t see hiking
dressed like beekeepers, but this is an alternative, particularly
for kids and in some buggy locations. Puffing DEET on a
mesh jacket, or even a cotton bandana is 2 compromise that
some people prefer. This is also a method of keeping ticks
away, by treating the area of your clothes at your ankles,
(providing that your socks, boots and pants are not of a
DEET-soluble material, such as nylon). Ticks are a problem
in many areas and Lyme disease is increasingly common in
B.C. having first appeared in the Fernie area 15 years ago.
There are now Lyme disease carrying ticks on the North
Shore, due to the fact that deer and mice are vectors for this
bacterium, Cloudburst will carry a full article on this complex
safety issue in a future issue.

In summary, DEET is highly effective as an insect repellant
but can destroy hindreds of dollars worth of gear quite

rapidly as well as representing a potential health hazard if
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used directly on the skin. It can be carried for emergency

.use, for example, as part of a first-aid package. Citronella

products are effective enough for most purposes. DEET is
quite effective as part of a defence against ticks, which,
although less obvious than mosquitoes or blackfly, can carry
Lyme Disease, a bacterial infection that can have devastating

health effects if not treated.

THE OUTDOOR RECREATION COUNCIL AGM
By Lesley Boltm, Director

The Annual General Meeting of the Outdoor Recreation
Council was held on June 6 at BCIT. Reports from the
Okanagan and from member CPAWS confirm widespread
user conflicts between mechanized and non-mechanized
recreationists. Okanagan LRMP negotiators are trying for
Special Management Zones in Crown Forest land (80% of
BC recreational lands). CPAWS would prefer ORC to be
totally non-mechanized, but government prefers a broad
based council as representative on LRMPs and consultative
committees, which are one of ORC’s major lobbying
responsibilities.

Dennis O’Gorman and Ken Farquharson gave views of
present BC Parks and past recreational campaigners,
showing that shortage of funds and bypassing of recreational
concerns by government agencies are an ongoing problem.
Reduction of Parks funding to 0.17% of budget is affecting
Marine Parks acquisitions, and ORC itself is in dire need of
contributions of money and volunteer time, The FMCBC
resolution asking Forestry to maintain its recreation planning
was passed.
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TRAILS

TRAILS COMMITTEE REPORT-
By Alex Wallace, Trails Comniittee

The trails committee is pleased to report that the successful
efforts of June Banwell and the Irrepressible Louise Irwin in
contacting every adopt-a-trail person {or group) in B.C. in
order to produce a new tratl maintenance inventory have been
followed up by John Otava’s epic job of putting this
information in spreadsheet form, This document also lists the
land agency as well as the last four years” work on the trail
and is being further developed by the commitiee. We will
have a copy available for review at the new storefront location.

Trail Maintenance: a Secret Obsession!!
Trail Work on the run.

Trail Work doesn’t always have to be a major construction
project: sometimes a little bit of preventive maintenance can
remove a nasty hazard and prevent erosion that might
otherwise take hours (or days) to repair:

1. Trip rocks: Otherwise known as “rocks”, Trip Rocks are
so called by rangers because park visitors trip over these loose
rocks, sprain or break their ankles and have to be airlified, or
in some cases laboriously carried, out of the bush. Infactitis
easy, and legal, to move these rocks off to the side of the trail.
This must seem like a silly or pointless task to the many people
who carefully step over each loose rock on a trail, but
remember that you may be the character wrecking your ankle
on that very same rock on the hike out at the end of the day.
Experience has shown that with suitable footwear this task
can be done with a flowing Fred Astaire-like motion which
allows you to keep up with your hiking partners and maintain
peaceful relations. Make sure that on switchbacks you are
not rolling the rocks down on the next group of hikers; it’s a
fact that falling rock is a major cause of fatalities in the
mountains, and a certain amount of this includes rock
“trundled” from above.

2. Blocked drains: If, like myself, you live in 2 house built in
the 1930’s, you may go hiking to get away from drain clearing
projects. Most trail users don’t pay much, or any, attention to
the drains or culverts built into the trail. However, particularly
if these are small diameter plastic pipe, these will likely need
regular ‘clearing. Twelve seconds spent in checking for
branches or other debris and pitching this out of sight can
prevent a trail section becoming a mud hole during the next
downpour, or washing away over titne into your local fish-
bearing stream. Note: clearing drains on atrail is not a felony.

3. Punji Sticks: This quaint name is the term used by many
rangets to describe the short, sharp stakes, usually ankle high,
that can emerge from trails. How does this vicious hazard
occur? When a new trail section is constructed usually it is
built without a gravel base: over time the normal use of the
trail results in the organic soil being hammered down or eroded
enough to reveal the bases of the brush or young trees that
were cut off during construction of the trail. With their tops
cut on a siant these firmly rooted stakes can imperceptibly
become wickedly dangerous for a hiker, or kid, stumbling on

FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC

to them (see item #1 above) or perhaps you may encounter
them at the end of the day when running out ol daviight. This
relatively comumon hazard can easily be removed in seconds
with a small bow saw. A small axe can be equally handy for
this job but it also can glance up from its target: | find a bow
saw easier to pack- and it really is difficult to cut your toes of f
with one.

4. Brush Clearing: Overgrown brush, often a minor nuisance
on a wet day, can sometimes result in major erosion on trails,
While this may seem unlikely it is a real problem, particularly
on the coast, As blueberry bushes, for example, grow up ata
good rate of speed during the summer they manage to stay
fairly upright. The snowpack then flattens the brush down,
and on slopes it gets pushed in a downslope direction, across
any hiking trails, Although it recovers to an extent in the spring
this effect over several seasons gradually eases hikers,
particularly in wet weather, to the very ‘outside’ edge of the
trail without even being aware of it. This wears down the
vulnerable part of the trail which may then need strenuous
repair work. A much better approach is to cut back the brush,
starting on the uphill side of a trail in order to encourage hikers
to use the cut bank side, where the eroding effect of hundreds
of Vibram soles has the effect of maintaining the trail, rather
than obliterating it. Cut the brush back as far as you can reach,
it will grow back. A light weight pair of loppers can come in
handy for this job, although hand held pruners will work well
(till your blisters show up).

Most agencies responsible for public land are unlikely to
object to minor trail maintenance, as outlined briefly in the
above examples, but we do not advise doing any trail altera-
tion or construction without first clearing it with the appro-
priate authorities. For example B.C. Parks welcomes adopt-
a-trail and other volunteer efforts by groups and individu-
als. However if you don’t tell them first you couid be fined
up to $200,000. [and they take away your shovel!]

CAPES AND IDIENS LAKE TRAIL
REHABILITATION

by Keith Seguin,
Comox District Mountaineering Club

After helicopter logging in the Comox Creek area, by
Timberwest Forest Ltd. in 1997, extensive work was required
to rehabilitate and relocate portions of this trail.

This work was carried out by Comox District
Mountaineering Club in conjunction with Timberwest. On
October 20, 1998, Timberwest chartered a helicopter (see
photograph below) and flew four C.D.M.C. members up to
the trail along with a crew of fallers. The fallers preceded
the C.D.M.C. members who cleared the logging slash
bucked-up by the fallers. Due to the large amount of logging
slash and the steep terrain, part of the trail had to be relocated.

The C.D.M.C. members returned o hike the lower portion




of the trail on October 27 and complete the job.

The original trails to Capes and Idiens Lakes, two beautiful
alpine lakes located outside the east boundary of Strathcona
Park , were built by C.D.M.C. in the early and mid sixties.

The trail head is located off of the Cruickshank Main logging
road, approximately 3 km up from the junction of the Comox
Lake Main, at a Timberwest log yard.

The trail starts behind a log pile and follows the original
route part way up an old, steep grade logging road, until it
comes out on an open bench overlooking the Cruickshank
River and Comox Creek. Instead of following the old logging
road at this point, and going up the east side of the slope, it
now continues straight ahead and contours, with several
switchbacks, up the south side of the slope, through a stand
of trees. The trail is well designated, with flagging tape and
a series of blue paint marks.

While the steep terrain presents an arduous backpack, with
an early start, it can be done as a good day hike.
(Approximately 5 hrs to ascend) Map no. 92F/1 1, Forbidden
Plateau, covers this area.

SALAL CREEK/ATHELNEY PASS TRAIL SURVEY
ROUTE

by Steve Grant, BCMC

Ever since mountaineers started travelling the high country
of the Bridge-Lillooet Divide northwest of Pemberton, and
the Bridge Glacier area, Salal Creek was just another obstacle
to be avoided or endured.

On a 1996 ski trip in the area, we found the Salal Creek
Valley to be uniquely suited to ski travel below tree-line
with its expanses of open, flat valley bottom. Later that
summer we were surprised to find the open areas were free
of vegetation, which meant a moderately long hiking route
could be created with a feasible amount of work.

The encroaching logging was silent during the summer of
1996 while the Protected Area process continued (and
ultimately failed to protect this part of the Stoltmann
Wilderness). We flagged a rough route and began clearing
it.

By summer’s end last year, the route was complete. The
forest was again quiet while the logging troops desperately
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battled in the Elaho Valley. In the meantime we had found
the shambles of a recent mining exploration camp, had bear
encounters, and been serenaded by a wolf pack. There was
also a well-preserved stretch of old trail we happily included
in the new route. Members of a BCMC hike into the valley
were impressed at the scenery, and helped cut bush and
bridge streams.

Late last year, logging roads were extended another | km
into the valley, but the area wasn’t logged. Having expected
this, it conveniently put the end of the road right where we
started the route. The road is presently water-barred. but
should be filled in when logging resumes.

This year, we’ll investigate joining the route to the logging
roads nearing McParlon Creek on the south side of Downton
Reservoir. The old mining cabin at Athelney Pass could be
refurbished as part of a cross-country route linking the cabins
in Pebble (Boulder) and North Creeks.

You can find a route description on the bivouac.com web
site. Several trips to the valley are on the BCMC trip
schedule, also found at the site. We have informed parties
who might be interested in publicizing or protecting the route
- with no success except for the Western Canada Wilderness
Committee mentioning it in their presentations.

Logging is planned to reach the heart of the valley within 3
years. The only hope is that the lumber market remains
depressed. This is highly regrettable given the importance
of the valley as a refuge and travel route for animals, an
historic human travel route, the poor timber quality, and the
unique and spectacular scenery. There is also the problem

that whenever an area becomes known for natural values,
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the “wreck-creationists” panic and rush in to log the place
into oblivion.

So now Salal Creek is open. Athelney Pass is 15 km and
800m elevation gain from the end of the road and can be
visited in a moderate weekend trip. Three days gives time
to reach one of the peaks. There are things to do ranging
from glacier travel to meadow wandering. 9000" Mount
Ethelweart rises above the pass and has seen very few
ascents. [cemaker and Guthrum are nearby. Ochre Peak and
the “Black Molar” are easy walks. There are ifiteresting lakes
and pumice meadows and a zillion marmots. The time to
visit is now, when the only tracks in the sand are your own,
and before it is spoiled by hunters, snowmobilers, heli-this-

and-thats, and, of course, the loggers.

MT. SLESSE TRAIL
By John S. Vandermeer, Valley Outdoor Association

Members of the Valley Outdoor Association have been
working for five years on a trail east of Mt. Slesse along
Nesakwatch Creek. The trail is called the “Mount Slesse
Memorial Trail”. It starts on an old loggingroad which has
been cleared by members of the V.0.A. Subsequently the
Chilliwack Forest Department had two bridges built across
two creeks, and the “Friends and Relatives of the Crash
Victims” built a monument facing a bow] underneath Mt,
Slesse. The hike to the monument is one hour and twenty
minutes

From the trail one has views of the spectacular mountains
all around. To the west the spires of Mt. Slesse, to the east
Mt. Rexford and the Illusion Peaks, and to the north a
panoramic view of the Cheam Range.

There are signs before one reaches the monument to respect
the memorial site and not to pick up any debris of the plane
crash. We expect all hikers and climbers to follow these
suggestions.

The trail continues past the monument until one comes to a
fork in the road. Take the turn to the right and follow it to an
old log loading platform. Turn left uphill through the
blueberry bushes to a ridge. Here turn left and follow the
trail and ribbons to the old glacier bed. There you will find
a propeller in a crevasse indicating the end of the hike. Our
trail provides easy access for climbers who will continue
from this point. Altitude gain from the beginning of the trail
to the cairn is about 1000 feet (300 metres). The trail has
been officially sponsored by the V.O.A.

ACCESS. From Vedder Crossing, follow the Chilliwack
River Road for 30.5 kilometres past a small Forestry
Campsite, then turn right across the bridge spanning the
Chilliwack River. After the crossing, take the turn to the
right and follow the logging road for one kilometre. You
will find the trail on the right hand side of the road.

We also flagged the beginning of the trail to Mount Rexford,
which had been obliterated by logging,
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WILDERNESS EDUCATION COMES TO THE
LOWER MAINLAND

By Lisa Baile

Dear John Clarke,

I'am a student at X-School. You gave a presentation at my
school. 1 liked all your slides, but my favorite ones were the
ones of the animals and the can the bear crushed, [ can’t
believe that bear crushed that can, | wouldn’t want to meet
that bear! I also liked the music you set the slide to. I
wouldn’t want to do some of the things you did, like staying
in a tent covered with snow or eating some of the food you
taiked about. 1 also wouldn’t want to pack so much, and
then have to walk for long distances to get to a food supply,
and find it gone because an animal got it, 1 also wouldn’t
want to get so dirty and then come back to civilization
looking weird. [ probably wouldn’t wantto go on a trip like
that, but I admire people who do.

Yours Truly, Kerry (Grade 7)

The above is a student’s letter, written in response to John
Clarke’s talk and slide presentation to an elementary school.

Most of you know John Clarke as BC’s best known
mountaineer, who has been exploring the coast ranges for
35 years and has made more first ascents than all of the
Federation Members’ combined efforts!

A few of you may also be aware that for the last four years
John has been focussing his efforts on conservation. With
the help of a few dedicated volunteers, he has developed
The Wilderness Education Program, providing the public —
especially youth — with lots of opportunities to find out more
about wilderness in BC, to experience it first hand, to talk to
each other, and to think about the future of our wild places.
Briefly, the Wilderness Education Program offers classroom-
based presentations in schools, field teips to local wilderness
areas, professional development workshops for teachers, and
family oriented week-end camping trips to the Squamish
wilderness areas. There has been an enthusiastic response
to the program from teachers, students and the general public,
and clearly the need for the program continues to grow.

Best of all, kids love John. He has given talks and slide
shows on his wilderness experiences for the past two years
to more than 12,000 students in the lower Mainland.
After’his presentations, kids crawl around in his tent, play
with his camping equipment (and the old tuna can full of
teeth marks from a hungry grizzly bear). For some urban
children, John’s presentations are the closest they have come
to wild natare. They ask tons of questions about wilderness
travel, equipment, conservation issues, glaciers, mountain
goats, old growth forests - and more!. Many of them are
motivated to draw or write about what they have seen and
learned. Forexample, see the photo [taken by John Clarke]
of Steve Shefield attempting to jump across “Jump-across
Creek” and the marvelous drawing done by an elementary
student in response to seeing this image. John obviously
never mentioned whether or fiot Steve ever arrived on the
other side of the creek, as the kid said “I wonder if he [Steve]
ever made it?”!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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ACCESS ISSUES: MT. ARROWSMITH

(Editors' Note: The FMCBC has fully endorsed the letter reprinted below, by Peter Rothermel of the Public
Access Resolution Committee to, the Regional District of Nanaimo and the Ministry of Environment, Lands and
Parlks)

PUBLIC ACCESS RESOLUTION COMMITTEE
C/o Peter Rothermel
PO Box 185 Qualicum Beach BC V9K 157
1 September 1998

To:  Regional District of Nanaimo, all Directors and all Plannets

The Mount Arrowsmith Massif has a long history of importance to out outdoor recreational community; being the only
casily accessible alpine area south of Strathcona Provincial Park. This area is the crown jewel of mid-Vancouver island,
used extensively by hikers, mountaineers, naturalists, rock & ice climbers, back country skiers and boarders, mountain
skills schools, youth groups, and others.

“It [Arrowsmith] Is the most popular training ground on Vancouver island and offers great potential for winter
‘Scottish’ conditions and reasonable access.” Bruce Fairley, A Guide to Climbing and Hiking in Southwestern B.C.,
1986.

“Arrowsmith...... must rank as the most popular mountain among the Vancouver Island climbing community™. Randy
Morse, Canada/The Mountains, 1980, -

There is a block of Crown Forest Reserve we would like to have protected. Within this block of land are the peaks of -
Mr. Arrowsmith and Mt. Cokely Also in this area are Hidden Lake and Fishtail Lake and numerous other lakes, ponds,
and tarns, all in a condition that has not changed for thousands of years.

With the advent of a downhill ski development in the current park area, the damming of Arrowsmith Lake and the
logging of Arrowsmith’s flanks, we would like to see this block of untouched Crown Forest Reserve turned into
protected wilderness parkland We, the public, as owners and stewards of this land, have a fiduciary duty to see it
protected. User maintained Type V trails are already in place and at this time no more need to be created. The only
improvements that might be done would be to sign the start of each trail and to properly flag each route.

“If the [large] parks are whittled, demoted, exploited, in the absence of any fool-proof guarantee of continuity and
preservation, we shall have little enough to enjoy in our time and a poor bequest to hand on to the millions of the future
who will look back on us as despoilers rather than stewards of nature’s irreplaceable treasures.” Victoria Times-
Colonist, May 15, 1965

This quote refers to logging, mining and damming in Strathcona Provincial Park, but the words of the past ring true
today in relation to the Mount Arrowsmith massif.

Our suggested course of action would be to hold a public forum with the various user groups, local citizens, Ministry of
Environment, Lands & Parks, Ministry of Forests, logging company landholders near this area, the RDN and the
RDAC, and to form an advisory committee from these groups. This committee would then formulate an overall park
plan, stating what the future use of this area would look like, develop a usage policy (i.c., no development, leave-no-
trace camping, no commercial activities except mountaineering or youth schools, etc.), and establish rules and
regulations (i.e., no motorized vehicles, fire ban, etc.).

Having public input into the decision- and policy-making process, from the very beginning, for a possible new park on
the Arrowsmith massif, is of paramount importance. We would appreciate your response by marl or at your earliest
convenience.

Sincerely, Peter Rothermel

c.c. Ministry of the Environment, Lands and Parks
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MOUNT ARROWSMITH
‘MASSIF

by Peter Rothermel, Public Access Resolution Committee

The First Nations People called this mountain "Kuth-Kah-
Chulth" which means, "that which has sharp pointed faces”. In
the mid-1800s the English named it Arrowsmith after two
cartographers, Aaron Arrowsmith and his nephew John.
The Arrowsmith massif has been attracting visitors since the
turn of the century. The first well-documented ascent of
Arrowsmith was in 1901 by Dr. James Fletcher, Canada’s first
Dominion Entomologist and Botanist, J.R. Anderson, Deputy
Minister of Agriculture, the Rev. G.W. Taylor, John Clutesi
(father of author and native elder George Clutesi of Port
Alberni), and Rob McKinley "This was a glorious trip of four
days, it is the highest mountain on Vancouver Island [as was
thought in those days]" (Lindsay Elms, Beyond Nootka, 1996)
In 1910, the CPR. built a tonrist chalet at the east end of
Cameron Lake and a pack trail was completed in 1912 from
the lake to an overnight hut at 4200 feet, for visitors to day
hike from and to reach Mt Cokely and further to Mt Arrowsmith
This trail, now. known as the Cameron Lake trail, is still very
popular to this day.
A 1912 Victoria Daily Colonist article states, "If one were to
go into the fastness of Vancouver Island and find a great deposit
of coal or ore, the discovery would be hailed as a real
achievement of tremendous benefit to this section of British
Columbia, and as another big addition to its assets. By the same
process of reasoning, when one considers the benefits accruing
from tourist travel, it will have to be admitted that the
‘discovery’ of Mt Arrowsmith is also a great achievement,
and that it will prove an asset of incalculable value™
The 1920s and 30s saw more ascents, by the Alpine Club of
Canada and others, most notably in June 1925 by the husband
and wife mountaineering team of Don and Phyllis Munday.
_"Phyl’s eyes shone as she handed me the binoculars and pointed
to a tall mountain nearly due north through a clond rift." They
had discovered the Waddington Range, which would make
them famous. Mount Arrowsmith was to hold a special place
in their hearts. (Don Munday, The Unknown Mountain, 1948)
In the 1940s and 50s, more cabins were built on the massif, the
most famous being the Rousseau Chalet, along with a trail
named after a Port Alberni mountaineer, Ralph Rousseau. This
area became a destination for hardy folks to go on winter ski
trips and for others, to enjoy the alpine beauty, Some of these
user-maintained cabins still exist today, used by yet other
generations of hikers and mountaineers.
The 60s saw logging toads pushed up the mountain flanks, and
access became easier. A volunteer group put in a small downhill
ski development.
In 1972,.607 hectares was sold, for a dollar, from MacMillan
Bloedel Ltd. to the Regional District of Alberi-Clayoquot
(RDAC). Since then various groups and companies have tried
their luck at starting downhill ski ventures, with no success.
In 1992, the Commission on Resources and Environment
(CORE) looked at making the Arrowsmith massif into a Class
A Provincial Park, but as there was already a small regional
park in place and the recreational area is above 1000-1200
meters, therefore containing little merchantable timber, it was
decided to use their 12% of land to allot to parks to more
threatened areas, a decision since regretted.
Since 1995. the Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN) has shown
some interest in turning this block of land into a protected area,
either a provincial or a regional park. In a recent conversation
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with Gilt Scott, a planner for B.C. Provincial Parks, about
the possibility of getting this block of land turned into a
provincial park, basically he said their “plate was full”
and that provincial park status could take a long time.
His recommendation was to aim for regional park status.
Presently Arrowsmith Ski and Park Ltd. holds the license
to occupy the existing regional park area. Over the past
year there has been an ongoing debate between the RDAC
and various user groups over the issue of restricted public
access. ASP plans on purring lifts up to Cokely peak,
and having as many as 48 groomed runs to service up to
4000 skiers per day. The RDAC has applied for an
extension of the Regional Park into this block of Crown
Forest Reserve.

In July 1998, plans were unveiled by Lyle Price of Port
Alberni for Lockwood Village, a proposed 950 hectare
residential resort that would house up to 5000 people on
the northeastern slopes of the Arrowsmith massif, on land
currently owned by Timber West Forest Products. The
proposal calls for a gondola. capable of transporting up
to 3000 people per day up to the 5400 foot level near the
top of Mount Cokely.

And for the future of this massif. Application is currently
being made to the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for biosphere
reserve status for Mount Arrowsmith and its watershed.
This permanent status wouid be used to promote ongoing
research and public education on the effects of human
activities on the natural environment. What will be our
message to the world on how we deal with this wilderness
area?

PRESENT ACCESS TO ARROWSMITH MASSIF

by Peter Rothermel, Public Access Resolution
Commiittee

1. Highway 4, at the east end of Cameron Lake accesses
the Cameron Lake trail, which in turn leads to the Lookout
Trail and the old E&N Trail. Both switchback up the
mountain inio the Regional Park for a nice day hike. Part
of this trail system is slated to be heli-logged in Octaber
1998 by Timber West, This is the most popular tourist
trail on this massif.

2. Highway 4, near the Alberni Summit (the Hump), via
logging roads, accesses several trails: the Judge’s Route
to Arrowsmith peak, a steep but non technical climb up
from the west, marked by a small cairn at the start of an
old logging toad spur; the Snow Gully Route to
Arrowsmith peak that starts from the last switchback and
leads through first growth forest, along a stream to a cirque
and a 50° couloir en nevé, a popular early spring climb;
the Saddle Route that starts from a hairpin tum and leads
to a col between Arrowsmith and Cokely peaks, for an
easy climb up Cokely or a more exposed climb up
Arrowsmith, the crux being an aréte called *The Nose™,
where many climbers are more comfortable rappelling
down with a rope; and the Rousseau Trail through old
forest and an alpine ridge that leads to Cokely peak and
some fun glissades down into the park.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20




ACCESS ISSUES:

NORTH SHORE AND

HOWE SOUND-WHISTLER CORRIDOR

CYPRESS PROVINCIAL PARK
By Lesley Bolim, Director

The accompanying photograph was taken in late August on
the south face of Mount Strachan - a road is being blasted
to the south peak from the existing road near the Peak Chair.

We were bushwhacking up the route for our proposed trail
up the southwest ridge of Strachan and we found ski trail
marker ribbon up the only passages through the cliff bands.
No trees are scheduled to be cut until next year at least, and
the restaurant is not due to start until next year. Qld growth
trees have been cut near the cross-country parking lot to
provide pay “snowplay™ areas to finance the two restaurants

- one on Mount Strachan and one at the cross-country area.

EAGLE RIDGE
by Pat Harrison, President

Several of our members have expressed concern over the
closure of Eagle Ridge portion of the Baden Powell Trail,
I contacted Bill McCuaig, Community Forester for the
Municipality of West Vancouver. He informed me that the
access belonged to British Pacific Properties Corporation.
When the fire danger reached very high, British Pacific
Properties became concerned about the high risk of fire
and were concerned about hiker safety and safety to their
property. After the first substantial rain, British Properties
reopened the gate to the Baden Powell trail.

In the future, BPP apparently plans to develop most of their
property in West Vancouver. The current community plan
limits development to 400 metres above sea level. However,
BPP land extends to the Skyline Trail and in some areas
approaches the 750 metre mark, It is in the Federation of
Mountain Clubs’ best interest to open dialogue with British
Properties right away on the access issue. We plan on doing
this.
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LIONS BAY
by Pat Harrison, President

One of the access issues that has surfaced this past year is
the access to Brunswick Mountain Trail and the New Lions
Trail at the north end of the residential area of the Village of
Lions Bay. It has béen unclear whether the issue about access
is one of health or one of parking. 1 decided that the best
approach would be to approach the Mayor of Lions Bay.
Brenda Broughton graciously offered me a telephone
interview on 8 October.

Ms. Broughton stated that there were really three issues on
access as if relates to hikers.

The first issue relates to health concerns. As the watershed
supplies 1800 residents, it is crucial that hikers be awaré of
where they “go” when hiking in the Lions Bay area. In
addition, hikers with dogs must be responsible for them as
well. Hikers must be mindful of their sanitation on any slope
that might drain into the two main drainages, Magnesia and
Harvey, that supply Lions Bay.

A second issue occurs during the late summer when the high
fire Season occurs. The danger of a fire that might be started
by hikers is a real concern to the residents of Lions Bay. Ifa
fire occurs in the watershed, then the use of fire retardant
would be necessary. The use of retardant would contaminate
the only water source to this village. In 1994 the Village of
Lions Bay requested the Ministry of Forestry’ close the

¥ fireshed (which they did) because of the high fire danger.

The third problem arises from the parking (or lack of it) at
the trail head in the north residéntial area of Lions Bay. The
area is signed-and those choosing not to follow the signage
will pay $80 if their vehicle is towed. The vehicles are towed
to the North Shore area which adds to the burden. On this
issue, Ms. Broughton indicated that there is overflow parking
available at a nearby school. I asked her if there was a sign
at the trailhead indicating this. She indicated there was not.
I suggested to her that the Federation of Mountain Clubs
and the Village of Lions Bay jointly sign the trailhead
indicating where the overflow parking is. She asked me to
forward that suggestion to the village council and I have
done so. The village council will review our suggestion at
its next council meeting in November

The village council appears to be divided on the above issues.
It seems to me that the Federation of Mountain Clubs should
take am active and positive role in making sure that the access
to hiking trails is not denied. If you have positive suggestions
that the Federation of Mountain Clubs can forward to the
village council, please write me at the Federation office or
email me at hike@unixg.ubc.ca. I would appreciate your
comments.
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THE BRITANNIA CREEK"'VALLEY AND SKY
PILOT

By Cliris Mills, Vice President

The Britannia Creek valley is located approximately 50 km
north of Vancouver (NTS map 92G/11), and runs almost
10 km due east from Howe Sound, at the community of
Britannia Beach, to its headwaters below Mount Sheer
(1680 m). It is the valley between that of Shannon Creek to
the north, from which it is separated by Goat Ridge (1770
m) and Sky Pilot Mountain (2025 m), and Furry Creek to
the south, The area and its access are well described by
Fairley in A Guide to Climbing and Hiking in Southwestern
British Columbia. The valley was the site of an economically
imiportant copper mine from 1902 to 1974, and most of the
mine employees lived in the former “town” of Mount Sheer,
about 5 km inland from Britannia Beach. There were once
anumber of well-used hiking trails from this point into the
upper valley, and the BCMC owns and maintains a small
cabin at Mountain Lake at about 1460 m above sea level on
the Britannia Creek-Furry Creek divide.

Hiker and climber access to this area is currently
problematic, as both the Sky Pilet Group and the alpine
area between Mount Sheer, Red Mountain and Ben Lomond
are a long way from the Squamish Highway. There is a
steep and unpaved road (4WD) between Britannia Beach
and the old townsite, but this is always double gated with
keys unavailable to recreational users, and there is also a
new logging road (2WD) from the Squamish Highway that
connects with a part of the old mine road system (also always
gated with keys unavailable). There is a logging road on
the north side of Furry Creek that has been used by members
of the BCMC to-access their cabin, but if (usually the case)
this is gated, then this route becomes a very long approach.
Access to the north side of Sky Pilot has been seriously
affected by the closure of the Shannon Creek logging road.
While any of these logging roads can be hiked by energetic
determined parties, it is likely that most hikers and climbers
will choose a different destination rather than endure these
approaches.

Access to the Britannia Creek valley is complicated by land,
mineral rights, and titber cutting rights ownership, and by
environmental liability and public safety issues.
Government agencies involved include the BC Ministries
of Environment, Mines and Forests, and Environment
Canada. Most of the land at Britannia Beach and the former
Mount Sheer townsite is currently owned by Copper Beach
Estates Ltd.

One solution to the access issue that has been proposed is
the creation of a Provincial Park in the upper Britannia Creek
valley, and the maintenance of road access to the former
Mount Sheer townsite by a government agency. Another is
the construction of a commercial wilderness recreation
centre at the townsite, with commercial maintenance of road
access. Members of the FMCBC should consider whether
access to this area is important to them, and if so then what
type of access they would prefer to have in the future.

If you would like to know more about the environmental
issues associated with the.Britannia Valley and the former
Britannia Mine, please visit my professional web site.at

http://www.enviromine.com/ard and choose Case Studies
- The Former Britannia Mine.
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SINGING PASS
by Pat Harrison, President

Over a year ago the road to Singing Pass was closed by the
Municipality of Whistler at the request of BC Parks after a
portion of a mountain along the road sloughed considerably.
Members of the Federation of Mountain Clubs are asking
what the status of the Singing Pass road is.

I approached Hugh Ackroid, BC Parks person responsible
for Garibaldi Park operations. He stated that in the name of
safety, BC Parks requested the Municipality of Whistler close
the gate to the road at the water towers on Whistler’s ski
siope. The closure only applies to cars, not pedestrians,
according to Hugh. However, the Municipality of Whistler
views it as a closure to both cars and pedestrians, according
to engineer Paul Bencharski. I have asked BC Parks to clarify
the situation with the Municipality of Whistler.

Hugh said there are no plans at the moment to repair the
road as the BC Parks budget has been reduced significantly
and such projects are not within their realm, Unfortunately,
this makes the return trip to Singing Pass eight kilomeires
longer

On the issue of the formation of Blackcomb Glacier
Provincial Park, Hugh Ackroid stated that it was formed as
result of high recreational use on Blackcomb Mountain that
was iniconsistent with the state mandate of thee Master Plan
of Garibaldi Park. In the 1990 Master Plan Review Process,
it was decided that a separate park be formed. As

compensation for its removal from Garibaldi Park, Hugh

stated that some Crown Land was added to Garibaldi Park.

I asked Hugh why the Conservancy Area was moved from
the west side of the Garibaldi Park to the east side. He stated
that the move occurred after the Master Plan for Garibaldi
Park was reviewed in 1990. He stated that the Conservancy
Area on the west was inconsistent with the stated goals of a
conservancy area because of the number of trails and the
resulting high'recreational use.

Mt. Seymour Park
by Peter Woodsworth, Director

At a recent Lower Mainland Delegates meeting, some
concerns were raised regarding Mt. Seymour Provincial
Park. I contacted Larry Syroishko, manager of BC Parks in
the lower-mainland. Here are his comments regarding our
CONCErns;

1, Isthere going to be better access for cross country skiers
trying to get to and returning from the backcountry?
BC Parks is currently trying to negotiate with the
licencee a downhill corridor for backcountry winter
users.

2. What process was utilized when the ski tower was
moved into approximately one-third of Lac Lemonde
at the upper parking lot area? An environmental
assessment was requested and performed before the ski

tower was moved.

3. Are backcountry cross co;mtry skiers denied access to
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the upper parking lot during winter? It is possible that during peak downhill skier use that non-downbhili skiers users
will be asked to use other parking lots other than the upper parking lot. The upper parking lot is licensed to the licencee
for the period 1 November to May 31.
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CLUB NEWS

VALLEY OUTDOOR ASSOCIATION
CELEBRATES ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

by Carol Monaghan, VOA

An invitation was issued to members past and present to
celebrate V.0.A.’s 25th Anniversary on QOctober 3, 1998,
at Fernridge Hall in Langley.

Cathy Johansen and her committee planned an evening filled
with fun and good foed, and lots of time for reminiscing
and renewing acquaintances. One of the special events was
an auction with V.O.A. President Orvel MacDonald
presiding in his inimitable style as auctioneer. Rene Savenye
has been putting together slide shows for the Club since
1974, so it was appropriate that he present slides covering
the highlights of V.0.A.’s 25 years.

Another feature of the evening was “the cake”. Anne
Savenye has decorated the cakes for the past special
anniversaries of the Club, and each design has been superb,

and she outdid herself again for this anniversary.

A commemorative book celebrating V.0.A.’s 25 years of
hiking, biking, canoeing, skiing, snowshoeing and natural
history trips was put together by Carol Monaghan and her
committee. The idea for the book came from Club founder,
CIiff Parker, who felt it would make an excellent anniversary
project. It was his dream to have the history and stories of
the Club put down on paper, and he was delighted when
work began on the book. Cliff worked with the Book
Committee until he became ilf in January 1998. When he
died in February, the Committee members were determined
to fulfill his wish. Cliff planned to write a personal tribute
to all those who had given so much to the Club, but he
never completed that tribute. The committee feels that the

book reflects what Cliff would have written.

CIliff took great pride in the Valley Outdoor Association
which he founded in 1973. He wanted a club that would
offer a variety of outdoor recreation to those who lived south
of the Fraser River, and he found his core group in a
backpacking program offered by Surrey Parks & Recreation
in the spring of *73. Three of the original members of that
backpacking program are still active with the Club: Ed
Slotylak, Ray Gurr and Walter Strell, as are many other
long time members. Cliff was active in the Club throughout
the 25 years, participating in the activities, sitting on the
executive, and representing the V.O.A. for many years at
the FMCBC.

The commemorative book was officially dedicated to Chiff
and Doris Parker, together with another special tribute The
V.0.A. has established a memorial fund in honour of Cliff,
and members’ donations plus the monies from the auction
will go towards the construction of a section of the Trans
Canada Trail.

The V.0.A. members celebrated a special evening that will
be the perfect start on the next 25 years.
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HIKE TO WEDGEMOUNT LAKE
by Fred Meurer, Outsetters Club

Portrait of a perfect day: clear, sunny skies. Cool shade to
start the trail.

A rushing creek. A steep climb through mature mixed forest
of fir, cedar and hemlock trees, draped with hairy lichens,
Ripe blueberries and tangy huckleberries. Verdant green
forest floor plants, the white cataract of Wedgemount Creek,
sunlit as it plunges 1,000 over a cliff above us. Very steep
climb through heather meadows laced with arnica, valerian,
asters and others, Then, the summit cairn for the day’s
destination, Wedgemount Lake. Huge boulder fields, crusted
with lichens, tumbling down to an exquisite turquoise glacier
fed lake, set in a wild and lonely landscape. Delicate, fragile
green meadows above us. Sharp peaks and wild ridges.
Glaciers and rock walls streaked with snow melt. Lunch by
the lake shore as several pairs of hot feet quickly cooled off
in the clear water. The Wedgemount and Weart glaciers
have receded somewhat, but stil{ have a presence. Tiny mats
of lovely flowers eke out a living in this extreme place. Too
soon it is time to leave. A good workout going down too!
Creaking joints, sentences like ”I can’t believe we came up
this section”, and happy faces. One hiker nursed a
recalcitrant knee on the last mile, but all seemed to
thoroughly enjoy the day. It was a pleasure sharing this
spectacular place with fellow club members.

306 Victoria 5t Nelson 354-4441
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Since 1996, The Wilderness Education Program has been
operating on a shoe-string budget with a few dedicated
volunteers and minimal funds. There are no paid staff.
Money is raised to cover some of the expenses and a modest
honorarium for John.

If you would like to support Wilderness Education please
send a [tax deductible] donation to: FMCBC, , Wilderness
Education. Please mail your cheque to: Federation of
Mountain Clubs of British Columbia, 47 West Broadway,
Vancouver, B.C., V5Y 1PI

Wilderness Education would like tothank all of those who
have helped to support the program. Sponsors are:
Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC, Vancouver
Foundation, Vancouver Section of the Alpine Club of
Canada, BC Mountaineering Club, Canada Trust - Friends
of the Environment Foundation, and private donations.

If you would like more information about this program or
would like to book a class and/or a field trip, please phone:
732 -0509,

NOTE THE NEW FMCBC ADDRESS:

47 WEST BROADWAY
VANCOUVER, BC V5Y 1P1

e

ACCESS TO MOUNT ARROWSMITH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

3. Island Highway at MacMillan Bloedel’s Northwest Bay
Division, logging toads lead up te Arrowsinith Lake and the
dam site, and accesses routes up to Hidden and Fishtail lakes,
making for a long day hike through old forest, steep in places,
leading to these pristine lakes.

There are many more trails and routes on this massif, some
flagged, some not, taking one through first growth and
sub-alpine forest, through alpine meadows, to rock cliffs
and bluffs, to ridges and peaks, to lakes, ponds and tarns,
for a true wilderness experience in our own back yard.

e e T —_ — .
g —p— " T —

R {’r
et Sy

-

A

avalanche probes  telemark binding

20

I¥'s not just the length...
i¥'s what you do with it.

AVALANCHE PROBES

Probe 320cm.
Probe 230cm.
TECH-Probe 240cm with anodized measurement markings.

Easton 7075 tubing.

Anodized aluminum hardware.
Nylon coated stainless cabls.

3

Genuine Guide Gear

talemark accesories

tel: 604 924 9048
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LETTERS :

TO: BRIAN JONES, PAT HARRISON, AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS - FMCBC
From: Katharine Steig, Freinds of Cypress Park  April 27, 1998
Re: March 1998 Cloudburst

I'm writing to say thanks to all of you for the work you do. I found the recent Cloudburst to be particularly thought-
proveking, inspiring and supportive, something [ certainly need and assume that many others do as well, I look forward
to the Fed’s continuing to be a strong, unified voice-in “preserving and enhancing the experience of non-mechanized
mountain recreationists in BC,” as Brian Jones expressed it, and to keep speaking up as well for Conservation values U
you have done in the past

I don’t know exactly what the concern is about not supporting local issues and how this relates to acting locally,
thinking globally. But / do want to say thanks for the support given for years re Cypress Provincial Park issues. I'm
attaching a guide we just completed for the Yew Lake Trail, with appreciation for FMCBC’s initiating that wheelchair-
accessible project. The Fed is mentioned as well in Jean Cousins’ description of the trail in her new Nature Walks
around Vancouver,

Yours sincerely, Katharine Steig

University of British Columbia

Box 98 Student Union Building 6138 Student Union Mall
Vancouver, British Columbia V6T 2A5

Brian Jones and The Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC.  November 5 1998
RE: Brian Waddington Memorial Hut
Dear Brian:

1 am writing on behalf of the Varsity Qutdoors Club of UBC to thank you once again for the time and effort you
contributed to the completion of the Brian Waddington Memorial Hut project. The hut now stands as the finest alpine
hut in the Coast Mountains thanks in part to your tireless effort: Over the last few weeks VOC work parties have been
wrapping up the finishing touches to the hut. We are happy to report that the Brian Waddington Memorial Hut is ready
for the upcoming ski season and for use in the years to come

The VOC would also like to invite you to a dedication ceremony and a celebration of the completion of the project to be
held at UBC the evening of November 26, 1998. Stories about the hut will be told, pictures will be shown and thanks
will be given to all those that contributed. A trip to the hut to declare it officially open will be planned for a weekend in
the month or two following the dedication ceremony. Please come by the clubroom or phone the clubroom at 822-2228
for the exact time and location of the hot potluck.

Finally, the VOC is compiling a book of stories and photographs to leave in the hut to tell its story and to thank all those
that contributed to the project. Please advise us if you would like to be mentioned in this book or if you would like to
remain anonymous. You may direct your reply to the above mailing address, contact Jeffrey Martin by phone at 732-
6177 or contact Andre Zimmerman at §76-6258.

Thanks again for your support. May the Hut stand strong
and the snow lay deep.

Jeffrey Martin, Special Projects, Varsity Outdoors Club

Andre Zimmerman, President, Varsity Outdoors Club
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UPDATE ON THE CASSIAR/ISKUT/STIKINE LRMP
by John Grant

The Cassiar/Iskut/Stikine Land Resources Management
Plan table members have been meeting for over a year,
and are scheduled to wrap up proceedings in the spring of
1999,

The Stikine LRMP is located in the northwest of B.C,,
bordering on the Alaskan panhandle, The plan area is about
5.2 million hectares, and encompasses the entire Stikine
river watershed, an area roughly the same size as Costa
Rica. The Stikine is the largest watershed in B.C. that is
still relatively undeveloped. The area abounds in opportunity
for wilderness recreation, with world class climbing and
mountaineering on the likes of Devil’s Thumb, Kate’s
Needle, and Chutine Peak (see Canadian Alpine Journal,
1998, p. 93), as well as numerous other peaks in the Coast
range, both climbed and unclimbed. There is excellent ski-
touring in most parts of the region, with glaciers dropping
almost to sea level on the coast, and open expanses in the
interior. Rafting, canoeing, and

kayaking are aiready popular on the Stikine itself, as well
as its tributaries. Hiking is excellent alimost everywhere.
The area is also home to substantial populations of Stone
sheep, mountain goat, caribon, grizzly, moose, wolf, etc.
Currently, the Stikine has two protected areas: Spatsizi
Platean Wilderness park, and Mount Edziza Provincial Park.
Mount Edziza is unique for its combination of recently
erupted volcanoes mixed with glaciation. Together, both
parlks total more than the 12.5 % allotted for preservation
by the government, but represent only one or two
bioclimatic zones found in the region. The Stikine riveris a
candidate for status as a Canadian Heritage river. Nothing
else in the area is currently protected, pending the outcome
of the LRMP process.

The LRMP table itself is typical of other LRMP tables, in
that a diversity of interests are represented. Members include
commercial tourism interests like river boat operators and
guide-outfitters, two or three people with local mines, the’
Tahltan First Nation, an environmentalist, and a smattering
of interested local residents. Of course, there are plane and
truck loads of government servants representing their
various ministries, from mines to forestry to parks. The
table appears a bit dominated by members who are there as
part of their employment. The table is well run and members
are still civil to.each other after a year of meetings, which
is no mean feat, given their backgrounds, One group, the
Friends of the Stikine, has been removed from the table for
violating the table’s code of conduct. More recently, a table
member was asked to resign for his complicity in a letter
writien to the B.C. Chamber of Mines which was critical of
perceived bias at the table. This appears to have been
smoothed over.

The Stikine LRMP process is unique for several reasons.
At present, no industrial forestry exists in the region, due to
distance from a market and the current state of the forest
products market. This allows the LRMP process to plan
before any extensive impact by industrial forestry takes
place. The ministry of forests has not yet completed a timber
supply area inventory, although this is underway. The
Stikine LRMP area is also unique in that the majority of the
population is made up of Tahltan First Nations people,
who have the most to win or lose through any land use in
the Stikine. One Tahltan person expressed his
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disappointment with the table’s reputation for being “too
green”. The Tahltans are also one of the many first nations
with a pending land claim, which will encompass most of
the Stikine.

A more immediate threat are mining interests, which are
strong in the Stikine area. Three operating mines exist at
present; the Snip mine and Eskay creek, in the Iskut river
valley, and the Golden Bear mine, north of Telegraph Creek.
Mineral deposits and potential are considered good in the
Stikine, and appear to be limited by world mineral markets
as the major stumbling block to further development. Table
members expressed concern over mining access, as the
possibility exists that the forest industry will make use of
mining roads to extract timber. This is a real concern in the
Iskut area, where there is a mining road through viable timber
stands. At the moment, the Stikine is protected by its
inaccessibility and the current state of metal and forestry
markets, and not much else.

As of September 1998, the Stikine LRMP table had come up
with two scenario plans for the region. One is development
oriented, the other is conservation oriented. The conservation
oriented plan includes candidates for protected area status
such as the entire Stikine river, Chutine lake (but not Chutine
river), Yehinico lake and area, Mess lake and creek, the Mt.
Edziza recreation area (currently an undeveloped mine), and
the Iskut river corridor. The conservation oriented plan
also contains provisions for protection or mitigation of threats
to various wildlife, like grizzly and caribou. The development
oriented plan has similar provisions, but with less emphasis
on protection of wilderness and wildlife values. Curiously,
both scenario plans contain the designation “working
wilderness”, an oxymoron in the same league as military
intelligence and Progressive Conservative, In both scenarios,
the working wilderness areas are of great interest to
backcountry recreationists.

Self- propelled recreation is not represented officially at the
LRMP table, although several table members participate in
back-country recreation and are at least aware of this type of
land use. The FMCBC has no representation at the table due
to lack of time and money, but one presentation has been
made on behalf of the federation. This was well received
and will ideally encourage table members to consider this
type of recreation in LRMP proceedings. Other recreation
related uses include hunting, some commercial
mountaineering in the Chutine area, and a heli-ski operation,
Some conflict with hunters has been recorded. Some hunters
have been using four wheelers to access alpine plateaus, and
have had their vehicles burned by those that disagree with
this practice. It has also been noted by locals that no less
than 30 grizzlies were taken out of the Chutine river area in
1997, which séems like a large number, This might diminish
the wilderness experience for other recreationists.

As a non-table member, there is little the FMCBC can do
regarding the Stikine LRMP, other than observe and express
concern when and where possible. Interestingly, government
consultants at the last table meeting identified wilderness
tourism as a strong potential economic benefit for the area,
alongside mining as a generator of employment. If you have
any questions regarding table proceedings, the Stikine LRMP
in general, and in particular, if you have done any back-
country activities in the area, I would like to know about
them. [ can be contacted at johnw_grani@bc.sympatico.ca
ot at 604-876-1226.
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FIMICBC Christmas Open House

Friday Dec 11th, 3:00 PM to 8:30 PM
at the new FMCBC office: 47 West Broadway,
Vancouver
Some refreshments provided:
This is a great opportunity to:

-see the FMCBC’s new headquarters
-meet FVICBC staff and directors
-give us feedback on how the Fed is doing

-shoot the breeze with hikers and mountaineers from other clubs

John Clarle will show some of his superb wilderness slides (several
showings through the evening)
Plus bring a few of your best slides to wow people with.We'll have an
“open screen” for members to show slides on.

SEEYOU THERE!
For info call Markus at 734-0010

(i) WOODS FIVE STAR “ARCTIC’ SLEEPING
BAG for sale, with detach. heavy duffel liner. In
very good shape, total comfort at -40° F: $75. (ii)
WOODS DOUBLE WALL

CANVAS TENT for sale, 10" x 8 x 4' wall, with
opening for 3" stove pipe, incls. one tanned
CARIBOU SK W ,unbeatable warmth on ice or
snow; $75. (iii) SHEET METAL WOOD STOVE
for above, 2'x I'x I', $25. Can drop off in
Vancouver. Call Ron Hawkins, Saltspring Island,
(250) 537-5052

1987 GMC VAN FOR SALE

The FMCBC wishes to sell its van (which last
saw service during the move-from Sport BC to 47
West Broadway earlier this year) - $1200 or best
offer. Call Brian Jones at the FMCBC office
(604) 878-7007.

CLOUDBURST SUBMISSIONS

The Editors of Cloudburst welcome articles that
inform our readers about mountain access, recreation,
conservation, safety and education issues or activities
in B.C., and suitable photographs or sketches. Our
preferred format is electronic files in Microsoft Word
97 or earlier, sent as attachments to e-mail. Cloudburst
is prepared electronically in Adobe PageMaker v6.5,
which accepts Word files directly. The following
submission formats are also acceptable (in order of
decreasing preference and increasing volunteer
labour): WordPerfect v6.1 or earlier files, ASCII (.txt)
files, e-mail text, Fax transmission {provided that text
is double-spaced, 12-point or greater font size and sans
serjf fontstyle (such as Arial), typed documents(same
specifications as Fax). While all of the above formats
can be handled electronically, hand-written matetial
must be typed up - please bear this in mind. Original
photographs are preferred, since we can then
determine the required scanning parameters (different
resolutions and formats are used for Cloudburst and
the FMCBC web site). Please try to keep your articles
to 500 words or less! - but keep the articles and
photographs coming, so that we can continue to
produce a Cloudburst that updates and informs our

Members.
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WHO WE ARE!

Alberni Valley Outdoor Club
Alpine Club of Canada
- Vancouver Section
Alpine Club of Canada
- Vancouver Island Section
B.C. Mountaineering Club
Caledonia Ramblers
Chilliwack Outdoor Club
Club Tread
Comox District
Mountaineering Club
Fraser Valley Hikers
Island Mountain Ramblers
Klister Outdoor Klub
North Shore Hikers
North Vancouver Recreation
Commission Outdoor Club
Outdoor Club of Victoria
Outsetters Club
Richmond Outdoors Club
Valley Outdoor Association
Vancouver Island Trails ‘Mail sales agreement 102202
Information Society ’
Varsity Outdoor Club
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