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MEMBERSHIP

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia (FMCBC) is a non-
profit organization representing the interests of non-mechanized hikers and
climbers, and outdoor clubs throughout British Columbia. The FMCBC

1) Addresses mountain access, recreation, and conservation issues; 2) promotes
outdoor education and safety through courses of instruction and Cloudburst ar-
ticles; and 3) builds and maintains hiking trails throughout B.C. by its member
clubs. Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual or group inter-
ested in non-mechanized outdoor activities, and access, recreational, and con-
servation concerns. Those interested in joining the FMCBC have two options:

Club Membership:
Please contact the FMCBC office to receive a list
of clubs that belong to to the FMCBC (See back cover)

Individual Membership:
Call the FMCBC office at 604 878 7007.
Membership for individuals is $15 per year,
The FMCBC accepts VISA and Mastercard for payment.
You may also send $15 along with your name
and address to the FMCBC at the above address.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Hosted by the Caledonia Ramblers, Prince George, 16 - 18 June 2000
Schedule of Events

16 June 2000 (Friday Evening)

e Meet at Dave King's place for a get-together social at 7:00 p.m. (RSVP impt.**)

17 June 2000 (Saturday)

e 9am-4pm FMCBC Annual General Meeting at the University of Northern British Columbia,
Prince George, BC
7 am - S pm Hike to ???? (Location to be arranged; depending on weather)
4 pm-5pm FMCBC Directors' Meeting
e 6pm-10pm . BBQ (Either at Wilkin’s Park or member’s home)

18 June 2000 (Sunday)
e 7am-5pm Hiketo ??? (TBA)

Additional Information:

e Dave King's telephone number is 250-564-8887; Email: kingjudi@bcgroup.net

e  Maps to the locations will be provided to participants when they register.

e Anyone wishing to arrive earlier to hike prior to the AGM, contact Dave King

o Lots of billeting space available; contact Judith if info. needed re alternate accommodation (eg. UNBC =
$25.00 per person per night), CNC, etc.

Please send form and cheque (payable to Caledonia Ramblers) by 21 May to:
Dave King/Judith Robertson, Caledonia Ramblers
132 Watson Crescent
Prince George BC V2L 4P3

REGISTRATION FORM
Names (s): Tel: Email:
Address: Postal Code:
Club Affiliation: Are you a voting delegate? Y__ N__
Billeting needed? Y___ N__ Number of beds:
Attend BBQ Saturday Night? Y ___N__ $15.00 per person X =8
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BOARD/STAFF REPORTS

President’s Report
by Lesley Bohm

As we contend with problems of too little
money and too little time, like everyone else, it is
heartening to see the work of the Rec and Con com-
mittee come along so well. This year we have been in-
volved in the information gathering program con-
tracted by BC Assets and Lands (BCAL) to help them
regulate commercial licences in the backcountry of the
Whistler Squamish corridor. The Sea to Sky area has
mushroomed lately into a high recreation use area—
leading to conflicts among the traditional and new us-
ers. The immediate concern of the government in set-
ting up the crown corporation was to address the huge
growth in unauthorized, mainly motorized, commer-
cial ventures cashing in on the destination resort users
at Whistler. I find two things encouraging. Charles
Littledale said, at the January 29 meeting of the Rec
and Con Committee, that BCAL 1s concerned about
potential damage to the environment—this was some-
thing we were surprised and pleased to leam—the
cynics amongst us having assumed BCAL was only
interested in maximizing profit from crown land. He
said that revenue pays for hiring staff who will be
used for enforcement—something sadly lacking up till
now—and that their only concern was in covering the
costs of the program, whose money is separate from
general revenue because of its crown corporation
status.

The second encouraging thing was the willing-
ness of Doug Leavers, who did the study for BCAL,
to deal with the question of vision for the future—how
much commercial recreation do we want, and where,
and how much noisy and polluting mechanical inter-
ference can Beautiful BC tolerate and still be the kind
of place tourists want to visit. This is a big question
and we hope it doesn’t get lost in the heat of the mo-
ment deciding between clamouring commercial opera-
tors. There is a group of current commercial users
banding together for discussion of future licences—
we intend to participate in their meetings. Nic Slater
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of Mad River Nordic is a natural ally in one way be-
cause he is basically non-mechanized. We hope to en-
sure that the mechanized sector does not acquire too
much influence in BCAL decisions.

The maps prepared from input from wildlife,
recreation and other groups were interesting to read.
We will not, of course, be able to reclaim Brandywine
and Callaghan Valleys from the snowmobilers and
ATVs, but we were able to discourage tenures in the
Cloudburst to Cayley region, including Brew and Tri-
couni, and somewhat in the Ashlu and Overseer area.

This progress means nothing in the question of
non-commercial recreation, but the Ministry of For-
ests is starting a similar project using the data from
BCAL and we will have input to that as well. Since
they have responsibility for public recreational use in
Forestry lands, this may address the land use problem
without the endless wrangling of an LRMP.

It is disappointing that the maps indicate no ar-
eas to be reserved free of commercial recreation, ex-
cept parks, although different areas are mechanized-
free in summer and winter. This just emphasizes the
importance of parks and wildemess areas in the grow-
ing recreation sector and the necessity of making sure
that there are no mechanized intrusions into them now
or in the future. Many at the December meeting were
also in agreement that mechanization is not desirable
in the alpine—most of the present incursions above
treeline are private snowmobilers; the commercial
ones are actually fairly well-behaved novices.

Whistler Municipality officials seemed very
sensitive to over commercialization at the December
meeting—another hopeful sign. They know that mod-
em travellers expect “wilderess™ for their tourist dol-
lars, not just a yahoo playground.

This effort should benefit all the backcountry
non-mechanized users in the area whether they are
Federation members or not—and hopefully encourage
independent members to join and support us.

Executive Director's Report
by Pat Harrison

Conundrum: Our newsletter Cloudburst be-
gan in the spring of 1983. Volume one, therefore,
started in 1983. Starting in 1987, for some reason, no
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volume was assigned. This practice continued
through 1995, In 1996, volume five was assigned.
We have proceeded since then to assign volume num-
bers. It wasn't until the Vancouver City Library, the
B.C. Provincial Library, and the Federal library all
called in December 1999 asking for clarification on
volume number (it must be an end of century thing to
do) that I was aware of the problem. Each one them
had a different volume number assigned to our news-
letter. After reviewing Cloudburst back to 1983, 1
discovered the discrepancy. So, what to do? I think
the volume number should reflect the number of years
a publication has been in production. Therefore,
starting with this issue, the Cloudburst will reflect the
true volume number: 18.

List Server: I am happy to report that the
Federation's List Server (our email mail service) has
taken off. We have had great input from our mem-
bers on the topic of mechanized vs. non-mechanized,
BCAL's planning process, and mountain bike and
snowmobile impacts on the environment. We cur-
rently have 75 people on the list server from 15 differ-

rector is to visit as many clubs as possible. So far I
have had very fruitful meetings with the Varsity Out-
door Club executive, the Valley Outdoor Association
members, the Qutsetters executive, and the Comox
District Mountaineering Club members. This direct
contact is beneficial for both the clubs and the board
of directors of the Federation. The Board of Directors
and I met with the Lower Mainland delegates in Feb-
ruary in order to get direct input. I will be at the Van-
couver Island delegates meeting at the end of March
and I will be attending the Chilliwack Outdoor Club
general meeting in April. In April as well, I will be
attending a meeting in Prince George on the Natiional
Hiking Trail with our two clubs from northern BC,
the Caledonia Ramblers and the Fraser Headwaters
Alliance.

AGM: This year's AGM is being held in
Prince George (see page 3 for registration details). It
would most helpful if you could plan on sending a
delegate to this meeting. I am sure we can carpool
and therefore reduce the cost of travel. Judith Robert-
son of the Caledonia Ramblers (the host of the AGM)

ent clubs. If anyone Y
wishes to join the list
server and participate

m&:@ﬂ@mm@@}

has informed me
that barebones ac-
commodations can

in these lively discus- |¢ ¢ ! ¢ be had at UNBC
sions, please email  |meii—." - for $25 per night:
me your name, club, | c/o Gill Richardson CROSS COUNTRY SKIING fa room with a
and email address 3005 Fleet Street qul}m}l ltihkecclmsSf Country Srkiinga shared toilet and
ike@unixg.ubc.ca). | Port Coquitlam B.C. tus 15 the LU for you. ©Igan- Y yoh bring your
i e@Thani yous:) V3C 381 ized Day and Weekend trips on Zleeping %:g )
chartered buses and accommoda-
Many thanks to Gill: 604-461-4873 tion for weekend trips. Contact fjtowels. If you
Shane Koscielniak, | Alan: 604-436-2773 Gill or Alan for further details.  freally can't send
Lesley Bohm, Peter someone, please
Woodsworth, and email me your

Chuck Dick for staffing the Fed table at the third an-
nual Vancouver Intemational Mountain Film Festival.
This required many hours of their time. Thanks also
to Liz Scremin and the ACC Vancouver Club, the or-
ganizers of the event, for allowing the Fed to partici-
pate at this event. At this event, the Fed presented its
new poster display. We hope to be able to be at many
more events this year and be able to present to the
visitors of these events who the Fed is, what are its
accomplishments, and which clubs are the backbone
of the Fed.

Club Visits: One of my goals as Executive Di-

Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC

proxy so that you can be represented at the meeting.
Budget: The Fed budget continues to be on
target for the fiscal year 1999-2000. One of the dis-
cussion items at the AGM will be the effectiveness of
the Cloudburst. Would the Fed members get a better
return on their investment by hiring a full-time Execu-
tive Director? Would a synoptical newsletter sent out
four times per year be a better way to keep our mem-
bership informed? Currently, the Cloudburst con-
sumes an enormous amount of the E.D.'s time and
consumes almost $15,000 per year. Of course, some
of the Casino money we receive goes into producing
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the Cloudburst.

Smoke Bluffs: I toured the smoke bluffs area
with Bev Goodwin, Parks Supervisor of the District of
Squamish. It became evident that the additional build-
ing of houses on Hospital Hill is creating some diffi-
culty with climbers. The area will be signed asking for
climbers to please be courteous to the residents in the
climbing area. Please don't make excessive noise
around the bluffs and please don't litter.

Subwebpages: We have now switched Internet

success is due to the lack of avalanche involvements
and fatalities in our province. Is this a positive trend
reflecting the years of education and awareness by or-
ganizations such as the CAA, the FMCBC, and gear re-
tailers and manufacturers? Buying an avalanche beacon
and taking an avalanche awareness course prior to pur-
suing backcountry skiing are now accepted as common
practices, unlike 10-15 years ago when only the “hard-
core” were expected to have avalanche safety knowl-
edge. 1 can only hope that this trend continues. What-

Service Providers so that
we can provide our clubs
with a subwebpage that
they can manage. This was
done at the request of two
of our clubs. We now have
three clubs who wish to
manage a page on the Fed
website. If any of our other
clubs wish this service,

Congratulations to Hali Lane of

Surrey, BC. Hali is the winner of
this year’s Canada West Mountain

School’s 2-day Rocking Climbing
course in the Outdoor Show Raffle.

ever the reasons, let’s all con-
tinue our perseverance in en-
suring that every winter back-
country user in BC is going
into the mountains with knowl-
edge, training and the correct
equipment.

Looking on to the
warmer months, our Summer
2000 schedule is out, and we

please contact me and I can
help set up the required passwords.

National Hiking Trail Meeting: On 6 April,
the Federation of Mountain Clubs is holding a meeting
in Prince George with its two northem clubs (Caledonia
Ramblers and Fraser Headwaters Alliance), govemn-
ment agencies, and invited guest organizations. We
hope to map out the remainder of the trail from Quesnel
to Banff.

Associate Memberships: We are now actively
exchanging newsletters with organizations that we are
cooperatively working with on similar issues. We want
to send a strong message to govemnment and private in-
dustry that many of the conservation groups in BC are
now in communication on a regular basis and are work-
ing together on common issues.

Canada West Mountain School
by Brian Jones, Manager

While we are still in the midst of a great winter,
already the summer is looming closer and closer. At
CWMS, it is sometimes hard to concentrate on the sea-
son we are in while at the same time preparing for one
coming up!

As I write this looking back on the winter, one of
the biggest reasons we can call the season of 99/00 a
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are anticipating a great season!
CWMS has expanded on our base of programs to offer
a wider variety of courses and trips. We have many
new trips to the interior mountains of BC, the Rockies,
more local peak objectives, an expanded Squamish
Rock program, and a few new destinations in the Coast
Mountains, including a new backpacking trip into a
truly wild location of amazing terrain and scenery, the
Niut Range tour

Of particular interest to many club members will
be our Pre-season Refresher Clinics. These free ses-
sions will be hosted by CWMS with the support of lo-
cal sponsors, and will be offered on a first-come, first-
served basis. We will run a series of 4-hour Rock
Climbing Cinics covering new techniques and equip-
ment, and anchor building techniques during the first
two weekends of April, in Squamish. Over the first two
weekends in May, we will host one-day sessions on the
North Shore mountains geared toward alpine skills.
These Mountain Skills Refreshers will cover topics
such as self-arrests, glacier travel, crevasse rescue and
other alpine techniques. Pre-registration is required for
all clinics, though they are free. Contact the CWMS of-
fice for more details.

More destination style trips are included in this
years schedule. We will be conducting Mountaineering
courses in the Rogers Pass area, a cabin based moun-
taineering trip out of Sorcerer Lake Lodge in the Sel-
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kirks; one week will be spent touring the Rockies,
climbing notable peaks such as Athabasca, Edith Cav-
ell and Mt Victoria, and, Coast Mountain classics
such as Mt. Slesse, Mt. Waddington and Tantalus are
all included in this years list of objectives.

In a more traditional style, the Ocean to Alpine
Classic is a new venture for Canada West Mountain
School. We are partnering with Sage Wilderness Ad-
ventures to kayak up Knight Inlet, at which point we
will embark on a 10 day journey to climb the NW Sum-
mit of Mt. Waddington. This 16-day trip, following in
the paths of the early explorers, promises to be a true
expedition in the Coast Mountain style.

All members of the FMCBC and FMCBC Mem-
ber clubs are eligible for discounts with Canada West
Mountain School. If anyone would like to find out more
about Canada West Mountain School, I am available
on a regular basis at the FMCBC Office, and would be
pleased to answer any questions, or come out to any
club meetings.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

TRAILS COMMITTEE

The Adopt-A-Trail Project
by Louse Irwin

The Adopt-A-Trail programme needs help!
What is the Adopt-A-Trail programme? This idea was
started by Chilliwack Outdoors Club hiker Neil
Grainger in 1987, after the Parks and Forest Service
budgets for trail maintenance were severely reduced.
The concept was taken up by the Trails Commiuttee,
where Charles Chapham developed a computer data-
base listing the trails and their maintenance. After
Charles retired from the committes, John Otava trans-
ferred the data into his computer system. At the present
time the Trails committee is experiencing great diffi-
culty in continuing these records and adding new ones,
as there is no coordinator to obtain and update trails in-
formation (Pat Harrison is currently maintaining).

The Adopt-A-Trail programme divides the
Province into areas of responsibility for trails, princi-

Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC

pally in the Lower Mainland, with some input from
Vancouver Island, Bulkley Valley, and Prince George
regions (see map).

Due to the past few years of deep snow depths
with late melting, strong winds, and heavy trail usage,
many traditional trails have fallen into serious disrepair
or have disappeared entirely. Consequently this appeal
for volunteers goes out to all hikers who wish to con-
tribute to our trail maintenance programme. If volun-
teer coordinators are not forthcoming soon, this very
useful Adopt-A-Trail programme may have to be dis-
continued.

Urgently needed are:

1. Volunteer coordinator for the Adopt-A-
Trail plan, preferably computer literate, to update the
database and perhaps assist in creating a website for
current trail conditions. This job requires contacting
and encouraging new and present trail adopters but hik-
ing the trails is not particularly necessarily.

2. Four Zone Coordinators for Zones A, C,
N, V. Again, it is not necessary to hike each trail but to
keep in touch with Adoptees and be the trails contact
for Parks, Forestry, and other personnel as required, re-
porting to meetings of the Trails Committee. These are
held every six weeks during winter months.

The Trails Committee has all the information
regarding tools, signs, trails markers, etc.

For further information, please contact the
FMCBC office, John Otava, Chair of the Trails Com-
mittee, or Pat Harrison, Executive Director.

ZONES:

A Mosquito Creek to Mamquam River (including
Bowen Island). Coordinator: Position Vacant.

(@ Mosquito Creek to Pitt River. Coordinator:
Position Vacant.

E. Pitt River to Fraser River at Spuzzum (north of
Fraser River). Coordinator; John Otava (469-
9430).

J. Chilliwack Valley and Fraser Valley (South) to

Wahleach Creek (including Cheam/Lucky Four
Group). Coordinator Neil Grainger (795
1785).

M. Manning Park Coquihalla + Skagit and Cas-
cade Recreation Areas. Coordinator: John
Otava (469-9430).

N. Mamquam River to Lillooet River (from head-
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waters to Harrison Lake). Coordinator; Posi-
tion Vacant.

P. Lillooet River north to Bridge River south
along Fraser River to Spuzzum. Coordinator:
Bill Meyer (944-3059).

T. Other parts of the Lower Mainland. Coordina-
tor: Bill Greer (594-1870).

. Vancouver Island. Coordinator: Position Va-
cant.

EDUCATION AND SAFETY
COMMITTEE

Surviving an Unexpected Bivouac
by Chris Ludwig

Unexpected overnight stays are one of the more
unpleasant aspects of hiking and mountaineering. They
can also be potentially dangerous for the under-
equipped and under-prepared.

There are certain preventative measures that can
be taken to prevent being caught by nightfall. Re-
searching your route ahead of time, and knowing when
sunset takes place is one such measure. If you know
that your trip will take ten hours, start early in the
morming so that there will be extra time available at the
end of the day in case there are delays. Ifthereisa
chance that you will have to travel at night, ensure that
you and your partners have headlamps, and that you
are travelling on an established trail. Established trails
are much easier to follow than unmarked routes or
bushwhacks.

If you are caught ovemight in the summer or fall
on a clear day, an overnight stay may simply consist of
waiting out the night. On a cool, rainy, or windy day,
rain gear and an insulating layer will be required. A
thermal blanket or tarp can be useful to create cover
from the rain and wind. Purchasing a tarp with eyelets
and carrying sufficient rope to tie the tarp to trees or
rocks is a good idea. Remember that severe hypother-
mia can take place in temperatures as high as nine de-
grees if you become wet or are exposed to the wind. If
you are caught overnight without rain gear and an insu-
lating layer, it is still possible to survive the night so
long as your body can generate enough heat to keep
warm. Use the larger muscles in your body such as the
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legs. You may have to find a tree and walk around in
circles all night to keep warm enough (this also pre-
vents you from getting lost in the night as well). If you
are lost, avoid travelling any further so searchers can
find you more easily.

In winter, an unexpected overnight stay can be
much more serious. On one such bivi at -15 degrees, I
was wearing long underwear, fleece, and a Gore-Tex
suit, and a thermal blanket, but was still freezing cold.
At low temperatures, I find that emergency blankets
and tarps are practically useless and without physical
activity, it is easy to become deeply chilled. Wind
proof balaclavas and down jackets are useful items in
the winter, but are somewhat expensive. The ideal win-
ter setup is to carry a bivi sac and a sleeping bag (yes,
even on day trips). Those wishing to travel more lightly
may consider snow shelters as protection from the wind
and snow. Of course, you will need a light weight alu-
minum shovel for such an endeavour. Digging a snow
cave into an appropriate slope can provide exercise to
warm you up, and will create a shelter to protect you
from the elements. Once in the cave, curl up in the fetal
position to preserve warmth. Sometimes in hard
packed snow, a snow saw may be necessary to build a
shelter. Few backcountry users, unfortunately, are fa-
miliar with igloo building techniques. It is definitely
worth taking a winter survival course, or a ski moun-
taineering course to develop those skills.

In conclusion, there is always a chance that you
will be stuck overnight when hiking/climbing in the
backcountry. Make sure that you are properly
equipped, and that a responsible person knows where
you are. From experience, I know that surviving an un-
expected overnight stay can increase your confidence,
and helps to make you more aware of the nature and
power of the backcountry. It also helps you to establish
what you need to carry in terms of survival equipment,
and what skills you need to master.

Leadership Requirements for the Comox District
Mountaineering Club
By Ken Rodonets, President

L A member of the CDMC for at least two years.
2, Map and Compass ability.
2 A current or valid First-aid Ticket (e.g. Stan-
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dard Occupation First-aid (SOFA); St. John's
First-aid Level 1, 2, or 3; Wilderness First-aid).

4, Recommendation or approval from two of the
existing leaders or executive.

Editor's note: what are the requirements of other clubs?

Please email me at hike@unixg.ubc.ca or fax me at 604
576 0424,

RECREATION AND CONSERVATION
COMMITTEE

This is only a list of areas between Squamish and
Whistler—the story is fast repeating itself in the Duffy
Lake corridor. All of these areas have been so heavily af-
fected by snowmobiles lately that we no longer enjoy
trips there and many skiers refuse to go there at all! The
new BCAL plan leaves none of these areas for non-
motorized use except Singing Pass in the park, and
Brew, which Forestry ruined by removing the road, leav-
ing the access impossible across a steep, icy, avalanche-
prone slope. We can no longer access the Singing Pass
parking lot in spring because of the road slump out, add-
ing 1 1/4 hours to the one-way trip, and snowmobile
tours have illegally taken over the road.

Newer, more powerful snowmobiles have now ac-

The Recreation and Con-
servation Committee meetings
have been dealing with the Sea
to Sky Corridor and Duffy Lake
areas from the point of view of
Commercial Backcountry Rec-
reation and non-mechanized vs.
mechanized uses. The Fed has
made several submissions in the
past few months to BCAL and
to the MOF. The Fed List
Server has had furious discus-

PURCELL LODGE

The world's best wilderness hiking
- and skiing. Terrain for every out-
door enthusiast. Remote and pri-
vate. www.purcell.com
(250)344-2639.

cessed all of our traditional for-
est land alpine areas, Metal-
dome, Brandywine, and Sproatt
in particular. We used to have at
least the alpine area track free
and free of noise—that is gone.
Nobody seems to want to
reclaim any of the valleys we
have lost because of the power-
ful snowmobile lobby. It is time
to take a stand—there is no fair-
ness in leaving nothing at all but

sions over the above the issues

in the past few weeks. As a result of the several meet-
ings of the Rec and Con Committee and List Server in-
put, the following press release was made on 14 March:
Press Release: Sea To Sky Corridor 14 March 2000
Here is a list of backcountry ski areas that we used to
use for day trips:

Mt. Brew: Overrun by snowmobiles and roads deacti-
vated

Squamish side of Tricouni Mtn.: Slid out, or returned
to slope

Singing Pass: Slid out, or returned to slope

Swift Creek to Brohm Ridge: Slid out, or returned to
slope

Brohm Ridge: Overrun by snowmobiles

Brandywine: Overrun by snowmobiles

Metaldome: Overrun by snowmobiles

Callaghan: Overrun by snowmobiles

Spoatt: Overrun by snowmobiles

Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC

Diamond Head Park for the
peace and quiet loving outdoor recreationist. We should
team up with present and future “cross-country” opera-
tors such as Mad River and demand that not all of our
treasured outdoors become motorized hell. Doug Leav-
ers, consultant for BCAL said some thought needs to be
given to carrying capacity, pollution by hydrocarbons
and noise, and wildemess values.” BCAL ;and Forestry
are not giving adequate consideration to non-mechanized
users!

Brandywine - Metaldome is better skiing, but if
Callaghan Valley is the best we can get (off the road),
we will at least have Sproatt alpine for non-mechanized
winter use. Metaldome alpine is still relatively unused by
snowmobiles. We could reserve it for non-mechanized
use and try to find another way up there other than the
current snowmobile road past their cabin. There is a way
from Callaghan but it’s a long and brutal bushwhack.

All non-mechanized backcountry users need to
support an initiative to reclaim some non-mechanized
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terrain.

REGIONAL ISSUES

LOWER MAINLAND REGION

Point Counter-Point on Melvin Creek/Cayoosh
Resort
from the Coast Mountain Magazine, February 2000
Issue (with permission)

a negative position on this proposal. The enthusiasm for
job creation by the neighbouring communities and the
provincial government, while understandable at the mo-
ment, is resulting in a constantly shrinking resource for
non-mechanized recreational users. The Federation sees
nothing in place that would protect the important sur-
rounding areas from creeping development. Little of
southwestern B.C.’s pristine wilderness remains. These
pockets of wildemess are our ‘genetic banks’ for wild-
life and reforestation. It is essential that we maintain
these pockets. If this proposal proceeds, the Federation
believes the following should be done:

5) The surrounding pristine areas should be pro-

FMCBC Position : — —tected from creeping develop-
The Federation of L e | ment by the establishment of
Mountain Clubs of B.C. - Get out - |asystem of provincial parks
takes the position that the il BBia . NaEW . |inthearea.
proposed Cayoosh/Melvin of theco'd! e 6) A multi-party over-
Creek resort : sight committee (including us-
should not proceed for the | Stayin one of our |o;¢ yniversity programs and
following reasons: imountain huts in the|govemment) should be

1) It will have a
negative impact upon the
Federation members' tradi-
tional backcountry recrea-
tion activities in the Melvin
Creek valley. For many
years, Fed Federation mem- |

Rockies & Selkirks | formed to follow and study

or at the the impacts of the resort on
Canmore the surrounding ecosystem.
| Clubhouse This will not be the last proj-
- Only $9-$24 ect proposal where there will
be arguments about the best

anight*

Fur Pdwidam P g

use of an area and develop-

T Uy

bers have used the area as a
base for week-long ski-
touring trips. In recent
years, members have also

Located in the heart ofworid-class hiking, rock and ice
climbing, mountaineering and skiing.
Hut access ranges from easy to difficult.
Large & small group accommaodation in the Clubhouse.

ment impacts. It will become
increasingly important to

have valid and relevant infor-
mation for the assessment of

been using the area for
weekend trips.

2) The Federation
believes there will be inevi-
table cumulative effects on

Tr.: order a copy of our huts g«afdebwk B L
o nwre inmrmaﬂmn ctmlact us at )

The hipme Clb of {.,araada
bm E[lélj Canmore, Albeda 11 218
- ANAB7E-320040357 B2 e N og : :
ems:\ soclubiitelssplanst nst W Alpinec L'sr:fr*ﬁﬂada ¢ | Al Raine, spokesperson for

.| future proposals.

Al Raine's and NGR Resort
Consultants Position

the Duffey Lake-Cayoosh
Range area, one of the best areas for winter wilderness
recreation.

3) The Federation believes there has not been a
clear assessment of impacts on the local mountain goat
and grizzly bear population. This project, the Federa-
tion believes, may be the first of many impacts which
will extirpate mountain goat and grizzly bear from the
Cayoosh Range.

4) The Federation cannot emphasize strongly
enough that piecemeal land-use planning forces us into
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the proponent of the Cayoosh/
Melvin Creek resort, NGR Resort Consultants Inc., re-
sponds to the FMCBC’s concemns about the proposed
development:

1) Over the past ten years, NGR knows of only
two week-long trips to Melvin Creek by individual
FMCBC members. FMCBC-organized ski-touring
trips to Melvin Creek are rare events and weekend trips
are not as common as this statement implies.

2) There is increased backcountry recreation
currently happening around Whistler Resort. Popula-
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tion growth in Vancouver and Seattle may have more to
do with the cumulative effects than resort development
does. We support recreational zoning so that the values
shared by different backcountry users can be main-
tained.

3) We are not biologists. However, we have
hired the best experts and they have concluded that
there is no risk of extirpation to mountain goats or griz-
zly bears. We have recently summarized reports from
the national park ski areas where it is clear that both
goats and bears have habituated to mountain resort de-
velopments. FMCBC members know that goats are
seen along highways in our national parks and behind
the mill in Lillooet. Recent studies from Lake Louise in-
dicate that even though grizzlies are not often seen, they
are quite numerous in and around the Whitehomn ski
trails.

4) The Federation is participating in land-use
planning in the Lillooet area and, with a balanced and
reasonable approach, could likely secure backcountry
zoning around the Duffey Lake area. However, the re-
cent ‘all or nothing’ approach may lead to an opportu-
nity lost. There is considerable support for our project
in Lillooet and going against this trend is short sighted.
Squamish Lillooet Regional District land-use plans out-
line no commercial development along the corridor out-
side of Melvin Creek and we are urging the SLRD to
maintain this type of zoning. It is not in NGR’s best in-
terest to see development along the corridor as such de-
velopment could negatively impact the
proposed resort’s financial viability.

5) We agree that backcountry recreation and the
tourism industry should have a higher priority. How-
ever, there may be better options, Melvin Creek is often
described as a pristine valley but logging scheduled for
1992 was deferred because of our proposal.

6) We have agreed to continued monitoring and
to assess any possible impacts. We have proposed to
the FMCBC that a ‘Cayoosh Alpine Institute’ be con-
sidered as an opportunity
for those interested in learning about the environment
surrounding Melvin Creek. Most experts agree that
there will be no new mountain resorts due to the regula-
tory processes. Hopefully, there will be one more.
There are not too many proponents who will endure a

10- to 12-year approval process.

Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC

Lower Seymour Conservation Reserve Management
Public Input
by Gabriel Mazoret

The Greater Vancouver Regional District
(GVRD) is initiating a new planning process for the re-
cently created Lower Seymour Conservation Reserve
(LSCR, previously known as the Seymour Demonstra-
tion Forest). The planning process “...seeks to create a
Lower Seymour Conservation Reserve that will main-
tain the capacity of the area as a water reserve, con-
tinue wildlife and forest management research and
demonstration activities, and increase the recreational
and interpretive education potential to serve an increas-
ing number of recreational users in the area;
the planning process is to provide for involvement of
the public and all stakeholders in the development of the
new concept.”

The planning process includes a series of pub-
lic forums and workshops. The first forum will be held
on Saturday, April 1, 2000, starting at 9:00 am, finish-
ing at 1:00 pm in the Multi-purpose room in the Sport-
plex, at Capilano College. The public is invited to at-
tend any or all forums and to be involved in the process
in greater depth through participation in workshops.

To register, phone the GVRD at 432-6320 or
at the door at 8:30 that day.

If you would like some access routes or trails
up the sides of the valley through some old growth and
up to wonderful ridges such as Elsay or Lynn Peak
Ridges and onto some more demanding peaks like The
Needles or Elsay, let the GVRD know. Come to the Fo-
rums.

VANCOUVER ISLAND REGION

Arrowsmith Regional Park and Lockwood Village
Development proposals
by Peter Rothermel

I have been on the Public Access Resolution
Committes (PARC) since its inception three years ago,
to deal with access and environmental issues in Arrows-
mith Regional Park (the Park). As well, I sit on the Ar-
rowsmith Massif Advisory Committee (AMAC), repre-
senting the Alpine Club of Canada and the Federation
of Mountain Clubs of B.C., to advise the Regional Dis-
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