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MEMBERSHIP

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia (FMCBC) is a non-
profit organization representing the interests of non-mechanized hikers and 
climbers, and outdoor clubs throughout British Columbia. The FMCBC 
1) addresses mountain access, recreation, and conservation issues; 2) promotes 
outdoor education and safety through courses of instruction and Cloudburst ar-
ticles; and 3) builds and maintains hiking trails throughout B.C. by its member 
clubs. Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual or group inter-
ested in non-mechanized outdoor activities, and access, recreational, and con-
servation concerns. Those interested in joining the FMCBC have two options: 

Club Membership: 
Please contact the FMCBC office to receive a list 

of clubs that belong to the FMCBC (See back cover). Membership is $12 per 
annum per person when a member of a FMCBC Club. 

Individual Membership: 
Call the FMCBC office at 604 878 7007. 

Membership for individuals is $15 per year. 
The FMCBC accepts VISA and MasterCard for payment. 

You may also send $15 along with your name 
and address to the FMCBC at the above address. 
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OARD REP is}RTS 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
by Lesley Bohm, President 

The Federation has been involved in many issues 
this year—more than usual, thanks to the untiring 
efforts of Pat Harrison, the Executive Director, 
who maintains our contacts with Vancouver Island 
and the North. We are able to keep in touch with 
both by having directors participate in monthly 
meetings by conference calls, and by the list serve. 
Unfortunately, with improved communication 
comes a huge workload, which has pushed Pat's 
hours way above what we pay him for. The success 
of the Help Melp campaign (joint campaign with 
the Federation of Naturalists and others to increase 
funding for Parks) required many trips to Victoria. 
If we want to maintain lobbying presence and per-
sonal contact with regional meetings, which has 
been so successful this year, we may have to raise 
our FMCBC contribution by a few dollars; from 
the current $11 to $13 or $15 would help. This 
would still pale in comparison to what the snowmo-
bilers put in to support their federation. We are try-
ing to encourage backcountry businesses to support 
us in our ongoing efforts to maintain, and reclaim, 
zoned space for non-mechanized recreationists, but 
past efforts at getting money for administrative 
costs have been unsuccessful. 

The Sea to Sky LRMP is just beginning. We have 
hopes that our previous work on the Forestry Rec-
reation Plan and the continuing efforts of the Rec 
and Con Committee will improve the intolerable 
situation that now exists where all non-park areas 
are overrun with motorized commercial and private 
interests, all of which have displaced our traditional 
use. We support zoning to return some areas to 
non-motorized use, including access. We hear from 
Prince George that zoning has been put in place 
there, so now it's our turn! 

Happy Spring skiing---AGM on June 23. See you 
there! 

STAFF REP®RTS 

E.D.'S REPORT 
by Pat Harrison, 

Executive Director 

Thank You 

In December I decided to have a night devoted to writ-
ing to our politicians on a variety of issues. I wanted to 
add inspiration to our annual Christmas party held at 
the Fed office. In return for writing one letter to a poli-
tician, the author would receive pizza, pop, and Christ-
mas music. At the end of the evening (15 December) 
over 150 letters had been written. The event prompted 
many clubs to have their own 'Writing Night' on issues. 
I am aware of the Klister Outdoor Klub, ACC-
Vancouver, the North Shore Hikers, and the BC Moun-
taineering Club holding such an event. If I missed any 
club, please let me know so I can acknowledge them in 
the next issue of Cloudburst. To date, 400-500 letters 
have been written to politicians by our membership on 
issues of concern to them. We know that other Federa-
tions of dissimilar opinion are doing this as well and 
we need to have our position heard. 

LRMP - Sea to Sky (Land Resource Management 
Planning) 

In January, LUCO announced the beginning of the 
Lower Mainland/Sea to Sky LRMP (Land Resource 
and Management Planning) process. Open houses to 
launch the LRMP process were held at Squamish and 
North Vancouver. Many members of the Federation 
attended the North Vancouver open house. At stake is 
the planning of what uses on the Sea to Sky corridor 
are to be permitted. We have submitted a letter to 
LUCO requesting that two representatives of the Fed-
eration be at the table to represent the non-motorized 
recreational community. We have also submitted our 
proposal for zoning, our replies to the recreational pro-
posal by the Squamish Forest District, and our replies 
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to the BCAL's tenures to LUCO. Unfortunately, it ap-
pears that BCAL is moving ahead with issuing com-
mercial recreation tenures without waiting for the 
LRMP to conclude (scheduled for two years). We be-
lieve this is a mistake and makes for a mish-mash type 
of land planning process. The most disturbing part is 
that no new protected areas are to be made in this proc-
ess thereby negating an important facet of the process. 
The really critical aspect of the planning will be what 
type of recreation will be permitted and where. 

BCAL - Tenures 

We received on 19 March twenty-eight commercial 
tenures to review. We appreciate BCAL including us 
in the process, but the timing was very rushed. Our 
comments back to BCAL were due in by 31 March. 
On 26 March, the Recreation and Conservation com-
mittee met to discuss the comments that Mike Feller 
had brought forth on these tenures. We owe Mike a 
tremendous thank you as he had an entire box of ten-
ures to read prior to the RC meeting. We met the dead-
line and received an acknowledgement from Elisabeth 
Eldridge of BCAL. 

BEBIT (Brackendale Eagles, Bains Island, and 
Tantalus park) Planning Process 

Peter Woodsworth (NSH, ACC, BCMC), Monika Bittel 
(BCMC), Liz Scremin (ACC-Vancouver), Mark Grist 
(VOC), and Lesley Bohm have been representing the 
Federation and their respective clubs at the BEBIT 
planning process for the past year. At stake is the 
amount of 'flightseeing' over Tantalus Park, number of 
aircraft landings, and amount of recreational use of the 
new Tantalus Park. Our position is to restrict the num-
ber of landings to two days per week, thereby offering 
recreational users a wilderness experience five days per 
week. However, flightseeing is regulated by the Fed-
eral Government. We have recommended that flight 
seeing be kept 1000 metres above land so as not to be 
so intrusive on the recreational users below. 

Help Melt) 

The Federation has been an active participant in the 
Help Melp campaign. Although 86 organizations have 
signed on, seven organizations have been meeting, 
planning, and advocating. The Federation of BC Natu-
ralists initiated this effort approximately two years ago 
in order to regain funding for four areas within MELP: 
Wildlife Habitat, Fisheries, Parks, and Protections. In 

the fall of 1999, we joined the effort actively. In addi-
tion to our Federation and the FBCN, the BC Wildlife 
Federation, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Soci-
ety, the Sierra Club, BC Open Spaces, the BC Govern-
ment Employees Union, and the Cowichan Conserva-
tion Society have actively participated. It was recently 
announced that the lift of 4.9 million dollars given last 
November would remain in the budget along with an 
additional $10 million dollars. Also included was $10 
million for park infrastructure improvements. Last 
fall, $2 million of the 4.9 million was for Park infra-
structure improvements. This amount also equals the 
$2.3 million that went into the park improvement of 
putting in the sewer line from West Vancouver to Cy-
press Provincial Park. 

Fed Policies 

Brian Wood, Co-Chair, has instituted a review of our 
recreational policies including Motorized Access 
(formerly Mechanized), Trail Uses (formerly Mountain 
Bikes), Commercial Flightseeing, Wilderness, Huts, 
and Heli-Licences. He wants to make sure that our 
policies are consistent with the positions we are advo-
cating at the various sessions we are currently attend-
ing. We have just completed our review of our policies 
on Motorized Backcountry Activity and Trail Uses. 

Meetings with Clubs 

As of March, I have met with 14 of 21 clubs of the Fed-
eration (boards or memberships). For those of you I 
have not met, I would be happy to come and speak ei-
ther with your executive, board, or membership to pres-
ent the activities in which the Federation is involved. I 
appreciate the opportunity to meet members of member 
clubs. 

CWMS ["cooms"](Canada West Mountain School) 

Canada West Mountain School offers 10% off (up to 
$25) to members of the Federation. If you are inter-
ested in taking a course, please contact the school at 
cwms@mountainclubs.bc.ca or check out the school's 
website for course listings at www.themountairischool. 
coin. 

National 
Trail System 

We have received information from Scotland that a 
mountaineer hopes to arrive in the summer of 2002 to 
traverse the trail from Crescent Spur to Bella Coola. 
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The trail has finally arrived on the international scene. 

Disappointment 

Last November, I approached the Executive Director of 
the BC Snowmobilers Federation to initiate a process 
of solving conflicts between snowmobilers and non-
motorized recreational users. I journeyed to Salt 
Spring Island where their Federation's office is located. 
After our meeting, it appeared we agreed on some is-
sues and other issues should continue to be addressed 
(see Cloudburst, Fall 2000). It is now May and no 
meetings have taken place. On four occasions, we have 
contacted the Executive Director to try to get these 
meetings started. So far the answer has been consis-
tent: too busy to participate. In the interim, at two 
open houses, members of the snowmobile community 
have stated that their Executive Director and I were 
solving the conflicts. Not so! I am publicly challeng-
ing their Executive Director to come visit me at the Fed 
office so we can get going on what we promised we 
would do. 

Monetary Concerns 

As we approach the AGM on 23 June, I want to ad-
dress the financial picture of the Fed. The Fed is oper-
ated slightly in the black, but this is not a viable, sus-
tainable level. The Fed has been a very active partici-
pant in many activities that affect non-motorized rec-
reational users including the Help Melp campaign, 
LRMP's, trails initiatives, BCAL tenures, Park master 
plan reviews, and more. What the Fed needs most to 
retain this activity is two full-time positions: a full-time 
ED and a full-time office manager. At the moment we 
are operating on a two day per week ED and a one day 
per week office manager. This will be the number one 
issue at the AGM as it will determine the sustainability 
of our Federation and the sustainability of the largest 
lobby for the non-motorized recreationalists in BC. 
Without the Fed, surely the motorized lobby groups 

will be able to be more effective advocating the use of 
motorized equipment in the backcountry. Our efforts 
to date to raise outside money for operations have not 
been successful. Most organizations, governments, and 
companies want a tangible item they can point to. We 
put in two grant applications with MEC and were un-
fortunately turned down. We were told they were solid 
proposals and that we should resubmit them for the 
next deadline. MEC, of course, receives many, many 
more proposals than they can afford to support. I am 
also working with Gordon White of the Environmental 
Fund of BC to institute a game plan for approaching 
possible industry supporters. I have made up a presen-
tation package and I am currently having a list of in-
dustry supporters (and contacts) made up by our tempo-
rary worker, Diana Hayden. Gordon has years of expe-
rience approaching and gaining access to industry and 
government. His expertise is most welcome. 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

A reminder: Our AGM is 23 June 2001 in Vancouver. 
This year the host club is the BC Mountaineering Club 
(soon to be celebrating its 100th anniversary). The 
event will be held on the UBC campus. I would appre-
ciate it if you would please email (hike@unixg.ubc.ca) 
or write me soon who your delegate will be at the 
AGM. If you have someone from your club who would 
like to serve as a director on our board, please forward 
that person's name to me as well. There will be a so-
cial get together Friday for the delegates and a dinner 
following the AGM. Usually the host club plans activi-
ties for spouses who travel with the delegates and 
might not wish to sit in a meeting all day. For infor-
mation, please contact Mike Peel at mpeel@teius.net. 

FYI (For Your Information) [Thanks to Peter 
Woodsworth for suggesting this title]. 

I have received some useful feedback saying 

c/o Gill Richardson 
3005 Fleet Street 
Port Coquitlam B.C. 
V3C 3S1 

Gill: 604-461-4873 
Alan: 604-436-2773 
Email cio: 
bmckay8663@home.com 

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING 
If you like Cross Country skiing, this 
is the Club for you. Organized Day 

and Weekend trips on chartered buses 
and accommodation for weekend 

trips. Contact Gill or Alan for further 
details. 
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that I often speak in acronyms. It is true that 
most titles of government ministries and organi-
zations are long. In light of that, we often fall 
into the habit of using acronyms. Below is an 
interpretation of the more common acronyms 
used in this issue, which you can cut out and 
post: 

ORC 
BCAL 
MELP 

LUCO 
LRMP 
LRUP 
BEBIT 

ACC 
BCMC 
VOC 
FCPP 
NGO 
CBR 
SPEC 

PUP 
(WC)2
MEC 
CWMS 
FBCN 
FMCBC 
CPAWS 

Outdoor Recreational Council of BC 
BC Assets and Land Corporation 
Ministry of Environment, Lands, and 
Parks 
Land Use Coordination Office 
Land and Resource Management Planning 
Local Resource Use Plan 
Brackendale Eagles Baynes Island Tanta 
lus (BC Parks) 
Alpine Club of Canada 
BC Mountaineering Club 
Varsity Outdoor Club 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park 
Non Government Organizations 
Commercial Backcountry Recreation 
Society Promoting Environment 
Conservation 
Park Use Permit 
Western Canada Wilderness Committee 
Mountain Equipment Cooperative 
Canada West Mountain School 
Federation of BC Naturalists 
Few Mountains Can Be Controlled 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 

(Staff Reports continued on page 30) 

REC EMUGH H 
COHSE _~ VMS ti•F H 

COMMUITEE 

I) 

Letter to BCAL from FMCBC 

In General -
We should oppose granting of licences to any motorized 
commercial organization proposing to operate in areas 
we use until the Squamish LRMP process is complete. 

If BCAL feels it must give out such a licence, then none 

should be issued for periods of more than a year, renew-
able only yearly until the LRMP process is complete. 
The licence should state that the continuation of the 
operation is subject to its being compatible with the land 
use recommended by the LRMP. 

Specifically - 

The applications can be placed into 3 categories - 

1. Applications over which we have no significant 
concern 

These are -
1. P V Services Ltd. - Tacky RV etc. park, but no major 
conflict as long as it does not impact the old Brew trail. 
Sewage impacts on Brandywine Creek need to be consid-
ered. 

2. Alpine Airsports Ltd. - no problems with paraglid-
ing off Mt. McKenzie near Pemberton. 

3. Captain Holiday's Kayak and Adventure School -
no problems with kayaking the Green River. 

4. Canadian Voyageur Canoe Co. - no problems with 
canoeing the Lillooet River. 

5. Canadian Outback Adventures Co. Ltd. - no prob-
lems with rafting the Squamish River. 

6. Whistler River Adventures - no problems with raft 
and jet boat on the Green and Birkenhead rivers. 

7. Paintball Games of Squamish - no problems as 
long as they keep to the area applied for in the lower 
Squamish valley near the Ashlu. 

8. Sea to Sky Stables Ltd. - no problems with horse 
riding in the Paradise valley area. 

9. Great Wall Underground - no problems with rock 
climbing in the Cheakamus canyon area. 

10. Sunwolf Outdoor Centre - no problems rafting the 
Elaho and Squamish rivers. 

11. Outdoor Adventures @ Whistler - no problems 
with snowshoeing and ATVs in the 16 Mile Creek. 
and Soo River valleys 

12. C3 Productions - no problems rafting the Squamish, 
Cheakamus, Green and Birkenhead rivers. 
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13. Wedge rafting - no problems rafting the Cheaka 
mus, Soo, Green, Birkenhead, Squamish and Elaho 
rivers. 

2. Applications over which we have some concerns - 

1. Whistler X-country Ski and Hike - opposed to 
their use of club built or maintained public cabins in 
Marriot basin, Phelix Creek., Mt. Brew, and 
Overseer. Otherwise okay. 

2. Compass Adventures Ltd. - opposed to their use of 
Lizzie Lake cabin. Otherwise okay. 

3. Sea to Sky Ecotours Ltd. - opposed to their use of 
ATVs off of the High Falls Creek. Road. Otherwise 
okay. 

4. Poole Creek. Station Bed and Bale - opposed to 
ATV tours in Tenquille Creek beyond where an or-
dinary backcountry vehicle can go. We are con-
cerned about the impact on other users' access and 
upon the Tenquille Lake. Otherwise okay. 

5. Whistler Alpine Guides Bureau Ltd. - opposed to 
their use of Lizzie Lake cabin (built by one-time 
BCMC members and maintained partly by FMCBC 
members for the guide's information), and cabins in 
Garibaldi park-Wedgemount, Russet Lake, and Gar-
ibaldi Lake. Table 3 of their application states that 
they use these huts, contrary to what they imply in 
their memo of March 1, 2001. They should also not 
build any but in the Meager. - Manatee area. Other-
wise okay. 

6. Whistler Backroads Mountain Bike Adventures 
Ltd. -. The application is very confusing and un-
clear. However, we oppose any mountain biking on 
hiking trails, such as the 21 Mile Creek. - Rainbow -
Madeley Creek. trail and any trail in Garibaldi park. 
Otherwise okay. 

7. Western Wildcat tours - opposed to high levels of 
use in the very popular Marriot basin and Cerise 
Creek areas. The social carrying capacity of these ar-
eas is already exceeded on many occasions. Other-
wise okay. 

8. Vertical Reality Sports Store - opposed to high 
levels of snowshoeing and mountain biking use in 
the High Falls Creek. and Sigurd Creek. areas. Oth-
erwise okay. 

9. Adventures on Horseback - the application should 
not be accepted unless all the areas to be used are 
given. Of the areas given, we are opposed to use of 
Sockeye Creek. (conservation park) and Salal Creek. 
These areas do not appear to have been used for 
some time as the proponent seems unaware of cur-
rent land use in them - that Sockeye Creek. is a pro-
vincial park and that Salal Creek now has a logging 
road up its lower half and a hiking trail up its upper 
half. Of the areas given in the application, we have 
no concerns with the others, but we would like to see 
the other areas proposed for use, but not given. 

3. Applications over which we have major con-
cerns - 

1. jRYDS Adventure - This application avoids most 
substantive issues and is written in such an illiterate 
and cavalier style that no-one should 
have any confidence in the responsibility of the peo-
ple involved. We are strongly opposed to their snow-
mobile activities and use of Cerise Creek. Plus cabin, 
21 Mile Creek. - Rainbow Mountain., Black Tusk, 
Meager Creek., Birkenhead Lake, Lizzie Lake, 
McGillivray Pass, and Blowdown Pass areas - all ar-
eas of value to backcountry skiers. We are also to-
tally opposed to mountain biking on the 21 Mile 
Creek. trail and helicopter mountain biking in the S. 
Chilcotin and Anderson Lake areas. 

2. Fun Spirit Adventure Tours - Opposed to helihik-
ing in the Sky Pilot area, the areas around Tantalus 
park, which includes a flight path right through the 
Sigurd Creek.area of the park, upper Culliton Creek 
at the edge of Garibaldi park, and in the upper 
Elaho. No problems with their rafting. 

3. Glacier Air - Doug Banner appears to think he 
owns the areas he has been using. He doesn't and 
his company has caused numerous problems with 
FMCBC parties in the past. We are opposed to his 
aircraft use of the Sky Pilot, Mt Roderick, Mt. 
Jimmy Jimmy, and Charlie Charlie (Ashlu Creek.) 
areas as these are all moderately popular non-
mechanized recreation areas. He claims he has never 
seen any wildlife in 23 years of operation. His air-
craft must have frightened them away as FMCBC 
members report animals such as mountain goats and 
wolverine near Mt. Jimmy Jimmy, and miners report 
Grizzly bears near Mt Jimmy Jimmy, for example. 

4. Black Tusk Helicopter - All areas applied for con-
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flict with non-mechanized recreation. We totally op-
pose helicopter use of Alpen, Sky Pilot, Capilano, 
Red Tusk, Phantom, Jimmy Jimmy, Cloudburst, Cy-
press, Ashlu, Sims, and Exodus areas - all of value 
to FMCBC. The application contains a number of 
incorrect statements which downgrade the existing 
use of areas Black Tusk Helicopters want to use. 
Thus, the statement on p. 18 that the Mountain Lake 
cabin has fallen into disuse is incorrect. This 
BCMC cabin has been used and maintained by the 
Porteau Camp people for some years and BCMC 
parties visit it regularly. Use of Mt. Jimmy Jimmy is 
not low, but moderate. Cloudburst is quite popular in 
summer. Phantom area use is low but not non-
existent. Mt Sedgwick gets moderate use both in 
winter and summer. 

5. Whistler Air - opposed to all helihiking in Mt. 
Brew, Mt Currie, and Mt. Callaghan areas, aircraft 
use of Ipsoot Mountain., and aircraft landing on 
Phantom and Callaghan lakes (lake landings are not 
shown on the maps). 

Letter to BCAL from CPAWS 
(Canadian Parks and 
Wilderness Society) 

Commercial Recreation Manager 
BC Assets and Land Corporation 
Lower Mainland Region 
Suite 200 - 10428 153 d̀ St 
Surrey, BC 
V3R 5E1 

5 April 2001 

RE: Applications for Commercial Recreation Licenses on 
Crown Land in the Sea to Sky Corridor 

Dear Sir or Madam 

We are responding to the call for public input to the pro-
posed commercial recreation licenses in the Sea to Sky 
Corridor. Our comments are general in nature and apply 
to all of the proposed tenures. Please copy this letter to 
all 32 of the proposed tenures that were advertised in the 
March 16, 2001 Whistler Pique. 

Our understanding is that the Sea to Sky Land Use Plan-
ning Process will address recreation opportunities and 

provide solutions to backcountry recreation conflicts in 
the Sea to Sky Corridor. In light that the planning proc-
ess has only recently commenced, we strongly suggest 
that tenures in the planning area only be approved for a 
short period (such as one year) withholding the opportu-
nity for grandfathering these activities into the land use 
plan. This will allow operators to conduct business with-
out prejudice to the land use planning process. Long 
term tenures should only be approved once the land use 
plan is complete and if activities are compatible with the 
plan. 

Based on a review of the applications on your website, 
we were able to identify a number of proposals that in-
clude provincial parks. However, there was insufficient 
information to gage clearly which activities affected 
parks and how much parks could be affected. Unfortu-
nately, although the text mentioned use of a park in some 
cases, the accompanying map did not include use of 
parks. We understand that any activity proposed in a pro-
vincial park will require a park use permit from BC 
Parks. We understand that operators are required to ap-
ply for a park use permit. As a result we urge you to give 
careful consideration to the referrals from BC Parks. Un-
fortunately, we are not able to provide our own detailed 
comments on the proposals that may affect provincial 
parks. 

We oppose any proposed tenure that is incompatible with 
existing park management plans or has a negative im-
pact on the ecological values of a provincial park. We are 
particularly concerned with the applications that are pro-
posing motorized recreational activities (such as ATV 
tours, heli-skiing, hell-hiking, hell-biking, sightseeing 
overflights, etc.) with a potential impact on provincial 
parks. Motorized use has an impact on both wildlife and 
public using the parks. In particular, we strongly oppose 
any motorized activity that could have an impact on Gar-
ibaldi Provincial Park. Activities that may affect Tanta-
lus Provincial Park and other parks that do not have a 
park management plan should not be approved at this 
time. This includes overflights of Provincial Parks. 

We urge you to consider the carrying capacity for com-
mercial backcountry recreation in the Sea to Sky Corri-
dor in relation to public use of backcountry areas and 
ecological values such as wildlife habitat. It is our under-
standing that the land use planning process for the Sea to 
Sky Corridor will consider the role of backcountry rec-
reation in a broader context as well as deal with specific 
issues. We hope that you will integrate these proposed 
tenures into the land use process by providing short term 
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tenures at this time. 

Sincerely 

Eva Riccius 
Park Watch Coordinator 

CC: Peter Jones, Coordinator, Sea to Sky LRMP 
Drew Carmichael, District Manager, BC Parks 

UPDATE ON HELP MELP 
By Tom Burgess and Anne Murray 

This is an update from the HELP MELP Campaign. Some 
of you may be unaware of the recent budget figures an-
nounced in the House last Thursday. The MELP budget is 
increased from $197M to $211M, an increase of $14M. 
To quote the Budget Report, "-- up $14 million to par-
tially restore services reduced in prior years, to initiate an 
action plan for protection of drinking water and for costs 
related to the grizzly bear hunting moratorium. The min-
istry will ALSO (emphasis mine) be providing $10 mil-
lion to upgrade parks capital infrastructure." 

We've been told that the grizzly bear funding is $2M, and 
that the $4.9M from last November's increase has been 
added to the base budget, as well as other funds in addi-
tion to the Drinking Water Protection Plan. Don't yet 
know what the total for Program restoration is, but it 
could be as much as $10.5M, (that is, $4.9M plus up to 
$5.6M more). The $ lUM for Parks Capital expenditures is 
apparently not being taken from the $14M, but from other 
Ministry funds (???). 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries budget is 
increased by $4M, from $101M to $105M. This is "... 
mainly due to increased funding for Fisheries Renewal 
BC.". 

Last Monday four of us from HELP MELP met with 
Murray Coell, Liberal Environment critic. He is suppor-
tive of the HELP MELP campaign efforts, but cautions us 
that next fiscal year's budget will be very tight. We'll have 
to make sure the new Liberal MLAs all get brought up to 
date on the issues, and that the Liberals do not make addi-
tional cuts later in the fiscal year. Accordingly we are pre-
paring information packages for all candidates in the up-
coming election. 

Our neat efforts will focus on obtaining more detail on the 
MELP and MAFF budgets, and on making sure that the 
budget/staff cuts of the past 6 years are an election issue. 

QUESTIONS FOR YOUR 
LOCAL POLITICIANS 

By Torn Burgess and Anne Murray 

HELP MELP CAMPAIGN - Restoration of funding for 
Wildlife, Habitat, Fisheries, and Parks programs in the 
Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks 

The following questions and background information per-
taining to environmental issues have been formulated fol-
lowing a review of Liberal Party Policy Statements and in 
consideration of current NDP government performance. 
This material is intended for use during the upcoming 
election campaign and covers matters believed to be of 
concern to anyone supporting the HELP MELP Cam-
paign. Questions are designed to reveal whether the candi-
dates are aware of the issues and whether they are com-
mitted to supporting resolution of them. 

QUESTIONS 

1) Loss of Institutional Capability 
Over the past six years, government has cut staff and op-
erational budgets in a number of Ministries that are re-
sponsible for the management of our natural resources. 
Some Programs have sustained cuts of nearly 50%. This 
cutting has seriously degraded the capability of 
government to properly protect and manage the public's 
interests in lands and resources including forests, fish, 
wildlife, habitat and parks. The 2001/02 budget provides a 
modest increase in MELP funding, hopefully the first of a 
requested five year Program recovery. Other 
natural resource Ministries have not fared as well. Are you 
aware of this problem? If elected, will you commit to re-
covery of the affected Programs and Ministries over the 
next five years? 

2) Annual Allowable Cut and Stumpage Reviews 
There is currently pressure from some quarters to increase 
the Annual Allowable Cut and to decrease Stumpage fees, 
both in an effort to create more short-term jobs. Environ-
mentalists and some Foresters are greatly concerned that 
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the current AAC is set well above the level of long-term 
sustainability and will lead to irreplaceable losses to re-
maining Old Growth resources. They further believe that 
undervaluing our timber resources is short-sighted and a 
disservice to the public. Are you aware of this problem? 
If elected, will you commit to a public review designed 
to rationalize the AAC criteria, process and targets and 
the current Stumpage levels in order to secure and better 
manage ALL forest resources? 

3) Agricultural Land Reserve and Agricultural Land 
Commission 
The Agricultural Land Commission and Agricultural 
Land Reserve system has been in place in BC for nearly 
30 years. Established with the goal of preserving from 
alienation agricultural lands and their associated values, 
the system has worked well, with only a few notable ex-
ceptions. 
Periodically, governments set about to weaken the ALR 
system's ability to protect agricultural lands in order to ~ t}' p g 
clear the way for various site specific developments 
which threaten both agricultural and wildlife capability. 
If you are elected, will you commit to preserving both the 
ALR and the ALC? 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Wildlife, Fisheries and Habitat Protection Programs 
( in MELP ) have lost 50% of their staff and operational 
budgets over the past b years. Ministry-wide losses are 
725 positions. 

This loss, in combination with projected retirement rates 
of 40% over the next five years will yield a total loss of 
70% of the most experienced staff in one ten year period. 

Ministry of Forests has lost 500 positions and 30% of 
their budget over the past b years. 

Combined cumulative losses for both Ministries are esti-
mated at over 3000 person/years and $1.1 Billion. 

Parks Program staff have been cut by 10%, while the 
area of Parks (12.4%) and Park visitor numbers have 
doubled. We have less than one half a Parks employee 
per Park and only one field person for every five Parks. 
There is a backlog of $60 Million in critical facilities 
maintenance requirements. The Parks Legacy Panel Re-
port recommendations /mist be addressed. 

The above losses, in combination with balanced budget 
legislation and stated intentions to protect or increase aI-
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lotments for Health, Education, Children and Families, 
and Social Development additionally threaten those Min-
istries responsible for management of natural 
resources and the environment. 

BC's wide diversity of habitats, plants and animals is un-
der increasing pressure from human development and 
hundreds are now considered to be "at risk". Federal/ 
Provincial and International agreements to protect them 
are not being honoured. 

Successful implementation of the Forest Practices Code 
requires adequate staff numbers and funds to support 
field inspections, inventory and research efforts. It also 
requires inter-Ministry communication and cooperation. 
When staff and resources are cut, fact-finding and 
communication suffers. This is causing us to lose habi-
tats, populations and genetic diversity. 

There are other negative effects on the management of 
forest resources. One major problem has been the accu-
rate determination of revenues owed to the government. 
Senior forest Ministry staff have estimated that as a re-
sult of inadequate inspections, the annual loss of 
revenue is in the order of 20%, which suggests losses of 
hundreds of millions of dollars annually. These estimates 
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of lost revenue have been supported by studies carried 
out recently by Sierra Legal Defense Fund. 

BC Assets and Lands Corporation was established to fa-
cilitate the disposition of Crown lands in order to in-
crease government revenues. Many of the lands sold, 
leased or licensed had high wildlife values. Reduced 
MELP staff find it increasingly difficult to respond to 
BCALC 
referrals, to carry out studies or to respond to work done 
by others. When they do, 'their recommendations are fre-
quently discounted in favour of poorly researched eco-
nomic considerations. 

MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MADE IN APRIL 
By Eva Riccius, CPAWS 

This major announcement was made on Saturday, 17 
April 2001. Let's hope that the owner of Burns Bog will 
sell at a reasonable price! 

Saturday was a remarkable day as the federal and provin-
cial governments announced a $112 Million dollar con-
servation package to protect private lands throughout the 
Lower Mainland and southern Gulf Islands of BC. To my 
knowledge this is the largest government-led purchase of 
private property for conservation purposes in Canadian 
history. 

Saturday's announcement has three major parts: 

1. Close to $80M has been made available to purchase 
Burns Bog. If the negotiations are successful to buy these 
lands then the Bog will become provincial crown land 
and will be managed as a Greater Vancouver Regional 
Park. This is one of the largest domed bogs remaining in 
the world and is extremely important as a carbon sink 
and a home for numerous threatened species and ecosys-
tems. 

2. The federal and provincial governments have agreed 
to establish a land and marine based Gulf Islands Na-
tional Park Reserve in the southern Gulf Islands. Spread 
out over 12 islands this park will represent Region 2 'the 
Strait of Georgia Lowlands' and protect the Mediterra-
nean climate ecosystems located here (especially Arbutus 
and Gary Oak). The formal agreement will be signed in 
two months. With this announcement the province will 
transfer nine existing provincial parks, an ecological re-
serve and $5M in cash towards the national park. 

3. Up to $20M has been made available to purchase key 
ecological lands on Saltspring Island, focusing on Gary 
Oak and Arbutus habitats. 

The hope now is that the key landowners will be altruis-
tic and recognize 
the contribution they can make to society by offering 
their properties at 
realistic prices. 

It is hard to comprehend the massive implications of this 
announcement to the ecology and biodiversity of BC and 
both governments need to be thanked for their remark-
able foresight in particular Premier Dosanjh and 
Minister David Anderson. An announcement like today's 
illustrates what cooperation/partnership (fed-prov-ngo) 
can achieve on issues like the environment. 

T= US C® ~TTWE 

TRAIL ETHICS APRIL 2001 
By Pat Harrison and Alex Wallace 

The final route on the National Hiking Trail has been de-
termined. At the Spring meeting of the Island Delegates, 
a route from Victoria to Port Hardy was agreed upon (see 
map). Now comes the challenge of implementing and 
signing the route (see map on page 31). There will be a 
national meeting of the National Hiking Association in 
Ontario this summer. Roy Howard and Pat Harrison will 
be attending on behalf of the Federation. 

June Banwell and Louise Irwing continue to update the 
inventory of trails being maintained by FMCBC clubs. If 
your club is maintaining trails and you have not been 
contacted, please contact Pat Harrison. We recently had 
discussions with the Squamish Forest District and the 
Chilliwack Forest District about renewing our contracts 
with them through our Adopt-A-Trail Programme. We 
need to have an up-to-date inventory. 

At the Trail Awareness Event meeting on 4 May 2001, 
the following TRAILS acronym was compiled by Alex 
Brumec (ORC), Leon Lebrun (Trails BC), John (IMBA), 
and yours truly. The Trail Awareness Event will be a 
one day event on 10 June 2001 in Port Moody at Rocky 
Point Park where different trail user groups will have 
booths to exhibit their involvement in trails. The 
FMCBC will be there to promote their view of trails use. 
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The TRAILS acronym represents the following: 

T - Treat other users of a trail with courtesy and inform 

other users that you are there. 

DR - Respect signage and private property 

A - Avoid environmental damage 

I - Inform yourself about the trail uses allowed. 

L - Leave wildlife and wildflowers alone 

S - Stay on the trail; Wade, don't braid! 

1. Respect other us-
ers of the trail. 
Treating other us-
ers with respect 
will diminish user 
conflicts. If you 
are on a mountain 
bike, always an-
ticipate a horse or 
hiker around a 
blind corner and 
slow down. Use 
your bell on your 
bike to warn other users when approaching. 
Yield to hikers and horseriders if riding your 
bike. Get off and move to the lower side of the 
trail to let horses pass. Sound a friendly greet-
ing to horseriders to calm the horses. As a 
horserider, steady your horse and give the hiker 
or cyclist clear instructions on how you would 
like them to stand clear. 

2. Avoid environmental damage. Look after the 
trails you travel on. They are easily damaged 
and hard to maintain. Use only designated 
trails for your activity. Alpine meadows are ex-
tremely sensitive to horse use, bicycling, and 
over hiking. Above the treeline, walk on rocks 
and snow as much as possible. Alpine vegeta-
tion is delicate and takes a long time to re-grow 
at high elevations. Do not widen trails to avoid 
mud puddles. Stay off trails during wet and 
muddy conditions. Tires and footprints often 
lead to erosion of trails. 

3. Respect Private Property. Do not vandalize 
anyone's property. Respect 'No Trespassing' 
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signs. Leave gates as you find them. 

4. Respect Signage on Trails. Signs are often 
posted for a good reason. Signs often are posted 
during critical environmental periods, to reduce 
user conflicts, or to keep recreational users off 
private property. 

THE HISTORY OF THE 
NATIONAL HIKING TRAIL 

Towards a Foot Trail Across 
Canada 

Piece by piece, the scenic foot trail 
almost 10,000 kilometres in 
length is being put together from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. The 
long-held vision of a linear park 
connecting existing natural-
surface pedestrian trail systems, 
parklands, and wild places is be-
coming a reality. Already, much 
of Ontario, Quebec, New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia, and British 

Columbia are in use. Once established, the trail corridor 
will help to protect our heritage of natural landscapes 
and historic places, and provide passage, habitat, and ref-
uge for wildlife. 

For over 25 years 
For over 25 years, the National Trail Association has 
been working on this vision. This trail has four goals: 

1. To promote general fitness through 
healthy outdoor activities; 

2. To help preserve places of natural, sce-
nic, and historical values; 

3. To promote non-motorized tourism and 
education; and 

4. To promote bonding of unifying envi-
ronmental interests across the nation. 

The Bruce Trail of Ontario, forerunner of Canada's mod-
ern-day trail system, was the pioneer. Completed in the 
Centennial Year 1967, its aim is to save the Niagara Es-
carpment and its unique natural features from the threat 
of development by establishing 700 kilometres of trail 
along its length. 
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Now there are many hundreds of kilometres of National 
Trail, some on existing trails systems, others following 
older routes that await designation on public land. Hik-
ing and backpacking are the most popular sports in the 
outdoors. Also gaining in popularity are the non-
motorized sports of cross-country hikers, snowshoers, 
photographers, artists, and bird-watchers. Obviously, the 
pleasure, recreation, and mental relaxation of walking in 
natural surroundings appeals to many of all ages. Some 
sections of the National Hiking Trail are more challeng-
ing than others, but every kilometre invites exploration. 

Where We've Been 
1971: The National Trail movement was born 

on 29 April at a meeting of leading na-
tional outdoor and youth organizations 
convened in Toronto to consider a 
cross-Canada trail. 

1977: The National Trail Association of Can-
ada was registered as a national society 
under Letters Patent dated 23 August. 

1980: National coverage was given to plans 
in a full feature article appearing in 
Outdoor Canada. 

1984: First national meeting funded by Fit- . 
ness Canada was held in Ottawa, re-
sulting in creation of a national execu-
tive with regional representation: At-
lantic Provinces, Quebec, Ontario, 
Prairie Provinces, and British Colum-
bia. 

1986: Premiere of the NTAC's audio visual 
Challenge of a Lifetime was shown at 
the International Congress on Trails 
and Waterways Recreation in Vancou-
ver. 

1987: First National Hiking Trail marker was 
posted on Parliament Hill at an inaugu-
ral ceremony involving international 
environmentalist Maurice Strong and 
Speaker of the House John Fraser. A 
message from Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney reads "On behalf of the Gov-
ernment of Canada, 1 am delighted to 
extend my warmest greetings and sin-
cere best wishes to the members of the 
National Trail Association of Canada 
on the occasion of the launching of the 
trans-Canada recreational trail corri-
dor. 

1989: Hike Ontario endorsed the National 

Trail route and recommended comple-
tion of marker posting on the existing 
system in Ontario. 

1990: Sentier national au Quebec (La Federa-
tion quebecoise de la marche) inaugu-
rated the first 42 kilometres section of 
the National Trail in Quebec. 

1990: An 18 kilometre section of the City of 
Medicine Hat's trail system was de-
clared part of the National Hiking 
Trail, the first in Alberta. 

1991: National Trail marker was posted at 
Banffs Cave and Basin, heart of the 
national park system, in a ceremoney 
dedicating the 70 Kilometres "Gateway 
to the Rockies" section. 
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